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PREFACE. 



fur sv^itmHiis tlM«&5tii&g |MgeK M 
Die ordeal Of critieisoi, thi auUidi- ha$ 
Co ht^ws of their paia'ing un^corc^dd 
thT<Mi|^ iti iremendous flamM t tuo* 
is «he w£ak «n6ugh to expect Ufatauy 
ttneg sbe c&A urgf^ A'ill itiduei^ htt 
judges to temper fen- het- tiw beat of 
the hurning ploughshatni. Wefl; riie 
not provided with fttatismaB,of which 
she has ia ftiatiy iDstaoees piroved the 
efficacj, she wouM sbfink hopieleffi 
fiam the trial t bat confident thdt 
upon this occasion it wiil not be found 
to have lost aMy of itA virtue, sbe 
>. binds 
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tioda it to her bosom, and proceeds, 
if not without apprehension, at least 
without dismay, .-. r 

It is, indeed, "onTy on the generous* 
and candid, that the talisman of good 
intentions can exert its friendly influr 
ence; hut it is theapprohationofsuch 
minds alone, that she feels any solici- 
tude to secure. Of such minds she is 
(ipi;^iou3 to cpnciliate:the eeteem, and 
W.t^U! Ppare no paips to purchase their 
fli^nified. support — their unequivocal 
filffrgge. In. order to render :tier plea 
availing, she thinks it may be expedi- 
^pt tp say a f^* words jn explanation 
■pf the motives which induce*^ h^r to 
write,, and which led her to publish 
■the letters of whicji these volumes are 
cpmppscd. The motives arp.extremer 
ly simple. She wrote to gratify her 
fqelings, by keeping up this species of 
intercourse with a family of amiable 
ehiUIrcD, to vhose interests she had 
^for 
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ftrsdoje tlme^devotted- icr- lole ^tEDr- 
tion;'A«dt-Wltoi-bad:gte&ttv' endeared 
tjieftWelfW-tO'^i'sffijctuiitis. . A.faopti 
that she'mtghteVEn'TiLabstnjcb, cbiti- 
nire td^fcfe'flfiiisb to iliein,jiiiduccd,hcr 
to attemfiitiinakJii^ a fainaiid striking . 
dfeUheatioti'itff.-those" objects- to, :wliich 
she iiad. ewieavrBUTtdi imperreptibly to 
lead theirinfantsteps. THe task was 
delicate-as. welt as difiiciilt. , In order 
to avoid all interference with the pecu- 
liar opiniona, or accidental prejudices 
of thosCj' with whom it might be their 
iot to live, she endeavoured to keep as 
much as possible to general vieu's ; but 
as the mind must have made consider- 
able progress before it is capable of 
cnibracinfj tlicse, she fonnd it neces- 
sary' so to manage the chain of argu- 
ment, as to give interest atjd import- 
ance to every separate link. In this 
she has not siictccded to lier om n sa- 
Ji.-.faction, and lannot liopetbat otliere 
will 
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will be more easily ntiaSfiA; yet stitl 
trusts that candour will make somi th 
lowauce for the peculiar difficulties by 
which she was embarrassedt 

It roust be confessed, that whatever 
consideration may be given to the cir* 
cunistauces under vhicha bookis writ- 
ten, by those who take a pepuliar inv 
terest in the writer, it is only to the 
iiiendsof the individual that they can 
with propriety be plfered as an apology 
for any apparent defect. With the 
public, an author has, or ought to 
have, no other existence than as an 
author* On the present occasion, no 
other circumstances than those that 
fire connected with such existence, 
shall therefore be brought forward. 

To the writer of the Letters on the 
J^lemeptary Principles of Education, 
so much iniiulgence has been hithertq 
shewn as to encourage her tp hope, 
()}at in mentioning that work as tbe 
priginalin^ 
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ArkgiDatiBig caoseiof flie frtseatt^ 
i^ill do no JDJury to it:i intennt 

Concerfring the tiuth of theprtAoM- 
pies Upon which thu book wa» writ*' 
ten no doubt had ever crosacd her 
mind ! but her reliaoce upoa Iim avfa 
Judgment h«a never had sDllicient 
Jorce to render her indifferent to tba 
opinion of h^r superiors in wisdom 
and information. By the a|)prabatiun 
of those beat qualified to decide, her 
judgment was confirmed. Still, howr 
ever, an opportunity was wanting for 
observing the conseijuencea of « 
practicaj applfcation of the principle* 
she had endeavoured to unfold. When 
least expect/Hl that opportunity va« 
presented, and presented under cjrr 
pumstances so peculiarly interesting, 
as promised an ample rccon>peQce for 
pyery sacfiQce which her enthusiasm 
in the cause of education rendefcd )ief 
filling; tq picket J^ pr were her expec- 
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tatiQQjjdisBppointed^-^forshe hasnow 
the satisfection of being able to apeak 
with confidepce of the iaestimable ad- 
vantages that result from a strict at' 
tcntion to the early development of 
the iafaat faculties. She can now 
from experience enforeeher confirm- 
ed opinion of the influence of early^ 
association, in forming' the disposi- 
tion and character ; and from expe- 
rience likewise, can assltre tiie timid 
and the doubtful, that the trouble of 
watching over these associations, sin ks 
into nothing, when placed in com- 
parrson with the delight of which 
it opens a never failing source. The 
n.ore her opportunities of observa- 
tion have been enlarged, the more 
thoroughly is she persuaded, that the 
-lessons which are given in the com- 
mon routine of education, give little 
either of exercise or improvement to 
any faculty excepting memory: and 
that 
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tbat U is only in as far as it excitn 
the roirid to a vigorous exercise, of all 
its various' powers, that education will 
produce any salutary o£ permauent 
eSeeU To a task which requires such 
unwearied attention, she believea Dooe 
to be tompetent, but those who arc 
stimulated to the undertaking t^ 
such a disinterested zeal to pro- 
mote the happiness of its objects, as 
will render every advance they make, 
a source of hearlrfelt satisfacLion : a 
satisfaction not merely of that quie<- 
scent nature, which arises froiii the 
pleasure of success — but a satisfac- 
tion strong and vivid, and brightly 
jJUiinined by the rays of hope. 

Suuie idea of self mingles with the 
best of actions. Some notion of re- 
ward, cither in this world or the next, 
however unconscious we may be of 
entertaining it, wii!,. upon exaniina- 
■ lioiJ, be found to have given life to 
every 
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•rary virtuous exertion* While tb« 
lUoiiier, or tbe friend who with ma- 
ternal affecttod performs a motlKr'd 
iluties, obsenves with rapture the pro<> 
l^ess that is daily making toward* 
the formatic^n of that per&ct cbarac* 
KT, which had been delineated in her 
Anguine mind ;— sho looks forward. 
Mid beholds the darting object of her 
fneseot cares, the support and com* 
fort of her declining years; aitd anti- 
cipates in the sweet return of gratis 
tude, an ample revard for all the ati> 
pieties of affection* 

" Soon at tb« playful innocent cbd prove 
A tear or pify or u senile of love, 
Ot cons bis murni'ring msk brneath her car^, 
Or lisps with holy Iwk his ey*ning prajpr, 
Or ginng mutely ponsive, sits to hear 
The mounirul ballad warbled in bis ear; 
Now fonOly looks, admiring Hope the while, 
-■jt evert) ar-llfU tear, and eieri/ imile." 

^L^ASUKES or Hope. 

The 
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The assistant of her' - Ulmuis jy 
placed uttder circumstsAees widely 
difiereot. She engages herself for s 
certdn limited period to the peiforro- 
uice of certaio stipulated duties, tv 
be paid for at a stipulriqd priccv 
With whatever fidelity she may di&* 
charge her obligattoo, whatever plea- 
sure she may derive from the consci- 
ousness of havt^g amply diwharged 
it; she looks not to the future cb^- 
ncter for her reward, for oa the 
glory of the future character, she 
knows she is not destined to partici- 
pate. From the degree in which the 
mechanical accomplishments have 
heen aequtred, she may reap advan* 
tage, as a reoommendatioa of her 
abilities and skill: but in the virtues 
•f the heart, she has no farther iB- 
terest, than such es a virtuous tniad 
must overtake ia promoting the cause 
of virtue. Her prinQiples may lead 
her 
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fcer to sow the seeds ; but of the Tidf'* 
Test tif hef labours she expeots not td 
partakej Her' hopes and her feelings 
are bounded to the. present. . ' Her 
caresi like those' of the. parents of the 
feathered race, cease with their flight 
into the wovl.d. The. nestlings, iti 
the beautiful langusge of' the poet. 



" Demand the free possession of fhe iky, — ■ 

•' — — ■ The surguig air receives 

" lis plurfiy burdeii.^-Their self-tatight wings,' 

" Winnow tht wai^hg elemenr. 

" nil tanished every fear; and e»ery power 
*f Roused iiito life, and action; high in air ' 
" The acquitted parents see tbcir soaiing racci 
" And once refaifing, ne^er know them, more.'' 

From views that are necessarily cii«^ 
cumscribed within the narrow limits 
of the period of early youth, it Is not 
surprising that all that is most esseit- 
tial to the future conduct, should la 

.so many instances appear to have 

.been excluded* 
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The views of parents may, it is tniei 
be! still more narrow and confined $ 
buttbey-.are mot necessarily so. If pa- 
KnlsMook not beyond the present mo- 
ment, .if the real interests and future 
happiness of their children occupies 
no place in their thoughts, they will 
daubtJess lea.re the formatEon of their 
^iracters to chance.-^but they will 
do it.at the riskof having their own 
i'uture boors embittered )iy many .a 
beattfeJt sorrow. 

- Parents may become .careless or' in- 
idfiffifrent; btit they .never can, be.di- 
veated of all interest; in the'. cooaaiiiGt 
.©f:;tbeir, offspring. That conduct 
must even to the close of their exist"- 
ence^ have, power to kindle the glow 
. of s*ti»fa,ctioni or tlie blush. of .shame! 
Were pawats to aaticipate these senr 
sations, a^ the cert^iB resuk of the de- 
gree in. .which they had attended to 
the impressions tna<Ie:upon the infant 
, . mind. 
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ftiind, they irould require no elho^ 
tatioDS to attention. In a regard to 
their own baiipioess they would have 
an iocsDtive sufficiently powerfal ta 
animate them to every necessary exer- 
tioD.- 

Mtnds Susceptible of the arflent 
feelings of friendship and affection^ 
may become little less interested \n 
the welfare of an adopted l^mily^ thaa 
if bound by the parental tie : bat to 
such mhids the fasciiiatisg endear* 
ments of in^nt innocence; the hopes 
inspired by the pro^esiive ejcpansioa 
of the infant heart and understanding ; 
and the delight arising from antici' 
pated views of the future character; 
Diay etentDally prove sources of the 
'keenest ftitsery; as, should circunM 
stances ever throw tbem to a distance 
from the objeets of their tenderness/ 
every hope that had been cherished, 
every care that had avakened vigl-* 
lance^ 
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Unte, and every little circumstance 
that had called forth the fbndoess of 
the heart, wiH g^TC additional poig- 
nancy to the pang of separation. 

From whatever point the subject 
13 viewed, the author perceives addi- 
tional reason to enforce a cfoasidera- 
tion of the advantages that are cer^ 
tamly to be derived from a regular 
and early cultivation of the facnltiei 
of the mindj ahd the affections of the 
heart. She believes that were Iheit 
Ctittiv'atioti to become a chitf object 
of attentio'D, thefre would, in the nest 
generation, be little necessity for ex- 
horting those who have a Certain and 
ttnaUenable interest in the future con* 
duct of children, to take upon them-^ 
selves a principal share in their in- 
StruclioB, 

■ To those who really wish to per- 

fofm this momentous duty, no hint 

that can be given upon the formation 

b of 
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of religious atid moral principle will 
be gi%'en in vain. A hope that the 
ensuing Letters might afTord some 
degree, of assistance in these important 
points, was a chief incitement to their 
publication. To the young, indeed, 
they are addressed, and to young 
minds that have been prepared by 
previous instruction for their perusal, 
the author flatters herself they may 
prove salutary — she assures herself 
they will at least prove safe. 

As it was her aim to give a general 
and comprehensive view of the im- 
portant truths which have been con- 
veyed to us by divine revelation, she 
did not think it necessary to have re- 
course to other authority than the 
Bible for any thing that she advanced. 
She is not perfectly unapprised of the 
lisk she may hereby have incurred. 
She knows there are those who consi- 
der every book in which they do not 
perceive 
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perceive tlie names of their favourfte 
authors, as of doubtful tendency; who 
deem every one who is not declaredly 
of their party, as a certain enemy to 
all the doctrines which their party has 
most zealously espoused ; and all who 
oppose its doctrines as in a state of 
utter reprohation. By such she will 
probably be at all events condemned. 
But as she would not willingly incur 
the disapprobation of any worthy ' 
person, she does not scruple to ad- 
vance the plea of ignorance in miti- 
gation of her offence. Of controver- 
sial theology she confesses herself to 
be deplorably ignorant, and despairs 
of ever being otherwise than igno- 
rant ; as, were she ever so much in- 
clined to enter upon the study, she' 
is too deficient in scholastic lore, to- 
have any hopei of being able to pur- 
sue it, so as to become perfect mistress 
of all that has been said on both sides 
b 2 of 
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of* every question. Without such A 
degree of information, she should con- 
sider herself guilty of presumption 
and arrogaijicef were she to pretend to 
judge. 

The opinions that are called prtho' 
dox, when rendered plaiu by being 
Stripped pf all technical phraseology, 
she Jiads ingeneralexactlyconformable 
^o her own j but she embraces them^ 
not because they are sanctioned by par- 
ticular names, but because they seem 
to her to be consonant to scripture- To 
the service of the church of England 
' she for the same reason adheres, and 
ijTould so adhere whether it were 
proved or disproved that Calvin or 
his friends had a hand in composing 
it. But while she thus adheres to the 
church, she cannot, for the aforempn-' 
tioned reasons, think it incumbent 
upon her in her present state of igno- 
rance, to enter the lists as its cham- 
pion^. 



D.n.iized by Google 



t ^*' ] 

piofi, and to hurl deRance upon 
all who think they may be sa<(%d 
though they cotne not *iihin its pale; 
Let those who have power for the 
contest, arm themselves for thecomi 
bat ; she has been taught to consider 
her sex as precluded from the field of 
strife. Nor is a sense of propriety 
the only motive that deters her froirt 
engaging in the war of controversy. 
Dbiibts concerning the consequences 
which such warfare might have upon 
her own miild, and upon the minds of 
others, would at all events impose re* 
Btraint. From all she has oWieTved it 
appears to her, that, with whatever 
temper abatfact propositions may be 
maintained by those who thoroughly 
understand theni; they are seldom sup^^ 
ported by those have' not that ad* 
Vantage, without some violence to tha 
spirit of charity. The propositions 
ipay bejustand true; but the zeal that 
violates 
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violates charity converts them into 
means of inflaming the pride and ani- 
mosity of party. Ifthe time ever arrives 
in which it sh;iil be made clear to her 
that the spirit of party lends to ad 
vance the interests of religion, the 
spirit of party it will then become 
her duty to acquire. While her con- 
viction leads to an opposite conclu- 
sion, no friendship for the individuals 
of which any party is composed; no 
respect for. the talents, or the learn- 
ing, or the worth of any who arrange 
themselves beneath its banners, will 
lead her to assume its badge. ■ Her 
earnest wish <is to see all Christians 
join in anxious endeavours to spread 
the knowledge and the spirit of the 
Gospel. Whoever labours in this 
vineyard ought not to look to the 
praise of their fellow-labourers, but.to 
the Master of. the vineyard for their 
reward. If the following little work 
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is acceptable in his sight, it will have 
been accepted as a labour of love. It 
interferes with no one's opinions; it 
clashes with no one's interests. It 
may be dfescribed in the words of the 
celebrated Bishop of Down and Con- 
nor in his epistle dedicatory to the 
sermons preached at the Gulden 
Grove. 

" The special design of the whole" 
"is to describe the greater lines of, 
" duly by special arguments ; and if 
*' any witty censurer shall observe 
" that I tell him nothing but what 
" be knew before, I shall be con- 
" tented with it, and rejoice that he 
" was so well instructed ; and wish 
" also that he needed not a remem- 
*' brancer : — and that X profess not 
" to make curious inquiries after new 
" NOTHINGS, but pursuances of old 

" TEUTHS." 
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ledge or ivisdom than we possess — ^Perversion 
of language, in the constant use of exaggerating 
epithets, unfriendly to the interests of truth — 
Exhortation against being deceived by the false 
appearance 
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appearance of happiness assumed by tb« vatm- 
TICS of dissipatioa — Against the fear of ridicvis 
-^—Aguinst the apprehension of suffering by at 
steady adherenco to the principles enforced— 
Virtue shewn to tie most faTOurable to our 
happiness, independent of all consideration of 
a future state — Religion the Wrest support <^ 
virtue— An invitation to examine (he fotiodiH 
tion upon wbicli we rest oar hopes .S39 
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to THE niGHT HOMOURABtfi 

Welt Hair, Not. 14, 1 bos/ 

My dear Ladt/ Elizabeth, 

The correspondence, from which I 
promised myself so much pleasurf; 
has, by the occurrence of unforeseen 
circumstancesj been interrupted ; but 
the tender aiFection, which led me so 
willingly to embrace the [jroposal of 
entering into itj remains unimpaired. 
Of the nature and strength of that 
afFectionj you have had so many con- 
vincing proofsi that; young as you 
are, I have no apprehension of their 
being ever effaced from your remem- 
brance. 

B * the 
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The full assurance I possess of hav- 
ing gained the love, the confidence, 
and esteem of the most amiable and 
engaging of children is, I confess, ex- 
tremely gratifying to. my heart ; it is 
the more gratifying from a con- 
sciousness of never having permitted 
any consideration to interfere with 
what appeared to me the great and 
real interests of the precious objects 
of my tenderness. . It is, indeed, a 
great consolation to reflect, that in 
every recollected propf of the strength 
o.f my attachment you will be able to 
trace the undevlating steadiness of 
the principles by which it was guided ; , 
nor liave I any doubts concerning 
the nature of the impression they left 
upon your mind. 

Thehopcs I formed respecting you, 

my beloved child, will, I trust, be 

amply, realised: and, though the 

"time 1 had the pleasure of spending 

with. 
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«'ltti ybti was too sitoTt to admit of 
in$ th!flg Kke a regular development 
ef the frtaii I hat! formed for yournrt- 
jfro^emtfiti I trust the corner stofte 
wMch I laid wfll be re'timeil as the 
fcunrfatroh of the ftrtQ^ft supersftiic- 
ftir& the CMftollfoOi wfth ffhfch you 
received fttfnyof the raiportairf irvtihs 
it ffas my defi^t to imfoM to you, 
gives oie reasdu to htipe, liat t"h'e f6tift- 
dation tfias laid WiM Aot be eisity 
Sha'k'eA. fiiit thotfgh' mMiyo/ these 
truths may retain a place itt yoni 
fntttioty, your jecollection with re- 
gard to others may hi ifinpfirfect. Evert 
tfios'e rrtneihfiei'ed' wifli accuracy will 
ht fecalle^ iti & detached form, antf 
not as parts of one great and cohnect** 
ed y&ofe. They wilt have the force 
of ptec6ptS, but they will not bar* 
fhe po*6if of principles. 

The primary ohject of the lelteri 

*hlcA I have it how in coitehiplatibn 

bS to 
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to address to you is to supply this de- 
ficiency. Of the various motives 
which have determined me to give 
them in a public form, I shall only 
mention that which immediately coa- 
cerna yourself; and which I hope will 
be sufficient to obviate all the objec- 
tions that can be made against it 

No communication of my senti- 
ments would, I am persuaded, have 
been received by you with indiffe- 
rence ; but how could I expect that, 
at your tender age* letters in manu- 
script would be preserved with care, 
or, if preserved, that they would be 
reperused in a regular series, so as 
to give thera the advantage of con- 
nexion ? 

Nor is this all. Of written letters 
addressed to you, my dearest Lady 
Elizabeth, to you -the benefit must 
have been exclusively confined. It 
is not 80 with my affectipn, which 
embraces, 
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embraces, with almost equal warmth, ■ 
every individual of that lovely circle, 
on which I have never looked but 
With emotions of delight; on which 
I can never thinlf hut with the most 
lively, the rtiost heart-felt interest ! , 
Those instructions which your su- 
perior years and more ripened intel- 
lect rendered it proper, in the time ■ 
we spent together, to address exctu-> 
siveiy to . you, would, had circuni-' 
stances permitted me to prolong my 
visit, have been in substance re- 
peated to your sisterst , That they 
will DOW be repeated with the same 
effect as when J had it in my power 
to watch the favourable moment of 
impression, and to seize the opportu* 
nity which passing events afforded 
for illustrating their utility, it were 
vain, to expect, But they will stilj 
have these advantages over the in- 
structions to be found in other books, 
they 
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ihty will be associated >□ tlje mempry 
with t^e recollection of tbose bliss- 
ful hq\it9, when tbe nevly a^^ken^ 
Tfiitid first learned to exs4 its powera 
of observatiopi wlien the spQrU of 
infancy 'v^ere foitnd a soqrce of de^ 
light and of instruction ; yfhen the 
uifderstandiog vas first ^ught fo rea- 
son, ^nd the hefft (q fe^ -j-rrahoYe 3,11^ 
they will t^P reipepib,^d a« the part- 
ing gift of a fond, ap ip^^lgept, »pd 
pypr fajlJhfMl friegd ! 



p.a.t,zsd by Google 



f. 



C r 3 



LETTER IL 



My deareU Lady Elizabeth, 

YoU are too well acquainted with 
ftiy setitimetits to render it necessary . 
to inform you that there is, in my bjri- 
niort, oitfE great object ifi education, 
to which all others should be subser- 
vient, with which flo other should 
ifit^rfere, xftd ia conrparisOQ with 
which all bth^r objects are as dust 
in the balance. 

Td Iftam ta nitfke such a tise of all 
the talents which heavftn has bestowed 
as shall lead tatiie attainment of ever- 
listing glory, is the Central point to 
wWCli all our views atid eff6i'ts ougiit 
to 
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to be directed : nor, unless our conr 
ceplions upon this subject are very 
dark and confused, shall we suffer any 
apprehension of being obliged to 
malie a sacrifice of our happiness here, 
to the hopes of obtaining happiness 
hereafter. Did our happiness here 
consist in the unlimited gratification 
of every appetite and passion, this 
>vould certainly be the case ; bpt even 
the experience of cbildbqod is suf^ 
iicient to prove the contrary. 

Did any of my dpar little girls evef 
feel so happy, in the indulgeoce of a 
capricious humoitr, 33 tbey haye done 
vhen, after having conquered the 
wayward inclifiatioij to di^obedipnce, 
they have read in the eyes of their 
friends that appfob^tiop which (heip 
Ijttle hearts exulted in the consciousr 
ness of having merited? I'brougb 
every stage of life the feeliqgs in this 
fespect \yfll be the samp. The con- 
quest 



jt.z?ci.«Go(>;5lc. 



t 9 : 
<}uest gained over every inclination, 
which repson and religion teach u» 
to subdae, will constantly be followed 
by a greater degree of happiness th^n 
ihe gratification of it could have pro-r 
cured. 

To illustrate this truth was the chief 
aim of all the best philosophers of 
(Jreepe and Rome. But you, my dear 
child, have been initiated in the doc- 
trines of 3. philosophy more valuable 
than all ihey knew or taught; a phi- ' 
losophy, which, instead of layingdown 
rules for the conduct in particular 
instances, exterids its purifying influ- 
ence to the inmost recesses of the 
heart. The delight with wliich you 
imbibed its sacred tenets, the deep 
iflipression which they made upon 
your mind, and the salutary influence 
which they evidently shed over your 
heart, have opened to me a source of 
^Ope with regard to you, which, I 
trust 
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trast in GoH, will never be ex- 
hausted. Tlie morning hoursf we 
•pent togetlier will not, I flatter 
myselfj be soon forgotten by either 
party ; nor, while the promisfe you 
made me at parting, of pursaing the 
same practice, and comm^acipg the 
studies of every day by reading a por- 
tion of the'holy acripture, is on your 
part fulSlied, will the blessing, which 
seemed to rest upon them, be with- 
ftrawD. 

Ill the holy scriptures you will find 
all, that is necessary to make you 
V wise unto salvation." Blit it is not 
a mere speculative knowledge of all 
the truths which they contain,- that 
will be thus effectual: .for all that 
scripture teaches us is k'nown, and ac- 
knowledged tq be true, by thousands, 
wljto nevertheless continue to act just 
in the same manner as they would 
|iave acted, had tliey oever heard of 
aGod 
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4 OiiO or Saviour* Knowledge .doet 
not necessarily imply prirtcipie. Mpv 
ih'iB Iiappeifs, ^ shall . liereaft«r ex- 
plat □. 

Jt mjiy, in the first place, be expe- 
dient to consider vhat we mean bj 
firiaciple. It is a term so.oftea oiade 
use of that it must be familiar to your 
car ; but you know I am a great frjeocl 
Xfi accuracy, with regard to our so- 
tions respecting the meaning of the, 
ii'ords we use ^ nor have I oftea found 
1,he pi'epautioQ unnecessary, especi- 
^ly when 4 termi^ employed in moup 
senses thari oae: 

When we spieak of the ^rst J^'f*? 
ciple of any thing, we niean. sQmc- 
thing thai; is essential to it^ extst-? 
ence, and without which it could 
not be. ThuAf we say that ta be* 
iieve in God is the Jirst ^rJjicipU of 
qli religion, beca.use' witliout a belief 
\a God tfeerc could be no reljgioa 
whatever^ 
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whatever. We say likewise that truth 
and justice are first principles in mor 
rals, because truth and justice are 
essential to our nociotis of morality. 
But when we say that iuch a one has 
good or bad principles, I am afraid 
we do not always so thorough ly.c6m- 
prehend the full force of the e:(- 
prcssion* 

To have good principles is not 
merely to know our duty, aiid to be 
furnished with the best motives for 
performing it ; but to have this know- 
ledge and these motives convertect 
into active habits of the mind, so 
that whenever we are called to judge 
or to act, we may instantly and in- 
voluntarily judge and act as they 
prescribe. 

The difference between a good edu- 
cation and a bad one, in my opi- 
nion is, thai in the courseof the for- 
mer the young mind is assisted m 
transforming 



.:i.« Google 



C 13 ] 
transforming the precepts of religion 
5nd 'virtue into those habits of think- 
irig and acting, wliich are termed 
ruling principles ; and that in the 
latter, no such assistance is afforded. 
. This will explain to you why I took 
so much pains to induce you to bring 
every opinion and action to a ^ertaiti 
test-'-a testto which you had in all 
cases previously yielded a full assent. • 
It will explain to you, wjiyl.never 
thought, in any thing relative to mo- 
ral conduct, mere restriction to be 
s.ufficient J but endeavoured to prompt 
even the youngest of you, to acquire 
a habit of self-conlrol from a sense 
of interest and of duty. 

At the dis-taiice to which I am row 
removed,,! can no longer thus as- 
sist you : but of such assistance I 
trust you will never be entirely des- 
titute. It is, however, noi more tlian 
assistance that can be afforded you 
by. 
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%f the ifiOst enlightened ot iealotW 
ftteodd ycM can posslWy be ever bles* 
Kd'whh. They may give you pre-' 
«pts, bat it is by your own prac- 
tical ejfercise of the precepts taught, 
that they must be worked into ihe 
]»rraciples open which your future' 
ehSMctcT will depend. 

I had (htf pfeasorc of witnessing in 
many instances, the spontaneous ef- 
fecW of tbtj' dawn of principle, in the! 
children so dear to my affections : 
but it is- By constant and habitual ex- 
ercise thai it can alone be confirmed ; 
mdd 28 tWs ekercise depends in a great 
wieaSifire oW the force with wlii<;h thd 
precepts of rdigion and virtue reciff 
fo the miftd, it is necessary that these 
ftecipts should be kept in yoiir re-' 
membrance by frequent repetition.. 
Intliis view my correspondencd majK 
•till be serviceable. ' . 

Whilfr it wa» m my power to- lay" 
bold 
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hold on the favourable moment fof 
impressing the mind with religious or 
moral sentiments, I often preferred 
indirect methods of instruction. 
Leaving to the care of your zealous 
and indefatigable governess to in- 
struct yoit in the letter of the law, 
I eiKleavoured, in the- hours of play 
and relaxation, to impress its spirit 
on the heaft. My instructions; as 
they must now necessarily assume a 
graver form, so must they embrace x 
wider field than when drawn forth by. 
the passing occurrences of the day, 
and confined to topics which you 
were fully prepared by previous in- 
formation to comprehend. But T. 
promise you, they shall be enlivened 
as much as possible by the sort of 
illustration best suited to your pre- 
sent taste. On part^ of my subject 
that are yet new to you I may, per- 
haps, at first reading appear obscatc 
I I hop«^ 



.:i.« Google 



[IS J 
i hope i shall- seldom be altogethei* 
unintelligible ; but wlicnever yoil 
meet with any thing that you do 
iiof perfectly understand, I would 
tecoinmend it to you to mark the* 
passage with your pencil, and, after 
you bave j^one through the whole, to 
return to it and give it tlie advantage 
of reconsideration. You willi how- 
ever, as I trust, have little reason td 
complain of obscurity, provided you 
read with attention; and it is only 
according to the degree of attention 
you bestow, that I expect you to pro- 
fit by the perusal. 

I consider it as your peculiar hap- 
piness, my dear Lady Elizabeth, that 
you have never learned to connect 
the idea of dulness, with subjects that 
are in Jheir nature serious. Were it 
not for my knowledge of this favour- 
able circumstance, I should scarcely 
dare to hope for your attention, where 
there 
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ttient ; but I know that it is riot with 
yea always riecessafy to ■ ttigagfc thfc 
ftncyj in ordet loiiiterest the lieat-t 
■ Wiitil unlttd to- such a flow of 
spirits as you Jraturaily p6sfie3Si A 
tiete for setioi^ reading* and a relish 
fbf serious cdtiverfiation, become h 
blming of the first magnitude; fbt 
there is tlieti Mb redsoti to apprehend that 
tlie youthful mind will lose its spright* 
ly tone, by the force cif atiy-ltriprcs-* 
(ibtu made upon It by premattire rcit 
fl«Otlon> Vou know hoir little friend* 
ty I am to aoght that iS' glOOiriy M 
ftUBlere. Yoa ktio« happiness to hi 
my professed objeet, and that. all td 
wivichmy arguments tend, is to fet^ 
suade yoit never upon any aeeouut %tt 
sacri6ce a greater pm-tioik o( bappi^ 
ftess to a lesser. 

Chitdren. and itieo»^ who M« MITl 

tnit children past gPsving* 0f6 itt 

c some 



3.n.iized by Google 



C 18 1 

iome respects upon the same footing* 
AH are alik« in training for a state 
to which they have not yet arrived- 
Childhood is a state ,of preparation 
for youth; youth ibr maturity; and 
maturity for that state ef existence 
beyond the grave, of which this yery 
analogy might give ua some notiony 
but of which the goodness of God 
has in mercy assured ua, through Jesus 
Christ. 

Uppii a. very little consideration 
you will perceive, that the well-being 
and .heppiiiiess of eaclf of. %he$e states 
ef existence, depend much upon ;tHe 
preparation made fQr it in the prer. 
^adipg state. Children who, have 
been very much neglected in infancy, 
aad who$e faculties Imve never been 
exercised, iv'iW And their tasks much 
more difficult than tliqse who have 
been early taught to pay attention to 
objects of improvement* If, through 
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ihe agericy oF careless or wicked, pc f J 
tonsi they have acquired bad habitsi 
tliey will suffer yet more Severely) 
and if tlie^ bad habits dre not re^ 
solately conquered, they will suffei^ 
through life; accumulating iii aJl its 
stages sia, and reaping ia all iU stages 
sorrov: Nor are tfe authorized, eitlier 
by reason or scripture; to concludcj 
that the consequences will with this 
lift end i for as you sec in the case 
I have stated, tbe yoiith siifiTers for 
wha£ vfii done or neglected in child^ 
hood> and tl\6 man »uffeis for har* 
ing neglected the opportunity of im- 
provement in youth ; it seems to be 
btit a continuation of the same chain, 
of consequences^ that he should ia 
the ensuing state sufTer^ forVh&t he 
' had dobe or neglected in the lastJ 
But this most dreadful penalty^ it wta 
in his own power, by timely repent- 
tlnce^to have averted^ He might lil 
e 3 youtb^ 
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youtB, by applicatton, have made up 
Jbr the neglect of childliood. Ue 
might by self-restraint, have coQ- 
trolled the passions -which Irad been 
fostered by indalgence, and by stor- 
ing his miod with the best motives^ 
and acting up to thedegree of know* 
ledge he posscssedi have prepared 
himself for entering on the future 
with advantage. Even after he had 
reached maturity, the sins of bii 
youth might by penitence have been 
. cancelled. But though, while life it 
granted, the gates of mercy stand 
open, those, who have not in tb« 
morning of life been jput upon the 
path that leads to them, wilt .not be 
apt to explore it When the day draws 
near its close ! To that path there is 
no certain and infallible guide, but '' 
£xed and iteady principles. 

That much may be done towards the 
formation o£ religious and moral prin- 
ciples, 
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ciples, even in the early years of lift, I 
have always been inclioed to believ^ 
wad the experience which I ohtatoed 
during the last suminer, : :has trans- 
formed- belief iato certainty. To 
make children sensible of the advan- 
tage to be derived from, making slight 
sacrifices of the present will, in order 
to attain a greater degree of future 
happiness, seemed much more diffi- 
cult in theory, than I found it to be 
in practice. A provision seems in* 
deed to have been made for this ne* 
cessary part of the education of the 
human race, - through all the succor 
sive stages of. life, .as in none of them 
are we permitted the gratuitous ea* 
joyment of what appears ta our ima- 
ginations the greatest good. The un« 
limited indulgence of the prevailing 
desire, is in general recompensed by 
future misery; nor is future happiness 
in aay of the stages of life, to be .pur- 
chased 
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pbised without a certain portion qf 
present pain. If virtue be on one 
side connected with felicjty, it is ■on 
the other linked to self-denial: and 
if wisdom and honour are the coniT 
panious oif knowledge, knowledge » 
herself the offspring of diligence ^nd 
application* 

All the decorums of life, alt the 
graces which constitute the charm of 
polished manners, are theoifspring of 
restraint imposed on inclination ; nor 
till they have acquired the force of 
habits, are they adopted by nature ai 
her own. ' Before this can be accomT 
plished, Jiow many painful sacrifices 
must be paid I 

When I affirm that labour and self- 
denial are the appointed tutors of the 
jdumsn race, to whom all must sub* 
init, who >vouid attain totxcellence; 
J do oot wish to check, the playful 
^ivacity of ^he youthful fancy, by 
anticipated 
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«brtow.' The ddctriflt ^hich I now 
iftcolcate, is ind^eietof such extensive 
application, as to en|braoe every stfttc 
and .period of our existences but . 
ft-ovidence which wisely ordereth aU 
things, while it has rendered thC 
wholesome discipline of restraint 
alike necessary, iR' youth and inage^ 
to ftrtute happiness aad glory, has 
with regard to childhood softened thi 
rigour of the decree, 4>y bdStowiti^ 
such- an elasticity of spirits,' as pre- 
vents' any bad eflfecta from memeiitary 
dgection. The instant restraint is 
taken off, the light heart rebounds to 
joy. The tear of sorrow is arrested 
in the eye of innocence by the smile 
of pleasure. The sigh of disappoint- 
ment is no sooner breathed than it is 
forgotten! 

It is not the child, but the parent, 

f)j those who without a parent's name 

,e?pericpce 
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bjipeijettct the y«anu9ga of pwwtiri 
teaderneaa, thtfceoe. then rhe red «t]fr 
fneisr I know not that the virtue pf 
ftirtttude oap he put to » sevei«r. I^at, 
Ikln vbco calkd onto inflict »^y.dfiT 
grefi!:f}f ipain pn tjiq ol^ects ©f B^r" 
liOii. ■ 

] . To check thgt gaiety, whi^ iiij*??- 
^fSpe-:(he sole cnlivgper «f e^isteBce; 
fej.eiifoKe pbediep?* at the.flio(5eflti 
$hiit!one wishes to i?»p4rt M\$^^i:^ 
^m^f ippli^tion when the hfa^t'dt^r 
solves in tender .loy«; ^nd t(5 f iilJEifSe 
^ith ^m ^^*e *P«?' eyes,, vhich 
he^;^; Jheir; 8wp«tness on lhe;^Qul, ta- 
fluirw na inp^n effort of reaolytiorif 
y^lS?? whe». the, parent's piindU 
5)less!ed with 9uch powers of cprnprer 
Ii6n«i<^ M to see- clearly what.^^ri, 
^ceg.tb? fut9rf.goo4 demands,.. and 
possesses sufficient firmnes| to inake 
the sapriflce deniaiuikd. i* ^ ^^^^9 
heiMpeeted ^h^J.ftHfi^efgr^.wili be 
made. 
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iQed^. But whe^ they at any time 
are made by a fond and indulgent 
friend, it will be to an amiable chil4 
9 sonrpe of future happiness and gra* 
fcitude, May you, my amiable young 
friend, profit alike by the indulgence 
whijch anticipates your wishes, anii 
by the ^isappointmems which cross 
theml M^y the ^pne increase beae- 
yolfince, without inipairjug the power 
f>£ self-cQDjtroli ^nd the other .teacl) 
you resigp^tiQO, without f.esseiiipjf 
b/cnevolepce 1 A^jctj, 



WettHun, Nor. SJit, I84S. 
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riAviNc in tiiy last letter explain- 
ed to you how much our happin«3, 
through every pej-iod of Ufe, depends 
BB tiie conduct of the preceding' pe- 
jio<^ J shall now give you the best 
directions in my power for improving 
this impDrtapt (rvth into a principtp 
of action. 

It is impossible for us at an early 
period of life, or indeed at any 
period, to have clear views coii- 
terning the remote consequences of 
pur actions; but if we do pot live in 
a constant habit of self-deception, we 
fif} seldom be ^t a loss to know the 
inotives 
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jnotires from which tbey proceed. 
fo iliustrgte this, 

Let u» suppose a young Udy, 
^vhp, from not having been aceustome4 
to exercise ^ttentioi?, finds the appli- 
cation necessary to the aicquirement 
pf any branch uf education, to be 
^ccotnpanied wjth trouble and fa-r 
tigue f and ipbo therefore trifles away 
the tifne which she ought to have de- 
voted to it. She cannot see all the 
consequences of thus idly wasting 
thc'season of improvemertt • but she 
koows that the indulgence of indo- 
lence 19 the motive, and that indor 
?ence is a vipe, inasmuch as it is th^ 
foe of every virtue. Shp therefore err? 
against coDviction ; and, though she 
piay not have very adequate notjon^ 
of tt^edisadyantage^ which will here- 
after afisc to her ja consequence oflie); 
present neglect, she muit have ob$erv- 
pdf or he^fidj that gross ignorance yfi\\ 
fxppsp 
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expose her to deserved contempt, Sh? 
is conscious that she wilj fie; niiseP- 
able in Uejiig despi&ed ; hut the temp- 
tation is at hand-T-t!ie, misery is at;# 
distance' She therefore indulges the 
desire. of the present moment,, and 
drives tlie thoughts of the futur-e from 
her mind. 

.Here you evidently see the dif- 
fereoce tle.t^^*een knowledge and prin* 
ciple; This young lady poulcl disr 
criminate Ijetween rigljtaifd wrong 
in her motives, and couldev^n foresee 
the consequences th4t .would ensue a4 
detrfmenta! to her happiness, ^nd yet 
her conduct was just the same as if 
she had neither felt tlie one, nor fore- 
seen the Other, But had her know-, 
kdgeof what was right, babituaUy led 
to the practice pf it, sh^ would, as 
sojQU as she became cppsitjious of vhat 
lifr duty -was,, have resolutely pacri- 
flppd tJip inctiufttiops thst.opfKKed it. 
I^dy 
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■ Lady Fawiy**-; had eicacttytliesome 
d&positioh to iiutoleflce,"' the' sanie 
awrsion to study-as th^-yiawj^'lfedy 
meritioiied above:' but tliey tfer* 
brought up in different flotirtn« of 

duty,' Miss htd unfortunately 

Irarned to think, that becauseshc was 
aa heiress, ^nd an only child,- she was 
accountable to no one. Lady Fanny 
lived with an aunt, who called her to 
au exact account for ivery mis^spent 
moment. The value of lime, and the 
MTiportant consequences, of employing . 
tbe hours of early youth to the best 
^vantage, wefe so often presented to 
her mind, ihat wheiwver she found 
Iwrself" inclined to loiter away the 
morning in doing nothing, the con- 
victian she had ohtaWd of tlie im- 
propriety of indulging in this way 
occurred to her recollection^ She in- 
stantly shook off sloth, and applied 
herself with "diligence to sometiiiiig ' 
uieful. 
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iisefuli %e at fini indeed, and wttif^ 
she continued a Uttle chiiAi vaS chiefly 
influenced by the dread -of intatt'mg 
her aunt's drsptea&dre^ and the ■hopfi 
of obtaining lier apprObafion, with- 
out any distinct tiotioos cbdcefohig , 
the moral reasons for either ; but aM 
she gi'ew older and wiser, these' ap'-' 
peared to her in their proper light; 
they accorded with the dictates of 
conscience, and with all those Views 
of duty which religious instrtiction 
presented to her mind* Thus you per- 
ceive that the idea of accbuntablenes9> 
which in childhdod extended only ta 
the parent who instructed her* wa^ 
the means of laying the foundation of 
those habits of mind, which led to the 
active discharge of every duty* 

In our early yearsj we only con* 
aider ourselves accountable to those 
whom Providence has set over us* 
Religion extends our views* It ex- 
hibits 
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bibits to OS the omnipotent and ^lef-^ 
nal Governor of the univtrse, as in- 
timately acquainted - Vith all . bvi 
thoughts, and' wortls, andactdais. .It 
gives us the assHTance that'he who is 
DOW our witneia, will hereafter br our 
judge j aiid that to htm w« shall be 
obliged to render a strict account:, not 
eOly of all we do, but of all we utter, 
and of all we thiok. It is.in this idea 
of accountableness, when It becomes 
bftbitual to the mind, so as on all occa- 
sions instantaneously to pFCsent it- 
self, and constantly to influence our 
practice, that we shall find the tnw 
security of .virtue. 

An idea of our being accountable 
to God, may float in the imagination, 
nay, it may in our serious moments 
become anobj^ctof our firm belief; 
but it is not until (t dwells, in ouf 
liea;-tS, and restrains or prompts us in: 
our actions, that it can. be said to be 
to 
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to B$ & principle. The importance of 
thus fixifigr ^h>3 invaluable principle 
in the heart, is too obvious to require 
cxpIanidiDo* Even they who have 
it not; they who nereract but ironr 
the impulse of the present passion, 
will not ijeny its utility with regard. 
to others* None can wish well t« 
any individual, and not wish that hi» 
or her general conduct may be sucb 
as will be approved of God ; and as a ' 
constant sense of being accouotahkt 
to God for every action is the lead- 
ing security for suoh aline of conduct, 
none will speak lightly of such a prin- 
ciple to those in whose virtue they 
have any interest 

This is one of the many instances 
in which vice is obliged to yield to 
virtue. The young lady whom I in- 
troduced a few pages ago, woukt'not 
have chosen, while she indulged lier 
own indolence, to recommend the 
same 
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hatne sort oF indulgence to Itidse eft 
*hdse active exCTtlona she depended 
for any of her conifoi'ts. By tliis test 
We may often bfe able to discover what 
is i-eally rights aild to detect Vfhkl is ' 
really wrong:. But ttt Wtutii Id ouif 
tnore immediate subject 

In order to redder the beUef of oiil" 
"being accouiitablb to God a gdVerd* 
ing principle^ it is nece^safy that we, 
in the first place, endeavour to im* 
press it upon our minds by seriously 
attemTing to what is Said of it in 
the Scriptures of both the Old and 
Kew Testament} and iDotdel* to keep 
up the force of the impression, that 
we recal it frequently to bur remem* 
l)rance, particutatly before and aftef 
the perforniance of any action that is 
Bot of a nature morally indifFereat* 

Now all this, you perceive, must 

be your own act and deed. All that 

any friend can do, is to stir you up to 

» the 
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the necessary exertion : but still I pray 
you to remember, that before it can be 
ef any benefit to you, the principle 
must have been made your own. That 
you may meet with as little to obstruct 
you as possible in thus improving the 
idea of accountableness into an active 
principle, I shall nov endeavour to 
put you on your guard against the 
obstacles you are most likely to meet 
withjSothatthey may cither he avo)4- ' 
ed or overcome. 

The first I shall mention arises from 
a temptation by which we are at all 
ages very apt to be beset, viz. mea- 
suring our attainments and delicien* 
cies, our good and our bad qualities 
by a ^Ise standard ; 9sd rejoicing 
in the flattering, assurance we thence 
obtain, that we ane no worse tlian 
others. 

Miss Glpss affords an instance 

exactly in point' Sb« lives with her 

grand- 
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grand-mamma, a lady of greftt igfi 
, and experience, and of ezcellent 
good sense, and wlioj notwithstand- 
ing 'tier extreme fondness for hef 
gratidcbild, sees and points out het 
faslts* She never has, howeter, iri 
any instance, been ahle to convince 
Miss Gloss that she ^vas much to 
bUme, or to lead her to any seri* 
ous purpose of amendment i for un* 
fortunately it has happened, that of 
every fault which her grandmother 
has discovered, some tine or other 
of. Miss Gloss's companions hare 
been still more guilty thai? herself. 
Her method of arguing is as follows 1 
" Well, I am sure, though I won't 
*' Bay that it was not wrong to do s9 
" or so, it was not more wrong in 
" me than in Lady Jane, or Lady 
•*■ Mary, or Miss Louisa, and yet who ■ 
*' finds fault with Ihem ? Are not 
" they praised and admired by every 
dS "one? 
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" one ? "Why should I pretend to be 
" better than they aie ? I vish only 
•' I were half aa good i" 

This habit of jusUfying herself by 
the faults of others, has . created in 
Miss Gloss a propensity to seek for 
the faults of which she is to make 
this convenient use. She seeks with 
. -a wish to find; and no sooner is this 
wish born than it gives birth to 
malignity. Never do you hear Miss 
Gloss speak of a generous or noble 
action perfoimed by any one of her 
acquaintance. Never does she, of her 
own accord, acknowledge the supe- 
riority of one who is distinguished 
for talents, or admire another on ac- 
count of bergenias, or praise a third 
because of her goodness of heart ; 
but in none does she fail to dbcern 
the petty Wemlsh which serves her A 
once as a consoUtton and excuse fox 
Coiuclous tnlcriority. 

Yo» 
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Vou viU consider Miss Gloss as a 
verydetestablecharacter: butintrutb> 
my' dear, she is no worse than the 
generality of what is termed Me woW^ 
Her faults are the natural result of 
the absence of that principle which! 
have been so strenuously recommend- 
ing. Had Miss Gloss kept it perpe- 
tually in remembrance that she was 
to be accountable to God for her 
own actions, accountable for the 
talents with which she was endoved, 
accountable for the opportunities of 
improvement which she possessed, 
and accountable for the dispositions 
she cherished in her heart, she would 
have examined herself by a less fal- 
lacious standard than the merits or 
deiperits of those who fell within the 
limited sphere of her observation* 

For one who is to mix with the 

world in an elevated situation in so* 

cJety, it becomes peculiarly requisite 

to 
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to have the belief of being accotint- 
able to tlie supreme Lord and Gover- 
nor of the universe fixed in the mind 
as a principle of action. Where it is 
not thus fixed, nor bronght into 
constant use, the example of those 
high in rank, in power, or in honors, 
and the still more fatal example of 
the multitudes who offer incense to 
the possessors of these external ad- 
vantages, will be considered as the 
sole criterion of right and wrong. 

Those who look not beyond this 
world, must inevitably learn to judge 
of themselves ds they think they are 
judged of by the world. They will 
estimate others by the same rule; 
and, while they see that depravity of 
heart, and even jTroflig-acy of roan-' 
ners, prevent not the world from 
offering adulation^ at the shrine of 
power, they will put a highep value 
P,R pQ\y?f tfe^P. on yirtue ; and \yhen 
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they compare themselves with those 
vbo, notwithstanding essential ble- 
mishes, are thus courted and caressed, 
they wilt lay the comparison as an 
opiate to conscience. 

In all situations in society, this 
species of self-delusion is too preva- 
lent. All are too apt to think that 
there is in their particular case some- 
thing that demands and obtains par- 
ticular indulgence ; but it is in the 
higher classes alone that this false 
sentiment has a chance of remaining 
uncombated ; because to persons thus 
unfortunately situated truth does not 
present itself unsought for, as it fre- 
quently does in a less elevated sphere. 
To those who have been nurtured in 
false notions of their own inherent 
superiority, truth is, in general, but 
an unwelcome guest ; and who, know- 
ing it to be such, would dare to intro- 
duce it to the company of a superior ? 
Not 
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Not BMrelj ^factse who, from motive^ 
of vanity or ^elf-interest, spU^t tM( ' 
superior's favour 1 

Even thos^ ipstablUhed Uwf of por 
liteness which give to polished 8.0^ 
eiety its moat f^cinatipg cbarms^are,' 
in this viewf. unfriendly to virtu?f 
They teach ffieruts to flatter ) apd, by 
{pakip^ \t a pri^ciplp pcver to speal^ 
iany Ulirig thait is pot agreeaWe, they 
prcvei^t sincerity itself frgit) speaking 

You vjU from this oh^erve^ that 
vihen erraneo^s opipiom have beeii 
formed by persons iit the situations 
to which I allude, they have not the 
same phaqce of detecting their oivn 
errors^ as persons whose observations 
■ p.o liuqian character are exercised in 
ft wider field. The very highest, are, 
jn this respect, little less disadvan^ 
fageoHsly sityaled tlian the very 
Jpyvpsf; fl^sseu Pf spcjety. The in- 
rfiyidM^U 
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dividual* of each are confined to a 
Barrow eircle; but those who move 
in the higher have a peculiar disad- 
vaotage arising from this circum* 
staucei viz. that narrow as their circle 
is, they caatiot fail to observe biow 
much it gives the tone to all that ap- 
proach it. With such temptations 
from without and from within, what 
is there to preserra the pure iutegrity 
of virtue, but the perpetual conscious- 
ness of aptiug in the presence of 
'* ijim who is of purer e^es than to 
behold iniquity ?" Of Him, hefoi:e 
whom all distinctions an annihilated, 
but those which sb^l endure for 
ever ! Who has ordained to each 
state its peculiar adv^nt^ges, its pp- 
cutiar difficulties, and its peculiar 
dangers: and who from ieach indi- 
vidual will require a strict account of 
the talents with which Be has been 
pspecjall/ cotrustee 

You 
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Yon, my dearest Lady EIizabet1)» 
you who never turned a relpctant 
«ar to tlie instructions of your friend^ 
yott who never bent an unwilling 
eye on the path of duty, wili still 
■with the same endearing docility 
enter into the spirit of the important 
doctrine now reconirhended to yonr 
attention. So when the Judge of 
all shall appear on the throne of his 
glory, ye Ukewise shall appear with 
joy ; Iiaving, like the wise virgins in 
the parable, " kept your lamp trim- 
med, and your light burning," ever 
jready to attend tlie call of your 
Lord. Farewell. 

, Kot. 23, 1305. 
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LETTER IV. 



The belief of our being accountable 
to God for all our thoughts, wordt, 
and actions, naturally leads us to the 
consideration of the perpetual pre- 
sence of the Deity; a Uuth so inse- 
parably connected with the former, 
that u-e cannot separate them even ia 
idea. 

"From the things that are made 
it evidently appears there is a God.*' 
A truth so obvious, that we are apt 
to think it could not fail to be disco* 
vered by reason ; and that by reason' 
(b? discovery ^vas no sooner made 

tbaa 
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than Jt began to connect with it the 
idea of re'tribution* Dark indeed, 
and very confused, were the notions 
which unassisted reason struck out 
upon both subjects ; but to us, light 
from' on high has sprung* Let us 
hail its radiant beams; and pursue 
vith gladness of heart the path Which 
onr God has in mercy vouchsafed to 
iilumiDate.^ 

A stedf4$t faith in the OBiniscience 



* Tbii ii by no means asserted from & belief 
that Uie buman racu was ever desiiiutc of all 
li^t upon thit snt^ect from tbe source of nvc 
l«iu>0>- It) f>» tli« contntry, »p|ieari estretneljr 
doubtfu) whether any of tbe trulbi of what ii 
commouty termed nulHra) relif[iun woulil hsvtt 
ever been discovered by tbe buman understand' 
ing without such assistance. The existence of « 
supreme First Cause, essentially wise and good, 
way theKfuTe, with more propriety, be said tft 
have been ascertained than iltscovered by human 



and 
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And omnipresence of the Ddty, is tlie 
ItHindation of all religious worship: 
a truth to which all ages atid all n^'- 
tions bear testimony. The beiit? <*f 
h is not confined to those only M 
*hom the knowledge of salvation by 
ott Saviour Jesus Clirist hsis been 
granted ; but, however dis6gui:ed by 
Superstition, (>r obscured by igno- 
rance, it pervades the human race. 

You, Nideed, perhaps liave beard> 
or may hereaftei- chance to hear, of 
Atheists— mett who pretend not t* 
fcielieve in the being or attributes oF 
Go<l : but, as I have no faculties t<> 
comprehend how any creature, en- 
.Howe<l with reason, can doubt the 
evidence of all its faculties, I con- 
fess I have aWays remained doubtful 
with regard to the existence of SucK 
a species of non-belief. I wish it 
were no less difficult to understand 
why a firm belief in the being and 
attributes 
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i^tributes of God is attended with 
so little efi«ct as it too frequentty ap* 
pears to be. You will, I am per- 
suaded, anticipate my explanation of 
the cause, by reflecting on what I 
have already urged upon the differ- 
ence between knowledge and active 
principle. 

By those who have cast off th? 
fear of God, and done wickedly, 
every recollection of the divine pre- 
sence must be made in anguish of ' 
soul. It is to the innocent and liip- 
light alone that it opens a .never- 
failing source of consolation and 
delight 

- l^e support which a "heart con- 
scious of sincere integrity receives, 
from an assurance of its being seen 
by Htm who will bring to judgment 
every secret thought, can perhaps be 
only truly appreciated "by those who 
have seen their most meritorious ac- 
X ' ' tioiM 
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tions misconstrued by the jgnoraoceor 
malevolence of their fellow- creatAHies^ 

At all times, however, and in atl 
leasons, the sublime idea of an ever- 
present God ty-fraught with hope and 
joy to such as seek "his favour anH 
protection. Let us pity the callous 
heart of him who could without 
emotion read the address of the He- 
brew bard, \a coatepi plating tlm ele- 
vating subject 

'* O Lord, thou haat searched me 
" and known me. Thou knowest my 
" down-aittiag anil mine up-rising: 
'* thou understandcst my thoughts 
" afar off. Thou compassest my path, 
"and art acquainted witli all my 
" ways; for there is not a wo»d in 
'* my tongue, hut lo 1 thou knowest 
'■ it altogether. Thoii hast beset me 
" behind and before, and laid ihinc 
*' hand upon me. Such knowledge « 
•' loo wonderful for me ; I cannot 
*' attaJa 
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* attain unto it. Whither shall I g« 
** from thy spirit? or whither shall I 
"flee from thy presence? If I aa- 
** cend up into heaven, thou art - 
"there: if I make my bed io heW, 
" thou art there. If I take the wings 
" of the morning, and dwell in the 

* uttermost parts of the sea, even 
" there shall thy hand lead me, and 
*'thy right-hand shall hold me." 

Delightful is the consciousness of 
being thus upheld by almighty power, 
and wrapt as it were in the arms 
of omnipotence 1 When we cast 
our eyes upon the wonders of crea- 
tion, and behold in the heavens, 
which are the work of his hands, the 
innumerable worlds which are placed 
near enough to be seen, and yet at 
such immense distance as to be but 
barely seen ; when we learn the real 
magnitude of any one of these stu- 
pendous orbs, and compare it with 
the 
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the seeming size, add reflect what ad 
effort of human inteltect it required 
to gain some feeble glimmerings of 
knowledge coacerniag the laws which 
guide it in its course, into what in- 
significance do we sink I And ^ yet^ 
my beloved child, we are assured by 
Him, by whom all these worlds were 
called into existence, that our souls 
are precious in his sight; and that 
though these worlds shall perish, our 
souls shall never perish, but that they 
shall be happy or miserable through 
all the ages of eternity. 

God has not left it in our power 
to choose whether we shall exist or 
not. We may, by self-murder, change 
the state of our existence, and cut 
ourselves off from that chance of 
happiness, which, while there is op- 
portunity of repentance, is allowed 
to even the worst of sinners; but 
though we may destroy the body, we 
I * cannot 
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aoul. 

We can no more alter any of tbe 
iiwft wbitJi God bas established fi>E 
fche gwreroBieBt.of the moial andiu- 
tellectual woM, bj any imagination 
we ina,y entertain concerning - tbein> 
than vs can alter the laws of the ma- 
. teiial T««ld by ow foolish fancies. 
Suppoie a persen, who likes to he in 
facdaliday, and takes Rectal case to 
have all hii windows well secured 
iroiu the intrudon of any ray of light, 
should, while be rejoices in darkness, 
take it into his head to iinagioe that 
the st» had forgotten to rise, and wa»' 
never again to slline upon the worlds 
slwuld we not think him very ab* 
surd ? How much nxire so should 
we consider hint if be proceeded to 
act upon this foolish auppositioii, and 
to order atl bia ajfairs as if the world 
was thenceforth to be involved in 
perpetual 
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peftj^iial night ; and Mi on ilo bet- 
ter grounds than because be could 
not through his massy shutters see 
^he aun t 

And ytt thi nd better fodndatioa 
thm this do thousands, and tens of 
Ibousands, drder the affairs that are 
of the last importance to their eternal 
happiness. Loving to live in metitai 
darkness, they foolishly encourage 
fheiiiselves" in Oherishing A belief 
l9i2t there is no light, and continnei 
-to persuade thertiselves, that since' 
they think ao, it rtiustb^ so, till that 
awful period arrives, wheil the fabric 
of their dwefling is dissolved, and 
the iirtwelcome sun of truth bursts 
Od their astonished souls ! . 

Never, ohl never may in jr. of the' 
children so d^ai- to my affections he 
ill (he -number of this self-detuderf 
iHiiltitiide ! May xhiiy ntVer forget' 
Xtiik Ood h*» eridowed them #ith lei- 
£ a sonable 
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sonable souls, and made tliem ac- 
countable for the use- they make of 
the faculties he has bestowed ^ that ■ 
he has made them capable of eternal 
happiuess, and liable to incur the 
penalty of eternal pain. That he has 
placed this happiness and misery in 
their own immediate reach ; bu^ that 
while he ba» guarded them from the 
latter by the.monitions of reason, the 
remonstrances of conscience, and'the 
light .of revelation^ he has called 
them to ^e former by the most pow- 
erful impulses of nature; has made 
heaven and earth, alt the works of 
creation and providence, instrumental 
to their instruction, and that he has- 
promised the aids of divine grace to, 
l,cad them to everlasting glory. 

If the God who is ever-present , 
with us, not only wills our happiness, 
but (to use the language saited to, ' 
our present weakness) has taken in- 
finite 
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finite pains to secure it te us, dqes it 
not follow, that we are bouiici 0;n out 
part to pursue that path towards it 
which he has pointed out ? Now this 
path, though it is acknowledged to 
be narrow, is neither thorny nor in- 
tricate. 

We must, if we desire to keep upon 
it, be vigilant. We must endeavour 
to attain a complete control over 
every passion which would lead us to 
transgress its bounds. We must teach 
self-will to relinquish its impetuosity, 
and self-love to unite itself in firm 
alliance with charity and benevolence. 
We may lay our accounts with hav- 
ing much to resist, and something to 
sufTer : and we can neither suffer nor 
resist without the exertion of activity 
and fortitude. Activity and forti- 
tude are therefore most necessary 
to our success: let us but exert 
them 
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them p ve ought, and the obiitqcleii 
which ^t Srft view appeared ippst 
fqrmi^abie, ^ill vitnish and be for- 
gotteb ! , 

; Adieij. 
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I Tsi^sT my dearest Lady Elizabeth 
is notyet so tired of the sobject on 
which I entered id way last letter, as 
to be averse from renewing it. Did 
our living in the preience of God de- 
pend upon our ou'n ohoice, and was 
the all-seeing eye of Deity to be 
withdraivn - wbenever we please to 
exclude it from our thoughts, then 
indeed the friend might be deemed 
impertinent who endeavoured to re- 
call the unbidden, guest/ But as 
there cannot be a moment through- 
out the whole period of our existeoee, 
ia which we can act unvritneised by 
our 
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Dur Cieator and our Judge, and as \n 
are by him expressly told tbat "he 
" that seeth in secret shall reward ui 
"openly," no means ought to be ne- 
glected or despised which can afford 
us any assistance towards establishing 
this important truth as a principle in 
our minds. 

It is in thcjeason of youth, while 
the heart is most alive to every gene- 
rous, impulse ; and when nature, sen- 
«ble of its weakness, teaches it to 
glow, with gratitude for the protec- 
tion of which It stands so much in 
need;, that a habit of living in the 
presence of God. can be most effectu* 
ally established. .^ ■ 

Very happy I am in the idea of 
having in some degree contributed 
towards laying a foundation for the 
establishment of this habitual consi- 
deration of the most important of 
truths in the- minds of my young 
frienda : 
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fiietkla : nor, while I can thus flat- 
ter myself,, shall 1 ever look back but 
with pleasure and satisfaction, to the 
hours v/e spent together in that re- 
tirement, which I purposely preferred 
to gayer scenes, in order to have it' 
in Hiy power to bestow on you an ua- 
divided attention. 

It was there you 6rst learned *'to 
" look through nature up to nature's 
" God ;" it was there you first began 
to read, in the wondrous fabric of 
the universe, the wisdom and; the 
power of the great Creator: and. 
when you became sensible of the ma- 
nifestations of his goodness, how did 
you rejoice in the consciousness that 
this great Creator, so full of wisdom 
and benevolence, is *' the God m_ 
" whom we live and move and have 
** our being!" May this reflection 
be ever, as it then was, a subject of 
delight and gladness to your heart ! 
and 
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Und such you may be assured it 
ever will be, while you peT$ever€ in 
cultivatiog in yourself ^ disposition 
to keep it perpetually in . remem- 
brance. ■. '. 

Gratitude is .one of the most de- 
lightful emotions of which w,e are 
susceptible. Not even a conviction 
of vnwoTthiness ip the person to 
wliom we have in any instance been 
indebted for an act of kiodnirB^ can 
stifle the pleasure which accompanies 
every recollection of such circum- 
stance in a , truly . genei^ous inintj-* 
But when our gratitude ascends to- 
ward^ -an object whom we perfectly 
love and oordially esteem, it is then 
a feeling .of pure and unmixed de-; 
light; a feeling which elevates and 
harmonizes the soul, and inclines us 
to impart to others a share of the fe- 
licity which glows within our own 
bosoms. 

These 
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*niese are the joys which religion 
bestows on her sincere votaries* 

But then-^the religion of which I 
spe^k, is not a thing made up of 
shreds and patches. It is not' a 
thing to be resumed at intervals, and 
to vbich you are only to devote the 
fag ends of yotir time. It is not to 
he considered as a science, in its na- 
tiue separate, and distinct from th« 
conduct and concerns of Uffe; but as 
the life of every duly, the animating 
principle of every action : it miist 
dwell, not upon your lip?, but ia your 
keart, 

I ant aware that it is not thus that 
you will at all times hear it repre^ 
s^nted. People who are destitute 
either of capacity or inclination fOr 
examining the nature of that gra- 
cious <;ovenant which God of his in- 
6niLe mercy has promutged, when 
they recommend religioa to you, will 
speak 
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8(>eak of it as a matleVof mere pro- 
priety and decorum',' ia accompHsli^ 
Mient becoming your sex anil age; 
while by othere, still nibre foolish oi- 
more ignorant, aii obserivatioa bif^tts- 
cereroonies may be enforced, 'from a 
belief that they will operate' as a- 
charm in keeping yoa from evil. ' ■ - 
Into this sort of Superstition I am 
persuaded you have too much good 
sense to be apt to fall. Never, in- 
deed, can you fall into iti' white you 
make a practice of reading ttie word 
of God with attention/ and with a 
view to imbibe the spirit of the pre- 
cepts it enforces and the doctrines 
which it unfolds. But though 
you may thus be preserved from 
erroneous notions concerning what' 
religion is, and what it requires 
of you to be, still, I must repeat 
it, the most just opinions you can 
form will be oi no further use 
than 
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than afi they come to be habttualty 
pfesenCto your mind. 

Of all thedoctrines of our holy faith, 
there is none more simple, more easy 
to be understood^ or which presents 
itself to us in a manner so irresistible, 
as that of the presence of God ; and 
yet,, where it has not been early 
impressed as a practical doctrine, 
how feeble is its influence in pre- 
serving us from the commission of 
sins ! 

In every prayer we offer up to the 
Almighty, we solemnly recognize the 
awfid truth ; for, without a firm be- 
lief in the immediate presence of tha 
Being to whom our prayers are ad- 
dressed, we are guilty of profaneness in 
repeating them, inasmucH as in doing 
so we " take the name of the Lord out 
" God in vain." Thus devotion, which 
should be found the most effectual 
iiKans of improving our faith in the 
everlastiug 
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everlasting presence of God, iat» aa 
active and abiding principle, is con- 
vert^ into an engine of superstition- 
It not only ceases to be of any use, 
but, by creating a habit of self^ 
delusion and of dissimulation, is posi- 
tively injurious. 

A subject which involves in it 
consequences of so very serious a 
nature, demands a little further at- 
tentiom^^t us then endeaivour to find 
out the cause why people, sometimes 
even through life, go o^ repeating 
their prayers in this careless and re- 
prehensible manner ; and then inquire 
tiow the fatal error may moat effec- 
tually be avoided. 

. That children should, even from 
early infancy, be accustomed to begin 
and end the day with prayer, will not 
be disputed by any one wlio considers 
the force of habit, and observes hov 
the return of any stated period serves 
. to 
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to recall the- same traiiK of thotfglifc 
to which.i we have for-aby length of 
time be«D used regularlytodevote-it. 
On this account it becomes proper, 
even before, children can form any- 
adequate idea of the duty of praye>» 
to enforce its performance, and to 
teach them the /orw before they caw 
acquire the tpirit of devotion. 

It howerertoo often happens, that 
th^ habit, thu^ acquired^ of repeating a 
cert«n set of words mechanically, at- 
certain hours, is all that it is thought 
necessary to teach. " The habit re- 
maius, perhaps, tbrotigh life; but it 
repiains as it was at first — mechani- 
cal. It produces no impression of 
the presence of God upon the mind: 
it excites no emotion of love, or of 
gratitude, or of veneration, in tiie 
l>eart, and consequently has no in- 
fluence upon tlic conduct. 

When people have been long ac- 
cusComed 
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cttstonied to slur over theif devotion* 
ID this careless manner, and to clieat 
diemselves into a belief, that by re- 
I peating 3 form of words they do all 
that is required in the performance 
of this momentoas duty, the conse- 
quences which I have poioted out 
must inevitably follow ; for it must 
be very evident to your understand- 
ing, that if even at the moment whea 
ve solemnly invoke the Most High 
vith ,our lips, no serious considera- 
tion of his immediate presence comes 
into our minds, there is little chance 
that amid the business or pleasure of 
life it will intrude upon our thoughts. 
** The fool says in his heart, there 
** is no God ;" but to say that there 
is a God, and yet to live as if there 
verenone; to address him with the 
lips as if he were present, and yet 
never seriously to re6ect whether he 
be really so^ is folly, of a aatiu'e 
stUI 
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still more strange ahd' unaccount-c 
able. 'i/v. 

A poet, with whose writings yoit 
will, I hope, be one day acquainledv 
in shaking on this subject, justly 
observes, that 

" Men may live fdols^ bat fools they cannot ' 
« die." » 

Triie as this certainly is, it is nd 
less- true, that the wisdom which does- 
not arrive till death begins to open 
the gates of eternity, arrives too late 
to be of use. To you, my deaf child; 
may it come on the wings of life's 
early morn, and accompany you to 
its closing day ; and may you never 
forget, that if in the fear of God 
wisdom has its beginning, it is in » 
continual sense of his presence that 
it has its best support ' 

* Yoiing. 



jt.z?ciovGoog[c 



[ 66 3 

By wliat I have said, you will ob- 
serve tlie fatal consequences of trust- 
ing iu the efficacy of any mere out- 
ward forms of devotion, and be sen- 
siliJe of the <lisa(lvantage under which 
those must labour, who have never 
been led beyond the first mechanical 
rules, which are in fart of no other 
use than as a preliminary towards tlie 
formation of devotional habits. 

By those uho have never learned 
to lift their hearts to (iod, he may 
be addressed with punctual regula- 
rity through every stage of life, with- 
out producing any sense of his im- 
mediate' presence on tlie mind. But 
never can it be thus with any of the 
belovfc<l children to whom I now ad- 
dress myself. ~ So easily were they 
irflpressed with love, and reverence, 
and gratitude, towards their great 
Creator, that piety seemed in them 
the spontaneous ofl'spring of feeling. 
The 
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The habit of looking up to God 
through all his works, and of consi- 
dering him as the author and girer of 
every good, as it seemed of all other 
habits that which was with least 
difficulty acquired, so I trust it wilt 
of all others be found to have taken 
the deepest root. But, though plant- 
ed in a congenial soil, it wFll not 
spring unless care be' taken to cherish 
and improve it. That care, my dear- 
est Lady Elizabeth, must now be 
yours. In aid of it, take all I now 
can oiFer — a few affectionate in- 
structions. 

In order to render prayer an eiFcc- 
tual mean of establishing arf al'iding 
sense of the presence of Deity in 
your heart, I should earnestly re- 
commend it to you, before you bow 
the knee to God, to ask yourself the 
following questions : " To whom am 
" I going to address myself,? ,-Am 
r 2 "-I about 
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" I about to apeak to the great 
'* Creator of the universe ! To Him 
** whom angels and arch-angel8 wor- 
" ship; who is from eternity to eter- 
" nity: unchangeably tiie same ! To 
" Him who knows every thoOght 
'* that passes through my heart, and 
" has been the witness of all my 
*\ actions ! And how . can I, weak, 
'*and ignorant, and sinful, as I am, 
" hope to have my prayers accepted ? 
" I hope to have them accepted 
" througli the Lord Jesus Christ, my 
''redeemer .and mediator. He has 
" commanded, he has taught me to 
"pray; and through his merits and 
" interceswons, .will make my pra;yer8 
" acceptable at the throne of grace." 
Some sucb reflections as these,, 
seriously made before you enter upon 
the duty of prayer, will make the 
regul^ performance of it the certain 
means of keeping alive a sense of 
the 
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the Divine PrescBce ia your heart. 
Of other benefits to be deriveil from 
prayer, I shall have occasion to speak 
more fully hereafter : I now confine 
niyself aolely to the consideration of 
its use' as tending to impress our 
minds with such a conviction of the 
prestnce of God as cannot fail to in-^ 
'fluence our conduct. But this coo-' 
victibn nsu^t not only be sincere; if 
must be constant. Though it re* 
turns with the morning dew, it must 
not like the morning dew evaporate 
with the heat of the mid-dky sun. 

In order to prevent this, a habit 
of looking up to God, as the disposer 
of every event in life, as the dispenser 
of every blessing, and as thfl inune-. 
diate giver of every good, must be 
acquired atid cherislied. This is« iiL 
tny opinidn, the grand arcana of hap- 
pioessi It eqh£(nces the ^ value of 
every 
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every blessiug, and alleviates the 
pain o( every sorrow. 

The truth of this may at present 
be best illustrated to you by a fami- 
liar example. When you are grati- 
'■fied by the possession of any object 
upon which you have set your heart, 
does not the idea of its having been 
bestowed as a mark of affection by a 
fond and indulgent parent, add to 
your gratification P Or, when you 
&re disappointed in your wishes, but 
are at the same time convinced that 
the object was withheld from mo- 
tives of affection, and with a view to 
procure for you a greater good than 
the accomplishment of your wishes 
could have bestowed, does not the 
conviction instantly disarm disap- 
pointment of its sthig ? If our con- 
fidence in the wisdom, love, and 
affection of a being subject to error 
can 



D.a.t,zsd by Google. 



L 71 J 
can thus operate, how niiich more 
«iFectual1y must bur coiiSilence lu 
the wisdom and goodness of our liea- 
venly Father tend to rejoice or tfan- 
quillize our hearts ! One thing morfr 
I bhail only mention. 

As the works of nature tend much 
more tlian the works of art to raise 
our thoughts to heaven, I would ear- 
nestly recommend it to you to piiV- 
sue the stud), for which you ap- 
peared to have such a decided 
taste. Natural history, .in all its 
branches, leads the mind to a per- 
petual admiration of the wisdom and 
power of the Supreme Being. Of its 
efficacy in producing habits of at- 
tention, I had many convincing 
proofs; but had it answered no other 
purpose than to cherish in your mind 
those feelings that arise frohi con- 
templating tlie wisdom of God in his 
works, the lime bestowed on it would 
not 



d.v. Google 



C TS ] 

not have been speut in raiot Hap- 
pily, the hours thiis devoted passed 
pleasantly a» well as profitably ; not 
did I ever observe that the glow of 
aDimatioQ, which naturally arises 
from pursuing what is agreeable tQ 
the fancy, received the slight^t 
check from contiectiog that pursuit 
with seatjjnents allied to the spirit of 
devotion, 

May the search after truth, in all 
its forms, ^c «ver att^pded with simi- 
lar satisfaction I May e^ery pursuit 
into vhTcb you enter with avidity be 
not only innocent in its nature, but 
in spme degree calculated to strength-r 
fn' ypur faith, to invigorate, you?- 
hop^ and to k^fp you unspotted' 
from the world ! 

Adjeq. 

pfc 9, I80S. 
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LETTER Vt. 



Let us, . tn j' de^r young friend, be- 
foFQ we proceed any farther in the 
examination of those principles on 
vhich we build our hopes of present 
peace and future happiness, cast a rt;- 
trospective glance at the ground we 
have already pa^ed. 

A belief in the existence of the 
Supreme- Being, I have cousidered as 
the Brfit principle of all religion : truth 
and justice as tbe first principles of 
moral rectitude, I have endeavoured 
to impress upon your mind a drstinct 
notion of the difference between ' 
knowledge 
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knowledge and principle, and shewn 
you, that our belief in God, as our 
present witness and our future judge, 
must be grafted in our hearts, so as 
to recur and operate; with constant 
unremitting force, before it is to us 
as a principle. 

With regard to our ideas of truth 
and justice, the case is exactly simi- 
lar. We may entertain very just 
notions respecting both, and be per- 
fectly well instructed concerning the 
obligations we are under to the prac- 
tice of virtues which are so essential 
to the happiness of society, and not- 
^vithstanding all this instruction, be 
in our dealings neither juiV nor true. 
Depend upon it we shall be neither 
one nor otiier until truth and jus- 
tice become habits of our minds, and 
by becoming such, are converted into 
active principles. 

It would be absurd to perplex you 
with 
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with abstract definitions concerning 
the nature of these important prin- 
ciples; and to speak of their utility 
must be supeifluous : but, supposing 
you perfectly well informed in regard 
to every thing that can be urged in 
favour of justice apd of truth, I shall 
conHne myself to such points as may 
most efTectuaHy tend to establish you 
in their practice. 

To speak the truth at all times 
from the heart, appears at first view 
to be so easy and so natural, that we 
are inclined to wonder why it should 
not be always thus spoken. And sq 
it \rould be spoken, were it not for 
the passions by which we arc too 
often influenced. 

There is not a passion in the human 
heart that does not in some degree 
tend to lead us astray from the simpli- 
city of troth. Love bhnds us to the 
faults and imperfections of its object, 
• and 
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And fio prevents us from se^mg trati;* 
Fear deters us from acknowledging it, 
and makes us even go over to the other 
side and take the part of falsehood. 
Hatred' puts a thicker bandage on ouf 
eyes than love ; and spite, and envy, 
and malice, are all sworn foes of 
truth and justice. Pride, by en- 
hancing our own merits, and ex- 
citing exaggerated notions of our 
o^n importance, leads us far astray 
from truth ; an<! self-love gives it 
'such an artful colouring, that it i4 
scarcely to be detected through the 
deep disguise. 

Exposed as we are to the perpetual 
recurrence of some or other of these 
passions, how are we to preserve our- 
selves in a steady adherence to truth, 
»o as never to depart from it, even 
when assailed by the strongest temp-, 
tatioh ? I confess I know of no way 
which is toa certainty eifectoal, hut 
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that of living in a constant and uti- 
remtttiDg consciousness of- the pre^ 
sence of God. The desire of pleas^ 
ing him will then be the predomio-ant 
desire of our hearts; and this desire. 
vfaea it becomes habitual, will, by 
destroying the power of the malig- 
nant passions, cutoff the most for- 
midable enemies which truth has to 
encounter. It will then be our first 
wish, with regard to those we love, 
that they ^ould be beloved by God ; 
and therefore,, instead of disseinbling 
their faults, we shall endeavour to 
ameod tliem. Fear will then inlist 
on the side of truth ; for how should 
we fear *' those who 'can only kill th« 
** body," when impressed with an aw. 
ful consciousness of standing in ths 
presence of Him, '* who can "cas( 
" soul and body iulo 6re everlast- 
*' iag." 
Were, our faith in the existence 
and 
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and presence of the Deity sufficiently 
strong, and our belief in a state of 
future retribution sufficiently accu- 
rate, it would be almost impossible 
for us in any instance to make a wil- 
ling departure from truth. A!I the 
little arts of palliation and equivoca- 
tion would then be held in deserved 
abhorrence. W-e should, in all ve 
say, speak as those who " speak not 
" unto men, but unto God ;" who 
know that as he now sees us, we shall 
hereafter be seen by atl. 

A chiid who had been induced to 
tell lies through fear of punishment, 
would not f uifless the habit were very 
inveterate indeed) tell a falsehood in 
which he was certain of being imme- 
diately detected. And what is the span 
of life ! how short ! how uncertain !■. 
How little is it M'orth our pains, 
'for any paltry consideration, to dis- 
semble what in a little — a vert/ Utile 
while. 
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•wliile, will'stand revealed to men and 
angels I 

■ The farther- my acquaintance with 
the world extends, the more deeply 
am I confirmed in the opinion, that 
the principles of truth have no* other 
solid basis than the fear of God. If 
I have ever been led to Imagine that 
notions of honour and of self-respect 
would insure a strict adherence to 
truth and justice, I have been amply 
conviaced of my error ! 

ilooour, true and genuine honour, 
has indeed the spirit of truth and 
justice for its very essence. It is, 
when thus connected, immutable and 
inflexible in its decrees, obliging peo- 
ple to act in the privacy of retire- 
ment as they would act on the 
crowded tlieat re of public fife; giving 
to promises the force of law, and to 
confidence received, the bond of se~ 
curitv- And does not the principles 
of 
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of religion do all this ? Religion if 
therefore the basis of honour. Seri- 
ously^ and from cbnvjctiOD, 1 can 
assure you, that the sense of honour, 
which has no other foundation thati 
the.opinion of the world, has neither 
strength nor substance. . Before the 
impetuosity of the passions it melts 
like the snow-flake, which is now 
driven against my window- by thff 
southern wind ! 

Nor is an habitual sense of the 
presence of God less essential to the 
practice of justice, than I have 
shewn it to be essential to the prac- 
tice of truth. Truth and justice are 
inseparably connected. They who 
love the one niust cherish the other. 
They who despise the one must for- 
sake the other also. The same pa»- 
nions which lead to a transgression 
of the one will, lead to a transgression 
of the other : and the same princi- 
ples 
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pirn which preeetve. t^ idtegrlty of 
the oile, will fix a re^^u^ to th« othfit 
in our hearts. S« l<mg M »fa ftdWiit 
pride, or BClf-i-love, or interest, or 
few, dt any othef ' patsibn, to induce 
113 to make excepttdns wiUi regard to 
the strict practice of fcithet truth ot 
justice, we deceive <iut«lVe9 if wc 
imagine thAt truth and jitsttcx are to 
tts a» principle!. We, in ,that cne* 
have in fact no priBciplea. We are 
the taete slares of present iittpulsc; 
and live as the brtttes which perish. 
. Justice, in its strictest dcaat, in- 
cludes ihe strict performance of 611 tfifi 
duties we owe toOod, to oar fellow-* 
creatures, and to ourselves. If justice 
he in our hearU a principle <^ acUoar 
Ve will catefuUy inform ourtselves of 
the nature and extent of these sef4^ 
Tal dulies, so that iwe may he foutid 
deilcient in n^ne : gtvinj; unto Casar- 
tt vbat 
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what is C£csar*s,' and rendering uUio 
God what is God'si 

If Gdd be indeed our creator, ' pre- 
^rver, Snd bountiful benefactor, we 
0\\/t him a debt of love, reverence, 
and gratitude, which it would be the 
highest injustice' to withhold. 
* If we have been by any means in- ■ 
fbrrtied that God baa ftiade to man- 
kind aby 'revelation concerning the 
divine nature and the divine will, and 
held -forth in that revelation pro- 
mises of eternal happiness upon cer- 
tain "coiiditlons,- we cannot refrain 
from diligent inqiiiry concerning the 
natur-e of th^se conditions, without 
being gullty'flf injustice to our own 
souls. Thus to liiqiiiFe is therefor^ 
i diity which wie- owe jointly to God 
intt tD'oufselves; " ■ ' ■■' 

■ My esp'ectations; concerning you, 
rtiy beloved^hild, Uadnae tohope that 
.'■ ■' you 
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you will enter into this Inquiry with 
eagerness : and to give yoii all the 
aid ,in my power, is the object ttf 
which the second part of this series 
of letters shall be d'evoted. In the 
mean time, let us observe how th6 
first principles of religion, and the 
first principles of morality, aid and 
support each other, even hi their sim- 
plest forma* 

Justice demands of tis, that we 
should do to others as we would be 
done by in the like case : that is toF 
say> as we could not but acknow- 
ledge to be just if done to ourselves. 
If justice be Irxed as a principle in 
our hearts, we- will not permit pride 
to whisper any exceptions against 
this universal rule. We abaU. no 
more dare to deceive, or to itijure, pc 
to insult a person who h in rank of. 
fortune our inferior, than we should 
darfi to ensnare, deceive, injure, of 
a 2 insuk 
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ip^ult ctvfi yr\ifim fprtni^C ba$ placed 
Vp9n her higher pit)nf^9le, ^tid arm- 
td with poisf?r to ct^s^ and to de- 
stroy u^ 

If the ^ifit of Justice be in u^ 
w? 8^?il ever be ready to syppQc^ 
tJbe f^use of trMt^i I recQininen^ 
^s to your p^rtiici^ar attention, he^ 
pause ii h^ve tpo onucb T?a%Wi tQ 
believe, that it is a maxqn whip)^ 
49e3 nqt, Sfl g?wi^ voft^t w}t,k the 
attefttiofl it desCTV^ Amcbment 
tq thf {^rty \re ^spcMis^, or to the 
friends we love, or- |o the relation* 
in w^om lye an (du a^y act^ount). 
^tereated, sei^n^ in some instances, 
to, be deemed . apology sufficient 
for departing fnim tcutb ami pexvcrtt 
ing justice. Under this impression^ 
people without acnipb pronounce 
upon the cause vfbiph they ki}fi\y 
po> Th/sy without e^taminin^ 
(determine: ^hey with^iut hearing^ 
coudeihu. . 
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cefuJeiin. the rettiititibk *hi<ili 
tbflfers loo high for tlifem to destrc^y, 
tTre^' tn^Mvoar id mld^rtnin^; ^nd 
bj hinti, sihtl shrli^s, aitd Mhfgii, 
iiiMiiuat^ the filMbMU, Vhioh, it 
apMji Brdught fofwird, ^^oulif hi 
rtfdfed with m the ftUce 6f tmtftj 
F^df>1« niay, >nd I feSr dfteji ri:iny 
d6 datter thCmseltfei that ili a6tiil^ 
itkus, tSey act *&!/ ; liiy, If (crsc(eeft 
a friendf, 6t to siiti|ldrt i party be thii 
oljjict the^ hate id v!e», that fhdy 
act virtuously 1 Such ai* the fatai 
ifcluslbna- t6 which a deficTeicy 6^ 
moral and religious prhiciple, eit^6i(e5 
the hothan niiad r 

- t woutdridt judgle ieveiSy of any 
diie. 1 Would hihke ev^ry a]h>ininc6 
fbt the exag^ei^tions of partiality, 
ind am wHlihg to admit that it is ex- 
ttenidy difficlilt to Keep' the judgment 
tnihla^ed by the prejudices ofafiec- 
tioii. fiut tio fdndneii of aSictidn, 
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»o tenderness of friendship, can be 
admitted as a ptea for viojating the. 
laws pf charity, and outraging the. 
principles of justice. Political ex- 
pediency: may, indeed^ appear a sufr 
ficient apology in- the eyes of .thp 
world, h.yt we have no reason- to 
believe tliat/wh?n we appear befpre- 
the throne of God, it will thea 
be accepted as an excuse for the 
breach of any positive command- 
went "Whosoever lovetb father or 
.''mother, or, sister ^or . brother, more, 
•' than me," sait^i ourSaviour, "is not 
" worthy of me." 
" To'preserve us from incurring the. 
guilt of rash and erroneous judgments 
we h^ve- been expressly tojd,; that 
" with what judgment we judge, \ce. 
" shall be judged ; and that with 
',! what' meaaure we metp, it shall be^ 
" measured ,tP us again." Nor are, 
the eoDaeqUienc?s of h^vipg been by 
the 
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the force of prejudice betrayed into 
injustice, un£c]t even ia the^pIesent 
state. 

' Tlie mind must be verjt dallous ia» 
deed' that is not. wounded by the con- 
seiousness of having injured anjnnoM 
cent person - by misrepresentations^ 
even where no malice was intended.) 
Hov much more ao- when conscious 
of .having yielded tctheMupulse iii 
groundlees resentment, and pf hftyi*^ 
Veen a prey toji thfj rashness of credw-; 
Jily!-.. ■ : : :,-.. . ■, ; : v. ,, ■ 
. Yqu will find thisrbeauti^nillyiHiM* 
trated in. one .of .the t8stem:.fable?y 
wherea man ia represented.**, jbsvingj 
left .'.his sle^Hug, obiM Ito thec^reo^ 
hisfftitbfui dog* . "QnT^AifninghoHie- 
he JSnds the cradle :.9vertucfted» a«4 
tiie floor besmcaped.witUjhIoedv laniJi' 
without waitiDg^ to esami^e, inata^tly^, 
kills the di)g as the supposed murderer 
of his child. - No aoojoer was (she i;asl^ 
' act 
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set cttemittsd, thttnT^ftifagthomzAle^ 
ha fittijs his uhild lafe and vd], aiid 
observes at the same time the mangkd 
caroBse of. a aerpenl^ whiohhad been 
destroyed by the futhfiil animal, 
whose seroices be had, in. the radrocs* 
of ftiry, Tequitcdwith sufdi dcepiq-> 
gratituda 

I could give you many ioslaacfs 
Sf ftSal aid irremediable erih- prttv 
dueed ^y Mts of rash injustice^ 
B^t even whfire the evils prodtK«4 
are of a less serioqs nature; tb^ 
m*y \tkeflly afi'ect the ha.pfAacsi 
«f our lettaw creatures. It i« 
lirtttfyr9 of InfilutQ moment to sc- 
(|ui», ilk eaifty life, hkH hphita of 
j'astH^' and of tyut^ 4« tnay serve ai 
a iterpetmt gnanl, «oc only against 
' ih6 taotfi beiopq« bmehea vS their 
Mw*r bqt againat those pitt% tcans- 
gKsftioAs a:£ thetOf which, though. 
fhey d^ niM; alarm the coasciencff 
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are extfemely injurious to the iote- 
grity of the n>oraI character. 

In ordei' to this, y<iu mast &ccus- 
lorn ymirsetf t<s speak of the absent 
B5 if they were invisibly present j 
and to those who are present, to 
^«ak m Aa other fray than you are 
tronsctous you will speak of them in 
;ib8ence. Tbid shaH trnth and ju>- 
Hce become habits «F your mind, so 
fixed and settled there in the preciaos 
mterval that is yet between you am( 
the world, that when you launch 
upon its dangerous s6a, you may 
ftot make shipwreck of your con- 
science* 

At present you ate happily exempt 
fVom many of the temptations to 
dissimulation and^ injustice by whicU 
you will hereafter be assailed ; but 
«f the principles by -which these 
femptations are to be resisted, are 
fifit^ now formed, what is to save 
you 



...Goci^lc 



■C so ] 

you from becoming their prey? In^ 
stead then. (;>f thmktng how you will 
act. in future untried scenes, be care- 
ful to regulate your conduct in thf 
present ; and instead of .thinking 
yourself virtuous, because yqu hav^ 
not been guilty of actjpps to wjiidi 
you had qo .temptatiop, .niake frc' 
quent and anxious ijajgujry of.youjr 
own Iteart, ^)o*v far joii have, iq 
thought, or, wprd, or ^eed, ;ofFende<| 
against those, principles, of justice 
and integrity iu which, you have. been 
amply instructed. 

That the blessing of Him who i^ 
the God of truth may rest upoi^ 
you, i? the earnest; pfajer of your 
|fuly affectionate .frjci}^. . ,. ■ 
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LETTER Vn. 



On casting my eye over my last 
letter, I am a little apprebensive that 
jpy dearest Lady Elizabeth may con- 
sider the principles it inculcates' as 
somewhat too rigidly austere. "It 
is impossible," yon will say, " to pay 
'.' that strict regard to truth which 
" I have enforced, without offending 
■^against politeness. We cannot . 
^^ shock people who are disagreeable 
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*' to us, by telling them that the/ 
" aje so; nor can we teH people when 
** they interrupt us by an unseason- 
*' able visit, that we wish they had 
"staid at home." 

No, my ^e^, 'ifH tirtMt injustice 
do either; for ^e have no right to 
shock or to oflfeod those who have 
given us no moral cause of ogence* 
Nor do we sin against truth by re- 
fraining, on such occasions, to express 
our feelings. But if we pretend to 
regard those for whom we have no 
regard; to respect those ifer whom W6 
have 'no respe<;^ and gladty t6 re- 
ceive those whom we in reality ire 
vexed to see, we then sin against 
truth and agaiQst our own souls* 
Nor is tills sort of siYmilation So ne- 
cessary to those who live in the world 
as it is generally supposed to he* I 
coBld, even in your own fstmily, pfflnt 
out to you an (lonourabte pro>pf that 
it 
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inQRintett(wra?<?f sod?^. >inc?rity 
njjfd. nyt be *a?rifi(;?4 iff ef^er to 
((in^iliatf ?»tf^m< I cpul^, on th? - 

tQuyevideeqe ^flproye^ tbatlti^simur 
Ifttbn prBfti4?.<^. by YWity ^ncj ^elfr 
i9hIJJe!^3, \n or4?r to ^ec?ive o^heri 
iutp a bifii^f tbaj tbejt aw admired, 

Of WffV?^ or;e9tfieinfd, beyopd what 
they really are, is the cause, not odIjf 
of ^I?ep?.f, feuj of iQ,pre frequent of- 
fence, tUjn, was «v^ giv§5, Ijy an *d-: 
Vrcnctr to sin^fifi.t};. The. varnish 
of difsitn^Ij^tto;):^ how^v^r ^rtfvlly' 
PUJi Qi),, <;anQpt be'a.]wayS' op; an4 
\^he.i^. but fpr a in^ixicnt. Ui^ asjde, 
the fe^tpr^ wbicfi xK cw.?^!ed are 
ie?9 in ev^n more. than native 4'i* 
fermity. 

Let it then never for a mpuient.be 
forgotten^, that l^heji ypu m^ke pco- 
f<;s9ip9s of reg;ard which yofi tio no^ 
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feet, you sin. against God, agdinst 
your neighbour, and against yourself. 
You sin, against God, who is the 
vhness of your dissimulation ; against 
your neighbour, who is the victim of 
it; and against yourself, because^ 
that by exciting hopes which you 
qever meant to fuliil, you incur a 
debt which you cannot discharge 
without loss, OF cancel without dis- 
honour. 

To cheat people of their grati- 
tude and goodwill, is no less incon- 
sistent with the principles of inte- 
grity, than to cheat them of their 
money : nay, it is in some respects 
worse, because it is a species of disho- 
nesty which can only be practised 
with success on the unsuspicious and 
the upright. 

It is no less, foreign to the, pure 

spirit of rectitude, to compliment 

those wilhVhoni wc converse by an" 

apparent 
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spparefit adoption of their prejudices^ 
It may not be betoniing or proper 
jealously' to' oppose them, but we 
may, without impropriety, , be silent. 
Never, therefore, I beseech you, siy 
what you think -will be pleasing, in 
opposition to what you know to be 
true. 

When yoii kre called upon to speak 
on iioy past transaction, speak tlie 
truth openly, and candidly, and with- 
out reserve. Let neither fear, nor 
iove, nor any" other passion or affec-* 
tion of your heart, prevent you from 
doing justice, by inducing you to 
give any turn or colouring to suit 
the purpose of the present momenL' 
■Whenever the moral character of any 
human being is concerned, the prin- 
ciples of justice will teach us to speak 
ki 'the same manner in which we 
should have' spoken, if the recording^ 
angel stood visibly before os, tran- 
scribing 
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scribing every void we uttef Into tfae 
register of heaven. 

Justice obliges ua to bo very ewe* 
fill of even remotely injuritig others j 
«iid still more strictly does it bind 
us never by fravd or maltoc to ds» 
prive tliem of tbeir posseostons. Now 
though there is no possession so pre* 
cious, there is none held upom so do> 
Ilcate a temtre, as. character. I do 
not speak of character only with te* 
gard to what axe -deemed ^saentiaU 
iu the reputation of either nan or 
woman ; but I speak of character as 
made up of separate qualities, which) 
taken in the aggregate, convey a 
general idea, which is either favour* 
ftble or uDfa\'ourable accerdmg Jo 
the nature of the qualities supposed 
to preponderate. It is upon tliis ini* 
pression of their general chwtcter 
that the influence of every hnmas 
being cbitfly, nay,- almost entirely* 
depends. 
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t^fpcnds. To eftdeav(>ur to lessen 
and degrade any person, upon thd 
grounds of an unjust and ill-fontided 
prejudice, is therefore to deprive 
ihem of a portion of tiieif just in- 
fluence ; aftd if tfe are conscious tliat 
tliat iiiflueticfe would be virtuously 
exerted, \ve b^ome answerable to 
God for tlie fcortsequences. < 

Hence arises the niore than impro- 
priety of making such reports of 
insulated facts; or of expressions 
casintlly dropped in the unsuspicious 
carelessness of Confidential ititer'- ' 
course, as may make an impression 
injurious to the charactei*. Hence, 
loo, arises the. gross injustice of re- 
porting ati expression drawn forth in 
the heat of argument ; or a sentiment 
sported in jest, as. if they were serious 
and decisive indications of th^ dia- 
|»osition3j and opinions, and princi- 
M plea, 
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pies, of the person who uttered 
them* 

To explain how unjust this would 
be, take\he following instance. Sup-^ 
pose that in the midst of one of 
your sportive sallies* your papa had 
turned to me, with a' smile, and 
said,' "what a little fool this is !*^ 
and that I, treasuring up the express 
sioa, should now go about gravely 
and tell my friends, " that Lord — — . 
" thought his daughter a fool, uid 
" that be had told me so ;" in what 
light would you consider my con- 
duct? And yet it is thus, in a thou- 
sand instances, that words are, in re- 
porting them, so far perverted from 
their real meaning, as to serve the pitv 
poses of falsehood. I^tit, then, through 
the whole course of your life, be a 
rule to you, to be uo left jcareful of 
giving a false impressioni than of ut- 
tering direct and notorious untruths. 
Those 
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Those who speak witbout refiectioll^ 
Uld who are incapable of generalising 
their ideas, or -of taking in the whole 
of any subject, if they have not had 
their minds deeply imbued. with a 
sense of justice, may be said to do 
nothing else than tell lies through . 
life. And since there are too many 
who thus lightly speak, it becomes 
due to justice, npt only to be care- 
ful of what impressions we giVe, but 
to be careful of what inipressiums we 
receiye. 

A pure and candid mind will al* 
ways be *iore ready to believe, and 
more pleased to report, good than 
evil. But ther6 is a spurious can'- 
dour which annihilates all moral, dis^ 
tinctions between ^ood and eVil; 
and against this I would zealously 
warn you> A 'bad and a vicious ac- 
tion, is a bad and vicious action, 
H S let 
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let the, person who performed it be 
what and who they will. No emir 
nencf of stalioti, no charm of man- 
ners, no persona] graces, no engaging 
qualities, can make that right which 
is in its nature essentially ,wrong. 
If the friend whom we most dearly 
love sJns against the liiws of God 
and man, we must, in our hearts, 
pronounce, the action sl/Dful. But if 
we. judge our own hearts, and .have 
a proper. sense of our own weakness, 
grief, untiticturcd by the arrogan(:e 
of pride , or the malignity of con- 
tempt, iviil accompany, the sentence. 
We can have no pleasure in dwelling 
.upon tJie faults of tlie most faulty; 
but we must not pronounce the faulty 
faultless. 

Occasions may, in the course o£ 

life occur, when, in justice to the 

innocent,, and in order to protect 

them. 
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them, we may find ourselves obliged 
to expose the guilty. But happily 
Such occasions do not often occur j 
and though, when they do, it he- 
comes our duty, even at the risk of 
every personal evil, to act according 
to the dictates of conscience, we 
ought, even in such instances, to go 
not enc single step beyond what is 
absolutely necessary. The evil which 
we can do no good by revealing, we 
are not called upon to reveal.. We 
must not, indeed, pretend to approve 
where we disapprove, especially where 
we highly and seriously disapprove ; 
hut, unless where a higher duty in- 
terposes, we may and ought (except 
to the parties concerned) to be silpnt. 
Nor if we be once determined what 
line of conduct we ought to pursue, 
should we suffer ourstlves to be di- 
verted from that line of conduct 
l)v any ofTeace committed directly 
against 
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Against oursdves. This would be 
to act from the dictates of resent-r 
ment; not from the ptinciplea of 
justice. 

It may appear to require no snialt 
degree of niagaanimity and forbear- 
ance to act as I have advised; but 
it in reahty requires Dothiog more 
than a firm, a settled, and an ever* 
active belief in the presence and pro- 
vidence of God, and a future judg- 
ment. With this conviction upon 
our minds, we shall be more anxious 
to approve ourselves to God, than to 
be approved of man; and conse* 
quently be more solicitous concern- 
ing the motives than concerning the 
consequences of our conduct. 

The strongest symptom of innate 
depravity which I have ever been 
able to detect iu t!ie human mind, 
is found in the so general propensity 
tp believe ill, upon sligbt grounds, 
of 
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of those with whom we are only 
slightly, or perhaps not at all ac- 
• quainted. You know with what ear- 
neatness I have always endeavoured 
to comhat this propensity, wherever 
we have observed it. It will always 
be found strongest in the worst fur- 
nished .minds. The consciousness of 
worthlessness which haunts tlie idle 
and the iguorant, is a seniattOQ of 
so unpleasant a nature, that one 
cannot wonder they should eagerly 
leek to get rid of it. by turning their 
minds to the faults of others. But 
why should people, who have in them 
the consciousness of any worth, be 
so apt to believe that others are lesi 
worthy than themselves ? X must, I 
am afraid, confess, that it can, in 
some instances, be no otherwise ac- 
counted for, than from a supposition 
of latent pride, envy, or malevolence. 
Sometimes, however, I have traced 
this ■ 
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tliis pTOpens'rIy to a source different 
from either of l!iese, 3nH seei) it eyii 
deiuly the effect. of lialjlti habit cpn- 
tracted even so -the simpiicity of 
^;hUdhood, from Uiose .with >vljon;i 
the first years ofiife were^ spent. . 

from whatever source it proceeds, 
a propensity to think jU of others 
must present a formidable obstacle to 
the. cultivation of tjie -principles of 
justice. Gitaid therefore, my lov«, 
I beseech yoii, guard :agaiDst the ad- 
mission of this .propensity, aa yoi* 
value the peace and purjLy of your 
own bosoni. By contemplating what 
is noble, and generous, and good, iji 
.Immaa character, you will actjuire a 
tas^te and', aii esteem for virtue. By 
the practice of virtue, your esteem 
of it will be confirmed; the princi- 
ples of justice will ejitend tliis .es- 
.teem to all who, in the general tenor 
of their lives, have shewp^themselves 
'''""■■"■'" the 
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llie friends of virtue. Against such 
you will not be apt hastily to imbibe 
a prejudice froiri. the passing current 
of idle rumour, or the whispered mis-, 
representations of wilful malice. You 
will here, as on every otber occasion, 
he careful to do as you would be 
done by, 

I am aware that it will by many 
persons be expected that I bhould take- 
some pains to warn you against the 
hasty reception of a too fayourabla 
impression of the hearts and disposi- 
tions of those with whom you have 
not had a long and intimate acquaint- 
ance. But though 1 cannot deny 
that a tendency to view human na- 
ture on its brightest side, may occa- 
sionally he productive of no small 
degree of mortification and disap- 
pointment ; I believe tiiat, upon the 
whole, it produc.es, to every indivi- 
dual 
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dual who cherishes it, a much greater 
portion of pleasure than of pain. It 
certainly produces a much greater 
portion of benevolence; and all the' 
benevolent sensations are attended 
with pleasure; all the malevolent with 
pain. Taking in, therefore, the whole 
of life, it is much better to he ex- 
posed to the pain of occasional disap- 
pointments, than to the pain of ever- 
lasting suspicion. And when, after 
such disappointments, one can retire 
into their own hearts, and read there 
ftn apology for their credulity, they 
may be something the wiser, but they 
wilt not he much the worse, for aU 
that it has made them suffer. 

I shall now only mention one other 
Sftvantage to be derived from culti- 
vating the principles of justice, in con- 
liection with the principles of reli- 
gion, y\i. that it oblif^es us to make 
. a proper 
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a proper and conscientious kiae of tbs 
influeoce ve possess, from whateva 
source it may arise. 
■ Influence is of various kinds. Thei« 
is scarcefy a human beidg 90 low, 30 
destitute, as not to possess inflaenoc 
of- some species, or rn some degree. 

Children soon learn to know and 
to appreciate their influence. Tlii 
darling boy. who obtained such 2, 
share of my aflecUons was perfectly 
eonsciousof the influence he possessed. 
An infant of the same age, endowM . 
with equal warmth of heart, but not 
sensible ' of having any influence, 
might have.pitied the blind beggar. . 
whom he heard in' the fields so bit- 
terly complain of thirst, and might 
have wished to relieve him,— but he 
would not hare burst through the 
hedge, and seized the old man's han^ 
and eagerly bid faim come with bim 
to where he should ha.ve drink and 
meaU 
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■meat, and money to buy more for to- 
morrowi Blessed instance of the 
first ideas of inSuence being con- 
nected HTtb the genial impulses of 
benevolence ! Never, oh I never may 
the precious union be disGolved ! 

tiirtb, fortune, rank, talents, and 
■virtue, have each a particular species 
of influence ; but when they at any 
time happen to be united, the influence 
belonging separately to each is in- 
creased to an incalculable degree. 
Such persons are to society, not only 
the brightest ornament, but the most 
inestimable blessing. Their influence, 
like that of the sun. extends pot 
merely to the surfatx; it penetrates 
into tlie dark and hidden places of 
the earth, diffusing energy and Anima- 
tion far beyond the situations on, 
which it apparently shines. 

As nothing can be more fatal than 

any degree of doubt Vith regard to 

tli« 
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tlie reality of virtue, instances of 
pure, and disinterested, and exalted 
virtue, especially when they occur 
where temptations are known tt> 
abound, are highly and uuiversally 
salutary. The more intipiately we 
are acquainted with such characters, 
the higher will be our conception of 
their real worth, and, consequently, 
the greater the influence of their ex-t 
ample. 

For my own share, I confess that 
the happiness of numbering among 
my friends, my steady and aifection- 
ate friends, some of those in ivhoni 
all the combined sources of influence 
have conspicuously united, has had 
the most bene,ficial consequences 
upon my mind. It has proved to me, 
that the consciousness of high de-. 
scent, and elevated rank, and splen- 
did fortune, does not necessarily give 
birth to pri.de : no, not even where, 
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bt addiUoB to tbese advantages, va^ 
ture has bestoved thp most transcend- 
ant talents, and the charm of erery 
personal attraction 1 It has proved 
that when the principles of religion, 
truth, justice, honour, and integrity^ 
have been early and deeply implanted 
in the heart, they will, in every situa* 
tion, expel from it every impulse 
that is adverse to benevolence. - 

It is in such examples as these, thai 
we behold the omnipotence of virtue. 
It is only where power enlarges 
the sphere of influence that it can 
he conspicuously displayed. But, 
alas ! how seldom is it thus dis- 
played ! Nor can \vc wonder that it 
•Ifould be seldom, when we con- 
sidei; what tittle pains are takea 
to impress the mind with a propeiT 
Knse of duty. Were the import 
tance of the principles which I 
endeavour to inculcate, as seriously 
attended 
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attended to as they deserve, tlie as* 
«emblage of virtiies which I have dc- 
■cribed, would, I am fully convinced, 
be more frequent than even the most 
sanguine can now suppose it to be. 
The influence of rank and fortune 
would then be exerted for other pur- 
poses than merely to promote tlie 
gratification of pride, or vanity, or 
selfishness. . Nor would the con- 
sciousness of possessing influence, 
from whatever source, confer any 
elation of spirits, but in proportion 
as it was accompanied with the con- 
sciousness of employing it merito- 
riously. 

Be it your care, then, my dearest 
Lady Elizabeth, to acquire betimes 
that steadiness of principle, which, as 
your influence extends, may not only 
give it stability and permanence, but 
may ensure to it a great and everlast- 
ing reward. 
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In order to this, you must begJn 
even now to consider whatever spe- 
cies of influence you imagine your- 
self possessed of, in the light of a 
talent bestowed by God, for tlie im-* 
provement of which you are to he 
strictly accountable. I know from 
experience how considerable is the 
influence wliich you already have ob- 
tained over the hearts of those to 
whom you have endeared yourself. 

1 1 is the sweet influence of aflFection, 
and win he most assuredly maintained 
byconstantly exercising il in the cause 
of benevolence : not the benevolence 
of weakness or caprice, but the be- 
nevolence M'hiph accords with the 
genuine principles of truth and jus- 
-tice. 

Let neither timidity nor selfishness 
prevent you, upon any occasion, from 
thus exerting it'. In judging be- 
tween your brothers^ or your sisters. 
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ttlr the QompaqioKS witft frb^m JrWt 
ftsiooiate, cdDsidd* jrour^eir boUad to 
iditwst younelf oi ererjr degne of 
partiality t ^ad whererer jnu are 
co^iscious of any ^rtioul&r favour or 
9Sscti(ia,*tike care nevsi* to apsalc 
Upon th€ lu^ject of coiitrovasy, until 
you have in your mind revcnedtbe 
persons of the parties. v 

I trust you will never ^got, -that 
the extraordinary d^res of infliaenoe 
which you sow poiaeas orer thi 
ttiiads of your bnotbers and sisters* 
may be to them ami to yourself aa 
fever^avting biessia^ i aid that if you 
ftopetly employ it, it will undoa^« 
edly be thai to both. But it tTiay 
jilso prove the reverse of* b]e9MBg 
both to them aad yon) lt>wtlipre>vi 
the one or theotheE, aocoiiliag oa -ypil 
are yopradf iDfluent:ed by tiie pHnp* 
pies which, X so carwitly draire to 
bavetiiced i« yourhearl. If tbepovei 
2 which 
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wbich you have over them be em- 
ployed to increase their happiness and 
virtue your own virtue and your 
own happiness will be iofallibly aug- 
mented and secured. Piety, truth, 
justice, and benevolence, will thus, 
by constant practice, become the 
fixed and pennanetit habits of your 
mind; so that, when the sphere of 
your infliMnce extends, you may en- 
ter upon it in the full assurance of 
hope, determined so to employ every 
talent entrusted to your care, as to 
obtain the recompense of rewavd. 
. I must not omit observing, that 
there ia a constderable influence at- 
tached to personal ehanns aitd ac* 
complishments. This inBuence is, 
however, in general exaggerated &r 
beyond the truth. But to whatever 
degree it extends, those who possess 
it are no less accountable fc^ tl^ use 
they make of it, than for the use 
which 



Vliich they make of talentd orforturifc 
Instead of serving ,88 an applogy for 
the extrava^Dces of fclly,,4pti the 
waywardness of caprice, it Qugbl IP 
be considered as an obligation, to 
the ■ practice of ifiore tha». i eesminoii 
prudence and, decorum. Thg. inftu- 
fenceof beauty ought to be txerted 
in.discounteoanciDg levity,, and giv- 
ing additional weight to the dictates 
of wisdom and virtue, ^ts) short 
reign ought to be spent in- such a 
way as may ehsure peace and satis-' 
faction to the long period of 4if« 
which may succeed its teripination. 
But jiever forget that tlje inflHence 
which depends rfo/c/y upoo- personal - 
attractions, will, when personal at- 
tractions fail, be relinquished with 
anguish : and that in proportion as it 
was prized beyond its value,, its loss 
will be deplored, becoming to the un- 
I S , furnished 
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furnished mind a dource of real misery, 
and of ever-gnawing discontent. 

Tor thelnfliience of talents we must 
fikewitecotisider ourselves as strictly 
accountable.' 

Every intellectual endovRient is a 
,tru3t,for the employment of which we 
are to' be responsible at the day of 
judgnrtnt We are therefore bound 
so to «tnploy our faculties, as appears 
likely to produce the greatest degree 
of happiness. 

Neither the principles of religion 
flor justice permit us to employ our 
talents in ' the gratification of vanity, ' 
or pride, or any selfish passion ; &r 
less do they sanctioo our exerting 
them as instruments of revenge or of 
malignity. That \vt may innocently 
employ them in tlie causes of self- 
defence cannot be denied ; but it is so 
difficult to draw the Hoe, ao difl^cule 
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to determine where aelf-defence euds, 
and positive offence begins, that I 
am 6rm]y persuaded it is better and 
Bafer to suffer wrong for a time, thau 
~ to be over-anxious in our own justi* 
ficatioD. 

Nor. will the principles of justice 
permit us. to enter the lists with an 
adversary of very inferior strength. 
Imbecility, rashness, and folly, though 
they neither palliate the atrocity of 
vice, nor excuse the malignity of 
deceit and falsehood, ought to excite 
so much pity for the offender as 
to restrain resentment: To employ 
pur talents in exposing those who 
will so certainly expose themselves, 
would be equally superfluous and 
unjust. 

If tliis argument be well-founded, 
it will lead to an unquali^ed disap- 
probation of all personal satire. Satire 
may with justice and. propriety be 
employed 
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employed against sophistry and error,^ 
, but never can it be employed against 
any individual with safety : never, 
indeed, is it so employed, that it^ 
darts are not dipped in malice. The 
influence of talents ought to be 
exerted for other purpose's, than to 
obtain to , ourselves the glory of a 
paltry triumph : and paltry and in- 
significant is every triumph, but those 
which we may contemplate with de- 
light at the hour of death and in the 
day of judgment 

From what I have now said, you 
will perceive how often the practice 
of self-denial is enforced by the prin- 
ciples of justice. You will therefore 
■ learn betimes to submit to this neces- 
sary discipline of the will, so as to 
obtain a complete control, not only 
over the violent, but over the insi- 
dious passions. In order fully to ac- 
fopiplisl^ this^ you shall be furnished 

with 
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'With still more powerful motives than 
any that have been yet advanced. 
£ut as I am extremely anxious that 
the first principles of religion and the 
iirst principles of morally should be 
deeply rooted in your heart, I shall, 
before we proceed to deeper themes, 
devote some letters to the illustration 
of what I have already stated. 

The persuasion I cherish, that 
truth, in whatever form it comes, will 
have a ready access to your mind, is 
the only thing which could at pre* 
sent aniniatc me to the prosecution" 
of such a task. In the fullness of 
hope and of auction, I now subscribe 
myself, my dearest Lady Elizabeth's 
sincerest friend. 
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Xf we votildl b^ve the baxrten wbwH 
. we esect to guard u& from the cn- 
ctoachmeuU of Ti^e, so powerful u 
cfiectually to lepel the advetsaryi we 
must t&ke care to erect them on a 
vJid foundation. We nittstUtxvtse 
take care to fix them (trecisely in th^ 
proper place* @ut how, you may ask, 
are we to dispover this ? How are 
■we exactly to ascertain the boi^nda-^ 
Ti\t% of vice aud virtue }■ Are they 
VSA ^ft^n fixed by opinion ; and al-r 
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(ered by fashioQ ; and modelled hf 
lituationr Is it npt sufficient that 
Xfc he always amiable, and that wt 
sever mean any iti ; and tliat we makC' 
it a rule to do as others do, and just 
■ to take the world as we find it ? 

This indeed, my love, is not likely 
to be said, by you, but it is the tan- 
kage of thousands. I shall now 06 
farther observe uponitthan to say, that 
they who thus profess only to pl^asft 
the world, must only look to the world 
for their reward. Beyond this world 
tbey need not look ; for they have qoi- 
Tight to entertain any farther hope^ 
Every servant works for 'bis own 
master ; and from the master for 
whoffi be worths he must receire bis 
vages. 

Tbfl precise boundaries betweett 
Tight and wrong, vice and virtue, rCr. 
quire, it must be confessed, some ac- 
curacy of objervatiop, some diligence 
- ttf 
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of research ; but if we believe that 
Cod-^the omniscient and omnipotent 
God, is a rewarder of those who di- 
Jigentiy seek him, we shall be diligent, 
ttad take every means of informing 
Ourselves upon a point of so much im- 
portance. 

I am far from being one of those 
who feel it a pleaEure and consider it 
a virtue to rail>at the world; but! 
think it my duty to examine the 
gmunds of the world's approbation. 
Now it does not appear that the world 
h^s any business to enquire whether 
the qualities that render us useful or 
agreeable to it be genuine or others 
wise. Neither is their real value of 
flqy importance to the world, so that 
they answer the purposes of general 
intercourse :^^to be pleasipg in our 
planners, and so decorous ip our con- 
duct 43 to abstain from all appears 
gnce of evil, are, with regard to tb? 
world, 
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world, the only essential requisites, 
A strict adherence to moral and re- 
ligious principle, does not necessarily 
wake us at variance with the world, 
hut it makes alt the little arts of pleas- 
ing it appear contemptible; and obliges 
us to judge of the merit of our own 
conduct by a very different standard 
than the. seeming approbation of that 
floating mass of idleness, impertinence, 
and vanity which in certain society 
is called the world ! 

If we heartily Jesi re to be approved 
by God, our principles will lead us 
to be so careful of approaching tbe 
confines of vice, that, we shall evea 
watch our virtues with a jealous eye, 
lest they betray ua into casual or bar 
bitual transgression. And, believe 
me, my love, this is no superfluous dcr 
gree of circumspection. In our pre- 
sent imperfect state, our best qualities, 
pflless directed by the firmness uf 
principle. 
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principlCj may betray us into themost 
fatal sDares ; and without the exertioa 
of vigilance and fortitude, the firm- 
ness of principle will pever be ob« 
tained. Let then no sophistry per- 
suade you that qualities so absolutely 
necessary to the prteservation of your 
principles, can ever render you less 
truly amiable and engaging. If you 
always act as under the eye of God, 
they will be exerted naturally and 
■without effort, and never beyond what 
the occasion calls for. You will then 
be diiHdent where diffidence is becom- 
ing ; that is to say, upon all subjects 
on which others may be better in'- 
formed than yourself; but you will 
be iirm in the performance of duty. 
The value of the mild and gentle tem- 
peiAvhich nature has bestowed upon 
you, will thus be enhanced rather 
than diminished, as it will give to the 
/orlitqde' you evince ift the cause 

Qf 
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»f truth, a double lustre. The fa- 
tal consequences atteodiog the want 
of the fortitude and vigilance which 
I have recommended, I shall now, ac- 
cording' to my promise, exempljfj', 
in such a manner as I hope may at 
once give some relief to the powers 
of atteatioB, and tend to . imprint 
the doctrines illustrated upon your 
heart 

I shall not, indeed, promise to tell 
my story with the same spirit as when 
fiirrounded by the charming groupe 
of happy faces whose sparkling eyes- 
used, in expectation of the promised 
tate, to fix on mine with such avidity 
of delight : nor shall I be, as then, re 
warded by the endearing cafcss, the 
kiss of gratitude and love. But as I 
•hall hear hothing to the contrary,- 
I may stilt flatter myself that the story 
which I am now to relate, may pro- 
duce the request so often and so 
sweetly 
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. sweetly urffed, " pray^ pray tell tis 
" morcj" liCt us, tlien> proceed to 



!the Story of the tame Pigeon^ 

Some years, before 3.-ou were bofn^ 
a deep and universal regret was ex- 
cited by the premattire death of the 
Earl of N. a nobleman who had" thd 
ir&te felicity df being very" sincerely 
and Very deservedly beloVcd. Ait 
Culogiuiiiupoti his character given id, 
one of the newspapers of the day con* 
eludes as follows : " His lordship is 
*' succeeded in his titles and estates 
" by his otily son, now in the third 
" year of his age. l"he present earl 
" and his sister, who is in her sixth 
■" year, are left to the sole guardian' 
*' ship of their amiable mother, a lady 
*' no less distinguished by exemplary 
" virtue, than by her exquisite beauty, 
" splendid 
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" Splendid fortune, and brilliant «C-> 
*' complishments." 

This account of Lady N. was by no 
means exaggerated. She had hitherto 
performed all the duties of life in aa 
exemplary manner. She had been an 
amiable daughter, a good wife, and a 
foud mother — biit she had been nei- 
ther one nor other from principle. 
She had only acted the part planned 
for her by others, and quietly gone on 
in the track into which she liad for- 
tunately been led. 

For the sweetness with which she 
accommodated herself to the inclina- 
tions of her parents, and her husband. 
Lady N. had obtained much applause, 
and would have merited more than all 
the praise bestowed, had her obedience 
proceeded from a principle of duty ; 
but it was in her the offspring of in- 
dolence and timidity. She yielded, 
not to gratify others, but to save 
trouble 
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trouble to herself. She consequeJitly 
never had experienced the pieasurfi 
' which glows ID the hi:easts of Lhe 
generous wheo conscious of having 
made a sacriiice of inchnation to duty 
or aftectioo. 

Having been successfully guided 
by the wisdom of judicious parents, 
and of a sensible husband. Lady N. 
had alu'ays appeared to act with un* 
common prudence; b\it wheii left 
solely dependent upon her ownjudg* 
iiient, she found that she had been 
very imprudent in never having given 
herself the habit of exerting it. She 
had bad what is sometimes called a 
religious education : — that is to say, 
she had learned a respect for the Insti* 
tutions of the church, had learned to 
repeat her creed, and say her prayers, 
and to keep clear of all gross offentes* 
Hut even liiese best impressions were 
rather adopted as prejudices, than 
embraced 
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embraced as priiiciples. In the forma* 
tion of principles, the heart and the 
■understanding unite; the adoption or' 
prejudices is the work of the feelings 
and the imagination. 
■ It has been observed of womeni 
by a witty poet, (though in fact the 
observation is equally applicable to 
both sexes,) that 

They who are boto to b« coiitrolN, 
Stoop to lb« forward and the bold. 

Indeed, in the very nature of things, 
they who must be governed will fall 
under the dominion of the worth- 
less; for who but the self-interested 
and depraved will practise the arts 
necessary to obtain an ascendancy 
over the mind either of an equal or 
superior? 

Those who do not select from 

esteem, or ssteem from real and ac- 

K curate 
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cuaAe oU^-atioa, wiU be foi ever 
JlUble to mispUce tbeir confideiMier 
guch viu the hte qf I.ady: N. tier 
tpo gcoat facility of tcpijier rettdeced 
her an easy prey to. the arts of the . 
de^£tung>. I^er {)rinci|iles>. were good ; 
but tlisy ivere not fixed in her iniud 
with Au&^ieot strength to be resorted 
to as the support and guide of her 
life. She thought it requisite for her 
to have some one oa whom to iean, 
and indolently resigned herself tt) the 
first to who.m chance happened to 
direct her. 

Mrs, Pegg;, the person ^iho, after 
the death of the,E^ll of N. had tlic 
holdntsss. to aspire ftnd to gain her 
lady's co^ifideuce, was 9 woinan of 
very low origin, but of very insi^ 
nuating address. By pretending ^ 
more profound degree of sorrow fQr 
the death of her late master tlian \va^ 
a^i all cQusiitcnt with probability, st^ 
mad^ 
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made Iter first approaches tp her hdy's 
favour- The ^grief of ^.ady N. w^ 
unaffected and siDceit). She wa^ 
soothed by th? apparept sypipathy of 
the hypocrite, wliosg tears flowed 
still faster -than her . own, ^pd Cf>qn- 
dered them a^ atr infallible proof of 
the strength of her attachment 

Lady N- was nut deficient iq un- 
derstanding; but Mrs. Pegg was aa 
much her superior hi talents as la 
artifice. Had hei' talents been guided 
hy principle, she would indeed have 
■been a valuable acquisition in any 
family i but her heart was corrupt 
and depraved : her talents were therer 
fore employed to cheat, to circum* 
vent, and to deceive, $he sooq 
penetrated into all the weaknesses of 
her lady's character, and with inflnilf 
dexterity turned them to her own 
advantage. Every thing at Castle 
N* was now placed under the control 
KS of 
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e£ this ambitious woman. So coiii- 
-plete was the ascetidancy she ob^ 
tained over the mind of herloo easy 
mistress, that she neither heard, saw, 
examined, nor Judged, for herself) 
Every thing was left to Mrs. Pegg. 
All the servants, even the old and 
attached domestics of the family* 
'were, one after another, on various 
pretexts, dismissed. Some Mrs. Pegg 
thought it dangerous to keep, he- 
cause they knew too much of her 
.real character; others were too un- 
bending to be subservient to her 
wicked views i she therefore made 
use of the opportunity which constant 
access to her lady afforded, to preju- 
^iice her mind against them all 

Never, indeed, did Mrs. Pegg 
make use of her inBuence for the 
advantage of any human being. Ne- 
ver dill she commend any one to 
})f:r My'i favour on accgunt of their 
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teal worth ; or seek to lessen any one 
ia her regard on accouat of any. 
blemish in their nioral character : all 
ber motives were purely, selfish. But 
if Lady N. had been ppsseased of the 
principles of justice, she i^ould not 
have taken, this woman's representa- 
tioDS as sufficient evidenfCi neither 
would she have delegated to a. mean 
and vulgar, person that authorityj for 
Uie due exercise of which, she was t« 
be responsible at the tribunal of the * 
Almighty. ; ■ 

The dread of giving herself trouble, 
would not. then have appeared to 
her as a, suffici.ent. excuse for shrink- 
ing from those inquiries by whicb 
the truth, would have b^en established; 
nor would she have considered her- 
self justiliable in giving up her own 
judgme,nt, where she was. called. upon 
, by Erp^'idence to -exercise it. , 

With respect to her childrer|. 
Lady 
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lady N. was still more seddusty fit 
blame. I^he doated ilpoa xheta to 
(xcf^. Yet she did not glte herself 
any trouble In the formation of their 
minds. She trasted every thtag^ to 
Urs. Pegg. " Whit cdirtd she do ?" 
ihe said ; " she nevef- had beeti used 
" to childrett, and did not ItaoMf 
** how td manage them : bat happily 
" Mrs. Pegg had been usedtottiem, 
^ and tfaerefpre coutd not fall to ma- 
" nage them propetly V 

Their first notions of rfglA and 
wrong were coosequeAtly imbibed 
from iVfrsi Pegg. Now it happened, 
that of right and wrong Mrs. Pegg 
had &u other rule or standard than. 
self-intetest. Whatever gave her troii* 
hie was punished as a fanlt of the first 
magnitudie. Whatever did not in- 
terfere with her ease or convenience 
was passed without notice. No idea 
of the consequences which false and 
injurious 
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injtiriou»ifnp<r«3si6nB mtglii hare apoH 
the futurecharacter, enltred into bet 
imagination t nor, if it hz3, would 
It have disturbed her pektc. The 
children- might 1*6 ftUie, eruel,> cai- 
|»iciou9, ptoudt or bitetinats, with 
Impunity, ]trovided they paid a prc^ 
^ rtsjieict to her, and- never Farted 
tb observe Her. special' orders;" but 
■ho sooner diet th«y tramgrew in t!ii» 
Wspect, irtiati they were- punished 
with unmerciful severity ) and' so 
completely did she keep tlie poor 
' infants antler subjection, that they 
dared not utter a complaint. 
. Tbe children believed that theli- 
mammals- apartments were haunted' by 
a secret spy ; and in truth'they were 
so; for the- unprincipled- nurse, not 
contEUtrd with the possession of her 
lady's unbounded coufidence, took 
care, by means of listening, to inforift 
herself of all tliat was gating forwurd. 
And 
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And >uch an adept had she become 
in tbis detestable pFactice,^ .that a 
two-^inch door was no obstacle ia the 
way of her information. When-she 
bad* fiom any thing that passed, the 
slightest grounds £or alarm respecting 
the continuance of, her ipflu^nce, &\\t 
had immediate recourse to a, method 
which she had ever -found tobe.infal- 
libie. Lord N. or Ifl^y. Mary were, 
jupon such, occasions, the inuoceot 
jsufferers. , : . 

As they were the objects of their 
mother's doting fondness, their slight* 
est indispgsition engrossefl her whol^ 
attention ; and upon such occasions 
her sole .dcpendanc.e jras placed ou 
.the care, the skill, the wonderful m%' 
uagement of Mrs. Pegg._ No won-;, 
der, then, that Mrs. Pegg should be 
sometimes induced to make to herseH' 
.an opportunity of evinciog her skiU 
and dexterity in tlieirrecorery; and 
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arshe could do it at the eKpense .of 
a lUtle stomach sickness, the cliil- 
dren , were, perhaps, in reality, not 
much the »fP"e for the experi- 
ment. ..... 

Mrs. Pegg was not, however, nlvd^'i 
thus fortunate in being able speedily 
to remove the efiFects of hei pwa 
treatment. ..When her joung, lord 
was in his .itfth year, he was seize^ 
with an inflammation in his. lungs, 
which had nearly cut, ?horl the sleor 
der thread of hi^ existence. . It is 
impossible to describe tlw CQufusipa 
and dismay which reigned at Castle 
N. during the anxious period of hi» 
danger. No ej"e(al:, least so L^dy.,Is^, 
bflicved) ever shut in^leep j no \\p» 
were opened for any other purpose 
but to sigh.. How much the usual 
.consumption of victuals was lessened, 
is best known to the' housekeeper.; 
:but certain .it is, that among the uu* 
merous 
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mfcrtiiLiS trahi of domestiw ah* ctfi* 
fcDdants at Gastl« N*. thett weK feit^ 
vho did not On this occasion f«el 
deeply interested for tlicir lady, or—* 
for their young lord, or-^for them-' 
selves! 

We may believe that Mrs. Pegg 
Would now act the part of grief X6 
Mdmirathnu She indeed appeared to 
thi almost distracted ^ but she did 
hot how act a part: her terrors were, 
for the first time, sincere. For; tbough 
Iter sbul vas of too hard a texture to 
be susceptible of the tenderness of 
affectioOt the fbnd mother herself rat 
tiot no^v more truly anxious fbr her 
Bon'sricovefy than she was. Heratten* 
tiOn Was hot however solely engrossed 
by ihe little suflFerer. Lady Mary never 
Qjiperieuced from Mrs. Pej^g so muc!^ 
tenderness of endearmenti ot such 
tii)limited indulgence as she now ekpe^ 
Hcoced. She was only entreated not 
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to speak of her brother to her tnfttfini9| 
and site m!ght have what she p^&iseti. 

Mrs. Pegg ga^t herself, in this in* 
stance, & great deal of unnecessary 
trouble. The poor child** spirits had 
been too elfectually subdued by ter- 
fot to betray any tfai^aclion which 
U was Mrs. Pegg'a interest to conceal: 
nor did it, perhaps, enter into \rtt 
mind to ascribe her brother's illnesS 
to any other cause than that to which 
she had heard it ascribed^ viz. fun*' 
ning across the lawn without his-hati 
But though Lady Mary miglit not 
know, or might -not cliuse to \e}\, I 
\novfi and I shall tell you hotf it 
ically happened. 

Mrs. Pegg's stabdatd of right and 
ttrong has already been explained. 
Now as the children Could do nothing 
which produced so much trouble to 
her as foiling or tearing their clothta, 
:m no fault of which they were ertr 

guilty. 
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^i^ty., ^s punished with half the 
severity. Lady Mary, being of a 
timid and qujet disiiosttion, was not 
nearly so apt to transgress in this way 
as her brother, who, while he was in 
frocks, was perpetually grieving Mr?. 
Pegg's righteous spirit by stains, and 
rents, most unfeelingly indicted on 
her future perquisite.. Nor when he 
exchanged the fragile muslin for the 
stouter trovsers, were her troubles at 
an £Dd. . Though he could no longer 
tear, he still could soil ; and in 
those elopements into the garden or 
court-yard, which not all her vigi- 
lance could prevent, he would some- 
times in runningafter a butterfly slip 
his foot on the fresh dug mould, 
sometimes in caressing a spaniel re- 
ceive such a warm return of gratitude 
as left its visible effects behind ; nor 
did he think of the consequenceii 
until he beheld the marks of his fa- 
vourite'* 
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Voutite's paws upon the fair nankeen^ 
vbich be would tbeii most willingly 
have exchaoged for the coarsest IJa* 
aey-woolsey tbat ever little boy was 
clothed in. 

It happened on a luckless dayiWhen, 
as Lady N. dioed from home, - Mrs; 
Pegg intended saving herself the 
troubleof dressing the children a se- 
'cond time, tbat Lord-N. finding him- 
self uaobserved, and bearing the voice 
of Tom the stable-boy speaking to 
his tame pigeon, was tempted to slip 
down the back stairs to share with Toni 
the pleasure of feeding bis Pet. 

The pigeon was at first a little shy. 
It flew away at his approacli, but be- 
ing lured back by Tom, it at length 
became eo familiar as to eat the corn 
which he scattered for it at bis feet, 
Tom assured bim that when a little 
better acquainted, it would eat from 
bis hand with as little fear as it now 
did 
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did froip h»< Lord N. wa« vt^y 
smbitioua to rival Tom in the pigeoo'K 
favour, but u the eagerness of im^ 
petuouty he defeated his own puriiofie. 
The pigeon took fright and retreated. 
He pursued* Snatching the hat full 
of corn from ToHi's hand, bt foUqwed 
the fugitive, coaxing it in iuch sweet 
accent* aa but one other little boy i« 
the wide vorld could vtt«r. The 
bard-Hearted pigeon fa^ded not the 
music of his \-oice. It walked ou till, 
turning into an inner court, it there 
took to its vings and flew to the top of 
the opposite wall Poor JJ. rushed oq 
unconscious of his danger, ' nor once 
perceived the lieap of mud which had 
been that morning raked from a sewer, 
and Uy directly in his way, and in 
which he would, the next moment, have 
measured all his length, had it not 
been for the agility of his companion, 
who, throwing himself before him, 
?av?d 
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fiaved bim from falling farther than fa& 
knees. As be was not hurt, he w^mlijl 
have joined Tom in the loud laugh 
which he instantly setup, had nol the 
ideaof Mrs. Pegg presented itself tohk 
affrighted iinagioattoD, banishing alt 
thoughts of mirth and gladness from 
his uHiid, Ashe looked iosad dismajr 
Dti the woefully bes|>atlered trowser^ 
the roses forsook his cheeks, the ruby 
tips grew pale, and the long dark ■ 
silken fringes \v\ih which iiature had 
adorned hU seraph eyes, were mois>* 
tened with tlie tears of anguish. He 
stopd aghast and trembling ; afraid 
to cry. lest his crying should reacli 
the ears of Mrs. Pegg, and yet not 
able to refrain from giving vent ta 
the misery which swelled his little 
hearb. At length he took courage ta. 
turn his steps towards the house, sup- 
ported by Tom, who was now little 
\e^s teri^ified than himself, thongh he 
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knew not for what ; when, all at once 
the sound of Mrs. Pegg's voice broke 
in thunder on his ears, andherstatety 
form was seen advancing towards 
tbem, clolhed in all the majesty of 
anger. Lord N. now screamed out- 
right; but unmindful of his emotion 
she took him by the arm with one of 

those jerks which prove that disloca- 
■ tion is not so easily accomplished as 

'Soorte weak persons may imagine; and 

■giving Tom a box on the ear which 
sent him staggering to the other side 
of the court, hastily proceeded with 

-the culprit to her own apartment. 

- How she stamped and raged, and 
scolded, it is needless to describe, 

'but as she had stamped and raged, 
and scolded at offences of the san>e 

■ kind before now, and as it proved 
without effect, she determined on a 
new method of punishment. Having 
stripped ihe unf(;rtun:.te delinquent 
of 
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bf his soiled garmeDts, ahe put him itl 
a corner, there to stand during the 
lenti of helrp1ea^a)-e, and then catmty 
l£ft him, in oi'der to resume the occu- 
pation in vhidi-sbe bad been ti> dis- 
agreeably interrupted. 

It waa in the month of ihf ay. The 
lunwas bot^ but the east wind blew 
ehill Hifl poor hoy had thrown him- 
»elf Into a beat rubniitg uftes the pi4 
geoDj which' had been increased by 
kucceedlng agitationj and from wear* 
ingcoat and trowsers lined with flan* 
ftel^'be waa now exposed, witbont de* 
fencej to the piercing air of an open 
window. The conseqiiences are not 
so surprising as his recovery appeared 
to be to those best acquainted with 
bis danget*. 

ThesecoUset^uencesit is certain MI'S. 

Pegg did not foresee, but she made 

no scruple of doing under the eye of 

Qodf what ahe would not have dbn« 

& under 
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under the eye of her mistress. And 
that she was conacious of doing wrong 
was evident from the rage she was in 
on fioding that the situation in which 
she had left Lord N* was discovered 
by little Tom ; who, deeply interested 
in the. fate t^his young master, and 
directed by h^s lamentations to the 
scene of punishment, had adventut-- 
ously dared, by the assistance of a 
step-ladder, to peep in at the window, 
through which he hastily offered all 
the consolation in his power, by a»^ 
suringLbrdN. that the pigeon should 
be his own* 
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LETTER IX. 



When tord'N. was well enough 
to be taken out aa airing, he went 
one motning wltli his mamma and 
$istcr, attended by Sirs. Pegg, in the 
landau, and' was 'standing up by )iis 
mamma's side looking over the car- 
riage, when it stopped so suddenly 
as to throw him ofFhis balance, with a 
violence that might have been .fatal, 
had not Mrs. Pegg's arm been ready 
to receive him. "" 

The cbachmati at'ibe same moment 
called loudly to 3ome one to get oat 
of *he lyay* *' iV"o,"' replied the per- 

I.a : tOtt 
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son spoken to, " I will not get ont of 
*' the way. You may ride over me 
" you may trample me to death — but 
" I will not stir till my lady promises 
** to speak to me." 

Lady Kt stood up, and on looking 
out perceived a litUe bo}' kneeling in 
the middle of the highway, which was 
in that part only just sufficientl ywide 
for the carriage. She called out \q 
know who it ww. " It is little Tom, 
"the 9table-b{^i pkase yoiw lady- 
," sbip>" said the coachroae, "he was 
" turned away yesterday moxning -by 
" your ladyship's orders." 

*' I gave no &uch orders,*' said LaiJ^ 
N. '*' let the hi?y ?(Mne Iwre to sfvefik 
" to me." 

" Blesi me" cried Mrs. Peggie " I 
"dare say Mr. Ditto (tt^ ^t^v^rd^ 
"baa qiistaken ipe., I told fa^piy^s* 
" terdi^jc that I. was #ute if ysw lady- 
" ship k^cw wk^ it «ad liar t1jti« Ijitl^, 
„ . *' fellow 
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* feUo* was, you *ould,n6t fceepliini 
*' another day about the house ; but 
*• I did Bfft day your ladyship had dis- 
^' missed hiii\-»I wonder how hecbuld 

" I wonder so too," growled the 
ceaGbi&aa ; '* I bivet koew Mr. Ditto 
''make btufidei^, Hot did little Tom 
** <y<r tiSn a fib in ill his life, as t 
"knows of.** , 

Tom irns by thh time at the dar 
riagC'door, a piteous spectacle. Step- 
ped of his livery, and having out- 
grown his fohoer clothes, he hid, ia 
order to secure himself from the in- 
clemency of the weathef, fastened his 
old coat upon his back by brtligin^ 
<he Jl^veB round his neck, and tying 
tbetti itt & hafd knot iipou his breast. 
'^^'here they conveniently (i^ng* ^ 
Ihey flow selved the office of a hand' 
kercbi«f, iii ytifrtt^ the te^rfe frOiti his - 
♦jrofleii f yei^. 

tady 
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Xady N. could not but compas- 
cipnaie the little wretch. In a liiild 
tone she desired him to tell what he 
wan^d, bift to be sure to $peak the 
truth, for that she could not enduK 
A^y ope tbat told lies. . 

'* Nq, my lady, Ize never told iip 
*' lies since I was born, my l^dy. My 
" lord thcfe can tell you }t w^s pot T, 
" was i^ my lord r . Pray tell your 
*; lady mamma; was it I that .*ticed 
*' you out the day you fell into the' 
.'f muc} and dijtifd all your clot|]es so ^ 
" and ^['hen Mrs. Pegg was so h ^igeous 
"aogry? 0o pray spealc, my dear 
"sweet young lord, wap it I? 

" tJo,". said.^rd N.loojtingwjstr 
fully.up in his mother's face, "indeed, 
" jn^f ed, mamma, it wasoqtTpm'n 
fifauit,': 

**J know not what' you spea^ q^ 
^^jnydeaf child,^,' swd Lady 1^. 
. *| J said 30," criedTom, " J said my 
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"lady knew nothing of the matter, I 
'I was sure and certain, my lady, that 
*f it' was ail a story of Mrs. Pegg's 
V own making, and that you niever 
" would have had the heart, my lady, 
*' to order her to twist off the neck of 
"my pretty pigeon." 

" You little abominable lying vaga- 
"bond," said Mrs. Pegg, lifting up 
her voice, and casting her indignant 
regacds on the unfortunate oiitcast, 
" what is it that you dare to say of 
"me?-* 

" I say," cried Tom, agitated with ^ 
fresh emotion, " I say that you said 
f' as how that my lady said, that my 
'1 lord caught cold by following of 
*' me ; and that it was I that 'ticed 
*' him into the yard, and that it was 
** by my lady's orders that you twisted 
" qff the head of my pretty pigeon. 
** lAiy Mary saw you do it ; aye, 
** she saw ypa do i^ and she saw you 
" throw 
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" throw the bloody head in ny fio^ 
" too, aad heard you tell me that | 
f should be served ia the same way 
** myself. And she heard you say, 
!' too> that it was all my bdy^s orders.; 
" Did not you my Lady Mary ? I am 
*' sure you will not i«y you did'nt.** ' ' 

The {)6or Lady Mary sadly discom- 
fited by this appeal, sat trembling m4 
silent. Three times the truth rose ta 
her lips, and » voice within her heart 
told her that she OQghl to give it ut- 
terance. But a glance from the eyes 
. 9f Mrs. Fegg silenced the feeUe voice 
of conscience, and repelled the trutb 
that sat upon tlie tongue- I^ady K. 
looked it her daughter in surprise, 
" and do you know any thii^ of fchts;, 
" my- love y said she, taking her 
kindly by (hebi^ml'. 

" Do, pray tell, " cried Mrs. Pfeg^, 
in a tone which Lady Mary peirfectly 
well knew how tointeipiet^ "didyoq,. 
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*' ever see Me do aach a thing m yoqt 
f life ? Mc tvist off the head of 4 
** tame pigeoo ! Do, pny- tell, my 
" dear, I msut upon your speftking.** 
I^ady Mary was still silent^ 
** Bless yau, dear sweet young lady, 
*' speak," cried Toip- " I am sore and 
^' certain youcan^t bare fiargotten." 

*' Was there erer such impudexice I** 
cried Mrs. P^g i« a voice half choak- 
ed \vikb rage, ** yon IHtle story*telling 
" vitlain, I shaU li^now vho' it is that 
<* kasput yon upon tbis.*^ Then tum-r 
)Dg to Ijkdy Mary, whose hiuii she at 
the same time seized with vehemence, 
" tell this moment^ I insist upon it. 
*•' Did you evet see goe do such a 
" thing ?" 

" No,^' faintly uttered the too ti^ 

mid Lady Mary ; the censcioosnen 

of so Oagiantly departing from tmth 

^nd JQstice,' dying her face witiht crim- 

. |<i|iaisl9?ip(dE^. 

'* N»w," 
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- ** Nov," cried Mrs. Pegg, in exnl- 
tation. " Novr, my lady, I hope you 
" will believe, I hope yoa ace what a 
** knave tbb is*, if your ladyship chuses 
**to listen to him all' day you will 
*'liaTe plenty of stones, I'll be bound 
*• for iL" 

•f You know it is no stoiy," said 
Tom, " indeed, indeed, my lady, it 
** is no story ; I have not a &iend in 
^ the vide world, but God ; and my 
f* munmy told me God would be my 
« friend while I told the truth. In- 
" deed, my lady, f don't ly^ and if 
*' your ladyship's honour will let mc 
f go back to the castle, I wilt bring 
"proof that I don't." 

" What astonishing impudence \" 
cried Mrs. Pegg, turning up the 
vhites of her eyes, *' I wonder how 
"your ladyship can encourage such 
." a depraved little wretch. I should 
" kope yonr ladyship cannot possibly 
"take 
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f^ take his word.agaiost miQc and hn6y 
*' Mary's (oo ! Shall I bid Uw 
" coachman drive on ?■■ 

Lady N. silentjy assented- Tlie 
poachmapk im^cked bis whip. Tlie 
}iprs^s darned forward, aq4 pppr ho- 
pest little Tom was left a helpJcsj 
orphan, destitute and forlorn* to seek 
}iis way through a world in . which he 
- saw hypocrisy, and falsehood triumph 
over inno<;e;nce and truth ; apd is 
which he foifpd the ear of the power- 
ful to he paly opea to favourites and 
flatterers, even >?hpn justice ^nfjjudg* 
nient lifted up the voicp ) 

Had Lady IiJ. beep sensible pf the 
fa^l impfession which her conduct ^t 
that moment piade upon the mind of 
a fellow creature, — had she foreseeii 
the cqpspquences which ensued from 
depriving (his, then innocent bey, of 
%he popfid^nce which he had been 
t^Vgl^t to put ip the cerUin success 
of 
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of ictegtity, slie wouM bftve been 
•truck with horror! But though 
these consequeBcesiwere too remote 
to be dittinctly forcKen, she must 
dobbtUuk^ be conaidered as respoo^ble 
for them, in so far as she acted upon 
other prmctples tbaa those whteh her 
httai and conscience most seriously 
approved. 

Site vu in reality far from being 
tatisficd that Mrs. Pegg Wft» free from 
blame, iikI far 6rom being ctniTi&ced 
that the boy said what was false ; but 
she bad not courage to pursue an ea- 
quiry> which, if it terminated to thfi 
disadvantage of her favourite, would 
disturb her own peace; and which 
woHld Eit any rate give a sad shock to 
her poor nerves t 

The principle of selfishness vas, 

therefore, irt Lady N. more powetfol 

than the principle of justice. She h&A 

ftofit youth been accustomed to- cwl^ 

tivate 
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tivate Che one; for it is evident thaJt 
it had becomea habit of her miod ;—» 
and she had from youth been aecus* 
tomed only to tdih of the 6tber, so 
that it had na real influence upon het 
conduct Iddy N. ma mild^ and 
amiaUe^ and geiit)e» as heart 'could 
wbh, yet bci« ve we her guilty of aa 
actof cfuelty and oppreaston, of wfaiiA 
apersfviof a leas yielding dtsposr- 
tion, and who had been, actuated by 
steady principle vY)uldl never hare been 
guilty. 

Even fot tiie cnmea into which 
Mrs. Pegg wa& led> Lady N. was in a 
great measuire accountable. Had sfatf 
ceaisidered ,tlie iafluence she possessed 
aa a trust ivccired from Qod, a talent 
vhich she waa bouud to empby to 
the bat advantage she would not 
have deemed berself excusable in that 
dispasing' of it The ambitiaa which 
led Mrs. Pegg from crime to crimQ, 

. . ..'.i ivould 
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wdtiTd have be^n crushed in Hs very 
birthi Her talents would haVe beea 
employed in their proper Sphere; and - 
her merit judged ofy not riierely ac- 
cording to the height of its artificial 
gloss; hat bythe rigid roles 6f truth 
and justice. The poor woman would 
by this means have scaped- the miv 
scry into which ■ she .was aAerwatds 
led by thA gradoalibut overpowering 
force of great.tenfiptations. 

As to Lady Mary, we cannot hat 
consider her as an, object of. pity. 
She had been told to respect truth, 
yet was placed in a situation where to 
speak truth requireda degree of fbf-* 
titude beyond her. strength. SIk had 
never been taught the necessity of ■ 
exerting it ' But had religious prin- 
ciple been implanted in her he^rtj she- 
irould have felt that it was less daring '■ 
to offend Mrs. Pegg, than to offend 
^ hpr creator and her judge. ShewouM 
therefore 
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therefore at all events EaVe.run the 
risk o£ incurring Mrs. -Pcgg"s dis- 
pleasure} rather diaa soil the pure in- 
tegrity of her mind, by giving utter-, 
ance to a wilful falsehood. Granting 
that through timidity she hod permit- 
ted herself to be inadvertently hurrisd 
into this grievous error; she wouldt 
upon reflection, have hastened to re- 
pair it, and by an ingenuous confes- 
sion of the truth, have wiped the stain 
from her Conscience. Thus would 
the principles of honour and, huma- 
nity have been upheld by the principlej 
of religion. 

Happy they who are taught the 
practice, while they are initiated into 
the precepts of virtue'- Happy they 
who at an early period, have acquired 
■ufiicient resolution to adhere with 
firmness to the principles in which t}iey 
have been thus instructed 1 

The fruits of this 6rmnes$ of mind 
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ire M admiraUy tcfHtsent^d by i 
XatiD poet, that t cannot better cob'- 
elude this letter tW hy ttauctibtDg 
a ttanslation t 

iriM mui »bo« mihd Ob vjrtn but, 
Punues (omc greatly good uteit^ 

With undi»erted aim, 
Serene bvholds the angty crowd, 
Mor cao tbe!r dainours fierce and lou{ 

Mk stabborn honour tiime. 

i^ot the proud tjirant'a fiercest thiei^ 
* KoT stornu that from their dark rt|(ieat> 
The lawless surges wake ; 
^or JoTe'* d read belt that Shakes Ab pol^ 
The firmer purpose of his soul 
' WUh alt its pomr ca« iliakek 
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. LETTER X. 



Itr the story pf "The tame Pigeon," 
I have preaentfld my dearest Lady. Eli-»i 
zabelh with au' example of injustice* 
produced, not- by the operation, of 
anymalignantpassion, butmerely by 4 
deficiency iij point of^ firmness, thave 
shewn that where fortitude and reso^ 
lution are wanting, the knowledge o^ 
jluty.wiU not preserve froiia a failure 
in the practice of it, and consequently 
will not produqf those habUs of think- 
ing and actingj which, from the con- 
stancy of their operfttion, are termed 
principles. 

I shall now illustrate the force of 

these habits from characters of a 

M strongef 
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stronger texture ; and elucidate the 
consequences that attend them by re* 
lating a few anecdotes in the lives of 
two youog noblemen of distinction 
whom I sJiall describe under their chris- 
tian names of Frederic and Albert. 

In infancy these two young gen- 
tlemen were placed in circumstances 
Apparently similar. They were alike 
subjected to the disadvantage of be- 
ing "almost entirely confined to the 
society of low-born and illiterate per- 
sons : for, except an hour or two of 
- every day, they lived, as children in 
their station generally do, with the 
servants in the nursery.* Happily,, 
however, for Albert, he in the nursery 
met with an excellent instructress ; it 
being his good fortufie to have for an 
attendant on^ Who considered herself 

* To this remail'tbere aie some ntj honour- 

mble axcCptioiM. 
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as not merely accountable to her 
master and mistress, but accountable 
to God for the charge she had under- 
■ taken: This sroung woman was igno- 
rant of the ^■isdom of the ' schools/ 
but she wa3 well acquainted with lh6 
precepts of the gospel : she had ira- 
bihed its spirit, and the law of -God 
was written in her heart. 

Td the latest period of his. life. 
Albert owned his obligations to this 
humble inattuctresa of hij infancy, 
whosfe cieClining age was more effectu- 
ally cheei-ed by the acknowledgments 
of his gratitude, than by all the fa- 
vours his liberal heart bestowed. "By 
*' others," said lie, " I was taught to 
•' say there was a God.fromher I first 
" ieameU to make inferences . froiri 
*^ the important truth. But /qrh^i- 1 
** make no doubts should tothcfpre- 
" sentday have liadmy mind cl6uded 
V by a thousand vulg^ prejudices 
us " aqd 
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" and superstitions which would hare 
" taken too strong 4 hold of my ima- 
" ginatipn to have been eradicated ; 
" nay, but for her," he would add with 
a smile, " but for her, I verily believe 
*' I should have been a blockhead !" 

A country gentleman to whom he 
one day made these rei^arks, as they 
returned together from a ride to the 
pretty eottage which vais built by 
Albert for this old domestic, asked 
faun, with some flegree of astooisboient^ 
how it could possibly happen that one 
born ta so high a rank should have 
been so much indebted to one in a, 
menial station for all this instractioOf 
" Had not your Lordship a tutor ^ 
** Had you not masters to attend to 
" your improvemeBt ?" . 

i* Q yes," replied Albert. •' I had 

" tutors attd roasters in abundance^' 

''But aU for the head, and none 

"for the l|^t.. And how w^ I 

** prepared 
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*' prepared for their instructions ? 
'' Why, I shall tell you. By being 
" taught to think tliat as heir to a 
" great fortune, 1 was born to enjoy 
" pleasure, and that whatever inter- 
*' nipted that enjoyment was injus- 
" tice. l£ssons were a grievous in- 
" terruption to my enjoyment ; les- 
" sons I consequently hated. Hated 
*' them the more, because they were 
" unconnected with all the previous 
" habitsof my infancy. I had in that 
"state none of the advantages which 
** your children, my good sir, enjoy. 
" They, by living almost entirely un- 
" der the eye of their mother, have 
'* their facnities imperceptibly opened, 
" and imbibe their first notions from 
** the mind of a gentlewoman. I on 
" the contrary, was cooped up in a 
*' nursery, without objects to rouse or 
" to gratify curiosity thatwere'not of 
" a nature injurious to the mind. I 
" heard 
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," heard of the quarrels and the laves 
"of servants; was acquainted with 
*' all the diflferent cu^ ^d^ colours of 
'• the different liveries woni by the 
" favourites of our maids ; kiie>^ why 
" Tom left his place, aod why Jack 
** resolved to keep his ; and was also 
" embtied with a deep sensp pf the 
" S'^^fy ^^^t fesulted from a f}n^ stud 
"of horses, magoiGcent equipages, 
"and a spletidid table. But 'a? for 
^' jcnowledge qr virtue, I Plight be 
" told they were very proper and he- 
" poinitig 9 gentjeniap, but it cer- 
" tainly was not among the people 
" with whom my time w^ spent, that 
" I foun<t they were eve?: seriously 
" thought so. 

" My ignorance was greater than 
''you can conceive'. | litf:r4lly he- 
" lievjed the niopp to be a great ch^s^ 
" and- that the trees in the park were 
f made by the gardener; and this npt 
^from 
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"from any pecuUar^eficiency of in- 
" tellect, but because my attention 
*' had never been directed to the exa- 
" mination of any natural objects. 
" Indeed, from my own experience 
" and from all that I have since ob- 
'* served, I am incUqed to think that 
•' much of Uie stupidity which we mis- 
*' take for natural deficiency, is purely 
*' accidental ; and solely owing to ne- 
" glecting the faculties, till they h^ve 
^* for want of exercise become ob- 
•' tuse." 

The gentleman fully assented to 
the observation, biit still coi)ld not 
imagine how the misfortune should 
have been experienced by Albert ; or, 
if it was, how the person tliey had 
just seen could haye ^patributed to 
remedy jt 

" I shall tell you," replied Albert. . 

-' I was just turned of six, when Bell 

. *' c^me into th? family. I had been 

" tiaught 
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" taught to read English by my sis- 
** ter's governess, vho -weut over the 
" routine of Ipssons, exactly ai the 
" horse which you Bee in yonder farm- 
" yard, goes round hi turning the 
*' threshing- mill. The horse thinks as 
" much of the price of the wheat, aa 
"she did of the progress of themiad ; 
*' and, like him, when she has gone 
"her appointed rounds, she thought 
*' she had faUy done. her duty- 

*' In fact Mrs, Middledilch'did all 
" that could with justice be expected, 
"She had served an apprenticeship, 
*' to certain accomplishments and by 
*' teaching them she was to gain her 
" bread. To these her time and atten- 
*• lion had been exclusively devoted ; 
'• she considered them as her trade, and 
'* every thing beyond them, as out of 
'* the way of her business, For above 
•" twenty years this woman had lived 
'*- in the Ih)U9^ of persons of rank, at) 
'' insulated 
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*' insulated being, removed to an equal 
" distance from tbose above her, and 
" from those below; withouteverhav- , 
" ing experienced tlie sympathies of 
" friendship, or the heart- imp roving 
" pleasure ofa free communicaiion of 
" sentiment In such a state tlie 
" delicacy of the moral, feeling can 
" scai-cely fail of being lost Complete 
*- selfishness becoiiies ia a manner ne^ 
** cessary. It was impossible that 
" she should conciliate my affec* 
** tion who never treated me with ten. 
" (lerness ; impossible that she should 
*' inspire me with respect, whom I knew 
'* to be by others disrespected.*'* 

"An 

* U li not to lie SQppoMd that Albert, in wUftf 
tie here »aii|, intenUetl to 'cast any reflection njion 
V very deserting ^jid -very unfortuaai^ class of 
p*^reons, among wboDi may often be (oaiul vi|v 
liU'S of most sterling value, ami tulcnU of tbf 
Jiighcst oriI»r. Ik seems merely to aUade to the 
isjtiiatiLjil 
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"An accident of a brokea leg 
•• which I got by a childish frolick, 
" released me from lessons, and placed 
•• me entirely under the care of Bell, 
*' to whose watchful assiduity I was 
" more indebted than to the skill of 
''all my medical attendants* She 
" gave up nothing to peevishness, no* 
** thing to caprice ; but without, on 
" her part, exerting any of the ty- 
" ranny of control, she taught me to 
*' control myself. She opened my 
*' heart to religious sentiment, she 
" prepared my 'mind for religious 
" truths. By a thousand ingeuious 
*' contrivances, she elucidated thingi 



sitttBtion of governrsses in finnilies p( distinction, 
as ttiifavottrabic to the culture of the sympalbeiic 
and benevolent affiecliom ; and of tbe education 
which is thought to qualify them for the under- 
takii^ as foreigt) to the cuUivation of the heart 
■ad nitderituidiDg;. 

"that 
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' that appeared at first so> entirely 
' above my capacity, as to have ren- 
' dered the case hopeless to any that 
' was not inspired with an equal 
' zeal. lam even now surprized when 
" I reflect on all that was taught me 
'^ by this unlearned and simple girj ; 
' for never through life have I been 
" able to detect a fallacy in any of the 
" precepts she enjoined, or to perceive 
■^ an error inany of the judgments oa 
f* which she had formed them. 

" During the two.years that elapsed 
? betwepn the period of my accident 
'* and my being sent to school, a deli- 
" cate state of health rendered it neces- 
" sary that I should live much by the 
" aea-sjde; and thither I was attended 
'' by Bell, who had thus an opportunity 
" ofacquiringan ascendancy over my 
^ mind,tvhtchehe used for the noblest 
" purposes. Never have I in any 
'* station met with a person so coni- 
*' pletely 
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•* pletely devoid of selfishness : and 
" the constant opportunity I had of 
** witnessing the candour and single- 
"".hearted sincerity of her words and 
*' actions, rendered it impossible for 
*' me to he' mistaken. But how could" 
"it be otherwise? She Jived u^der 
" the constant consciousness of the 
" preienceof theGod she worshipped; 
"and looked to him, not only -as the 
"judge of her actions, but of her 
'most secret thoughts; and, after 
" all that I have seen of the world, I 
" must confess I have ever found this - 
" the fountain of the purest honour, 
" and of the soundest philosopliy." 

By what Albert has here said of 
himself, you will perceive that in his 
childhood he was prepared for enter- 
ing with advantage on the stage of 
vouth. Nor did he make any retro- 
grade steps in tlie course of improve- 
ment. In youth be found that he 
had 
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had still the remains of many, bail 
habits to correct, many untoward 
propensities to conquer. That thetime 
allotted him to prepare for the impor- 
tant part he was to act on the theatre 
of life, was short ; and that much 
was to be crowded into the narrow 
space. He therefore set himself with 
assiduity to the task before him. 
When he was at any time induced 
by indolence to relax the vigour of 
application, or seduced by pleasure 
entirely to relinquish it, his principles 
opposed a barrier to seduction, and 
le-animated him to fresh exertion. 

" If I waste the present hours," he 
would say to himself, " what shall I 
" be hereafter ? Despised for , my 
" jgnoraijce, and pitied for my folly. 
"And will not God- call me to ac- 
** count for thus neglecting to. im- 
*' prove the talents with which h| 
" has entrusted me ?" 

These 
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Tliese and similar reflections he^ 
came, by- their frequetit recurrence, 
so liabhuaTj as to operate upion his 
mind without his being conscious of- 
their operation. His reverence for the 
Divine Being appear&d inriate and 
spontaneous, and was liot a^ected by 
time, nor place, nor situation, nor 
circumstances. This is that fear of 
God which is spokea of in Scrip* 
ture as the beginning of wlsdorti. 
Nor was it in the mind of Albert, 
nor will it ever be in any mind that 
has been duly prepared, a solitary 
principle. It did not lead to a cold 
and formal performance of doty, from 
a slavish dread of punishment. His 
lieart rejoiced in the assurance, that 
the God who called him into being, 
intended that be should be happy ; 
and had put it in his power to con- 
tribute to the happiness of others. 

His father was proud of such a 
son* 
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■on, [and what father would oot have 
been proud of so fine a hoy?) hut 
Albert made no selfish or ange- 
nerous use of-his father's partiality. 
He considered the power it afforded 
him as a trust, for which he was re- 
-sponsibte; and contrived to convert 
every instance of partial iodulgence 
into a means of augmenting the hap- 
piness of his younger and less fa* 
youred brothers and sisters. ' Thjy 
looked up to him, while he was yet 
a; child, as a guardian angel sent to 
dispense felicity ; and as he was the 
um^^ire in all' their little quarrels, tliey 
learned from him, even in infancy, a 
strict sense of truth and justice. 

It must be owned, that on certain 
occasions Albert was very deficient in 
the coolness which might have be^a. 
thought becoming in a young phi- 
losopher. His feelings were too lively, 
bis benevolence was too warm, ta 
endure 



endure the sight of misery. He 
could hot bear to witness the ioflic- 
tion of punishmeut, even where he 
koeir it to have been deserved; and' 
would rather have gone Trithout -his 
.dinner for a week, than listened to 
the- cries of One of his infant brothers 
in- disgrace. This, in the eyes of 
Bome, may possibly appear a weak- 
ness. But from those who scoff at it 
as such, I should be glad to kno^Vy 
vhether benevolence has ever taken 
ileep root in any heart that was desti* 
tote of sympathy ? 

It is now time to see how Frederic 
has gone on. " But he is too dignified 
a personage to be introduced at the 
end of a letter : so we shall, if you 
please, leave, him for the subject of 
the next epistle. 
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LETTER XI. 



xilE nursery education of Frederic 
tlitfered in no respects from that of 
Albert, except that, as an only child, 
he acquired still higher notions of 
his own impoftance. He might , 
from this aloue have imbihed a suf- 
ficient quantity of self-consequence- 
Indeed, bow is it possible that a child 
who feels itself the great and sole 
object of attention, should do other- 
wise 1 But, in addition to this mis- 
fortune, which it requires no little 
pains to counteract, Frederic had 
that of being for ever reminded 
N by 
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by those around him, that he ■wan 
born to be a great man I that is to 
say, born to the inheritance of a 
great estate; for this was the only 
idea of greatness which any of the 
people aboat him happefted to have. 
I mjist beg, however, that you may 
not from this imagine that Frederic 
was ever, in direct terms, told by any 
one, that his situation in life gave 
him a right to do what he pleased ; 
but as every thing be saw and heard 
tended to in.spire him with this notion, 
, it amounted in reality to just the 
.same tbiog- 

He was taught to say his prayers ; 
. but in saying them his heart was 
never taught to rise with a sense pf 
awe and gratitude to the great Being 
to whom they were addressed. Hav- 
ing learned to consider all that he 
enjoyed as a right, he looked . on 
nothing as a blessing ; and as for the 
wants 
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'wknls or miaeries of others, It never 
entered into his mind that he had 
any business to feel for them; far 
less, you may beUeve, would he have 
entettained a thought of reUeving 
them. , ■ 

As he advanced in ytiars, he en- 
joyed, as .may 'be supposed, superior 
opportunities of improvement* He 
was placed under the care of able 
tutors, and might doubtless in youth 
.have retrieved the errors of his child- 
hood : and ivhy he did not do so, 
appears at first view very unaccount- 
a1>le. He did not want capacity ; 
lie in a short time acquired, for his 
years, a conaiderahle stock of know-" 
ledge. He was perfectly well ac- 
quainted with the nature of truth and 
■jastice, and the theory of moral obli- 
gation. He had read the lives o^ 
many illustrious men, and the pre- 
cepts of many eage philosophers. He 
N 2 had 
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had likewise been instructed in tbe 
doctrines of revealed religion ; and 
never entertained a doubt of its truth. 
BCit all this knowledge was to him 
like the miser's treasure, which he 
carefully locks up in his iron chest, 
pleased with the idea of having so 
much in his possessioD, but is so far 
from using it, that he denies hini* 
self the common necessaries of life, 
and starves in the midst of plenty. 
Of as little use to Frederic was 
all the knowledge he possessed. On 
reading of a noble and magnanimous ^ 
action, it never once occurred to him 
to ask, " Is it thus that I would have 
" done in similar circumstances? Am 
" I capable of this generosity, or 
*' tliis degree of self-control ? , Are 
" these the precepts by which my ac- 
" tions have been governed ? or, is 
" this the spirit I must imbibe before 
" I can be truly worthy-?" Had he 
frequently 
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frequently thus referred to Kis own 
heart, the notions of integrity and 
honour, which in the courBe of his 
education he eould not help acquir- 
ing, would have heen confirmed into 
principles. Still more eiFectuaily 
would they have been thus confirmed, 
had he considered the 'doctrines of 
religion 'as of practical use. But 
though he neither disbelieved in God 
nor denied the evidences of revela- 
tion J his belief was too weak and de- 
sultory, either to purify his heart or 
influence his conduct. 

His belief never Festraiued him in 
the career of passion; it never oc-r 
curred to check the impulse of any 
irregular desire ; and when the re- 
monstrances of others, or his own 
conscience, told him he had done 
wickedly, it never prevented him 
from exclaiming, in all th&ariogance 
of 
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oi pt'idei "To whoQi a^ I a^cowt^t 
** £lble for my camiuct ?" 

With gj-ief the fatii^r of Fr^jJeiip; 
beheld the fatal, consequences of his 
own too fond. iad«lg^ftpe;: iHjt h^, 
had now lost all authority; for FfiC- 
deric, *t sixteen, was by the will of 
a grandniother pu^ in; pos^essiofl of 
an indepeodaat fortune. He had lost, 
his'nioth^r in itifancy, and his fathet^ 
now. married again i but. though the 
connection prQmifi^d to.aKgmeot his. 
domestic happiness, apd, was in every 
respect a suitable ctne» it unfortu- 
nately did not please. his son, who 
thought he had a right to be oSended;. 
not because his fatb^ir pleased him- 
self bift because he h:^^ not consulted 
bira. 

It will to yoiu, 1 am., aseured, appeal- 
extremely unnatural,, that the partial 
affec^QQ ois^ father should me^t with 
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this unworthy return. It was not, 
however, in fact unnatural-; for it' 
was the inevitable consequence of the 
selfishness which' that partiality had' 
bssn the means of nurturing, while" 
no generous principle had been im*- ■■ 
planted to check its growth. 

Fredcria and Albert were aboot^ 
the same time sent upon their tfa- ■ 
vels ; and' though the estates of their 
fathers were contiguouSf had seen- 
little of each other'till they now met ^ 
in Germany, Each was accompanied 
by his tutor. The person who , at- 
tended Albert in that capacity was 
far frOm being worthy of the impor- 
tant trust, to which he had been re- 
commended by a nobleman who knew . 
little of his real character. It, was ' 
soon, however, discovered by Albert, 
who, through all his pretensions, saw 
-the meanness of his soul. Jlis prin- 
ciples were now too well fixed to bg 
injured 
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iujured by the society of one, who 
was as much bis iafeTior id talents as 
in virtue; but he confessed he coul4 
scarcely forbear envying Frederic of 
the advantages he enjoyed, in having- 
as the companion of his travels, a 
gentlemao of amiable manners, eie-r 
vated sentiments, and highly accom- 
pushed mind. 

It may appear extraordinary, that 
this gentleman should have been fixed 
fipon by Frederic himself, as the only 
person with whom he would go 
abroad : and that he was in this sq 
peremptory, as positively to tell his 
father, that unless he prevailed on 
Mr. Milner to accompany him, he 
never would quit England. But then 
it must be remembered, that Mr. Mil- 
ner had just refused assent to a simi- 
lar application from a nobleman of 
superior rank, of whom Frederic was 
particularlv jealous^ and over whom 
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be considered it as a triumph ta pre- 
vail. Mr. Milner's character too, his 
copoectioDs, his situation in life, and 
above al,I, .that spirit of independence, 
which rendered him so extremely re- 
luctant to put himself in any degree 
in the power of another, were addi- 
tional uicentives, stimulating Frederic 
to such ejterjtions as he never before 
had made in any virtuous enter- 
prise, 

Mptin^es, indeed, of a nature far 
less excusable tlian any nf those 
which I have now mentioned, were 
afterwards discovered by Mr. Milner: 
but those we have no luisiness at pre- 
sent to disclose. Suffice it to say, ■ 
that Mr. Milner, though he knew 
what Frederic's conduct had in some 
instances been, was from his conv.er- 
cation led to believe, that he bad 
deeply repented of bis former errors, 
fiwi that be was now a convert to 
virtue, 
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virtue, upon conyiction and prin- 
ciple. . Animated by the hope of cod- ' 
firmiDghim in his good resolutions, 
and warmed . by contemplating ■ the" 
picture his imagination drew, of the 
beneficial consequences which might ^ 
result to society from, the chtraoter 
vfaich, he. flattered himself, he' should 
in a great measure have it in hia' 
powor to form, Mr. Milner,- yielding' 
rather -to the feelings of his own 
heart, than to the^ solicitations of 
Frederic, consented to accompany- 
him : h^ consented without, on his 
part^ having made either treaty or 
stipulation; nordid it evercnter into 
the old gentleman's mind to doubt the 
siocerity of the strong expressions of 
esteem and gratitude which his young 
friend so very liberally bestowed. 

Mr. Milner had not seen enough 

of the world to distinguish between 

the complacency which arises from a 

temporary 
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'temporary ti^umpli of tfee wUl, and 
that which is the ■ offspring, of ge- 
iiuiae.beaigiiUyt Predepic seepned to 
Ij^tea to his Qopversa^ioa with iafi-- 
nite (feiight. B^. acquiesced in the 
trutli of all hi$ observations, and- 
perhaps felt; fof'A time - all .that he 
s(;opied to feel. , But the, iitifiression 
WAS. not sufficiently deep,, nor of suf- 
ficient duration,' to change: the long 
confirmed habits of Ills .miad. He 
afforded aa adn^irable illustration of. 
the parable giviCn. by Sul^k^ which 
under the figure of a house, out of 
which the evjlspirit has been driven, 
describes the state of a manwbo has 
made a few feeble eflForts at amend- 
ment. 

As good habits fthe furniture of 
the mindj cannot be immediately 
formed, the house remains for some 
time " empty, swept, and garnished." 
" Then retufijetb he,'* (the evil spirit, 
the 
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the predominant vice or passion,) 
" and taketh to him seven other spi- 
" fits, more wicked than himself, and 
" tliey enter in and dwell there : and 
" the last state of that man is worse 
" than the first." So it unfortunately 
happened with regard to Frederic. 

Albert^ when he met \vith Mr. 
Milner and his pupil, was on his way 
to visit the silver mines in Hungary, 
to which he was led by the enlight- 
ened curiosity that inspires the true 
votary of seience with an ardour 
which seoms to think of danger or 
fatigue. Yet natural history was to 
Albert only as a favourite amusement. 
It was a pursuit in which he de- 
lighted, and to which he destined 
his future hours of leisure, but to 
which he resolved never to give up a 
moment which ought to be devoted 
to the fulfilment of any important 
duty. In order to qualify him for 
assuming 
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assumidg with becoming dignity that 
high place in society which he w^ 
soon to fin, he considered the ac- 
quirements of knowledge, in all its 
various branches, and the cultivation 
of taste in all its harmonious cou- 
nectioDs, to be essentially necessary. 
But he would as soon have thought 
of becoming a fiddler or a dancing- 
master, as a mere collector of shells 
and pebbles. 

In little minds, even great objects 
become little, because in such minds 
all objects are connected with the 
littleness of self-important vanity, 
fiuj when the heart and the under- 
standing are equally enlarged, the 
elevation of mind that attends on 
scientific pursuits, becomes a source 
of pleasure, deeper and richer than 
any that selfish vanity or ambition 
ever dreamed of. 

Frederic could not conceive what 
amusement 
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amusement Mr. Mtlimr and Alhett 
could find in exploring rocks aiid^ 
mountains, which appeared to him so 
wild and barren i but on hearing of 
the silver mines, he readily acquiesced 
in the proposal of visiting them, as 
he thought Mey certainly must afford 
something worth seeing. The qaes- 
tions he asked were nunrerom ; but 
they were all confined to one point, 
viz. the sterling value: and often as 
the calculation was repeated, he never' 
heard of the amount without wishing, 
vith a sigh, that he too had a silver 
mine 1 

"^And why this wish for enormous 
" wealth, my dear sir ?" said Mr. Mil- 
ner, " Is not Jotir present, fortune 
" sufficient for your present wants ?" 

" O, I don't want to spend more 

*' than I do just at present," returned 

Frederic ; " but then with a silver 

** mine ! O how many things on« 

" might 
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•* might do with the revenues of a 
" silver mine !',' 

" Believe me, if you do; not find 
" satisfaction in making a good use 
" of the fortune yoii_ already com- 
" mand, you would feel no enjoy- 
" ment in possessing the revenues of 
"an empire." 

" Sir," replied Frederic, *' my fbr- 
*' tune is my own, and I spend it as 
" I please; and, thank God, I am ac- 
" countable to no one for my con- 
"duct!" 

".Not even to God himself?" re- 
joined Mr. Milner empbaticaHy. Fre- 
deric hastily let down the front glass 
of the carriage, and, though they 
were then going at a hand gallop, 
desired the postillions to mend their 
pace* 

They travelled with, great rapidity, 

and were already in view of the 

mountains, from whose treasures 

-Tfx Albert 



, t 1^2 ] 

Albert hoped to add to his fltock df 
knowledge, when an accident, which 
happened to one of the carriages, 
obliged them to stop for a few days 
at a village not many leagues distant 
from the principal mine. 

The second day after their arrival 
at this place, Albert and his tutor, 
accompanied by Frederic and a per- 
son of the name of Snakeroot, a 
college friend of Frederic's, who had, 
apparently by accident, joined his 
party at the Hague, set out lipOB a 
long walk, to which Mr. Mitnet was 
unequal. The country was moun- 
tainous; but the scenery was roman- 
tic, and amply repaid them for the 
trouble they had taken in exploring 
it. As they were returning from their 
ramble, they were attracted by the 
roar of a watef-fall, of which they 
determined; to have a view; and, 
directed by the noise of the cataract, 
proceeded 
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proceeded through a deep vjilUy ioto 
a narrow rocky glen, where they bid- 
held the ectrauce into several mifies.. 
The whole appeared tp them t« havp 
been king deserted. Noi' did they 
observe the track of human footetep^ 
«xcept at one ^rticular pUce^ and 
in £ollawiDg it* they were kd to the 
mouth of a d&e^ and hqrrihie pit* 
vhioh Albeit iininsdiati{jl]f co;)jec- 
..tpred to be Uie. shaft of one of th^ 
copper mine*, with which that ptrt 
of the country abfMiAded. Near the 
top of the d»rk abyss, a bucket ha^ _ 
£Ued with ore, was suspended by a 
strong rope from a windlass, which 
appeared tO' be worked by a vheel«f 
complicated roachinery. The coo- 
strucdon of it ir»» not understood by 
any t>f the party. A wish for io- 
lonnation on the part of Albf^rt^-and 
ai vague curiosity on the paxt of his 
companions, rendeiied thetn equally 
o eager 



.:i.v Google 



C 194 3 

eager to xHscover the secret spring by 
which tlic machine was to be set in 
tnotion'; and in a fata) moment the 
disccfvery was made by both ■ the 
young gentlemefi' in the same in- 
stant »■ - 
Albert "would have paused for te^ 
flection,4iut Frederic was impetuously 
urgent to try the experiment without 
delay. The tutor and Snakeroot lent 
their assistance. The hasp was )if^d, 
TTie bucket began instantly to de- 
scend 'ivith violence. ' The #heel 
turned furiously rou«d. They had 
no means of stopping' the frightful 
velocity of its movement, nor a mo- 
inent's time to escape the consequences 
of its destructive force. It broke to 
pieces with'a dreadful crash, ■ and sent 
about the fragments of its broken 
limbs in everydirectionbut that in 
which the travellers stood;' so that 
they were saved almost by miracle 
from 
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from . destruction. Tbey all in the 
same moment tlioujijlit they heard a 
groan issue frotnvthe bottom of the 
pit; biit as no anjwer was; returned 
to the earnest iuquiries of Albert, 
they imagined they had bdcnjinisf 
taken; and; greatly agitated' by. their 
adventuEe, hastened to.quitlhe scene 
of their atchievAnvnt. ,! ., ,. •:, . 

On coining to the narro\tf pass by 
.which they had entered the glen, 'and 
which indeed ^eBsid'tD b& ho; other 
than a Assure opened' in the rock -by 
some convulsion of nature; they ob- 
served a placard, which had. before 
escaped their notice. 

it began by enumerating the many 
titles of the high and puissant baroti 
to whom these mountarna .^nd their 
mines belonged ; and then prohibited, 
upon pain of confiscation of goods, 
and loss of life and limb, all persons, 
of whatever ranlf or, degree, . ftoflji 
o 2 entering 
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ItcencflL 

Of this ma&y-titled baron ^ey had 
already' heard, and knew him to be 
TCpttseated as one of the most im- 
praoticablb of all ttie petty tyrantft 
thitbpitd^ pemvr, and property, ever 
fdoduoed. On diwoveiiiig to whom 
the place belopgec^ Albert, vhb' HkI 
t,ti ftrsc detennined tO;givo immediate 
fatfttcmation of what had beeti. done, 
In order to reimbvise the proprietw 
for die dftitiftget agceed to postpone 
oflTeriDg the compeiuattoB, till they 
were oat of the Kach< of his jurisdic* 
tioD, and proceeded with hit compa^ 
sions to tlie ina, where they had left 
Mr. Mittter. 

Hete Alfoei-t fouwi totters, forward 
td by express from Virana, the oon^ 
tents of which left him but faint 
hopes of being able, with all the 
speed he cotUd use^ to reach England 
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in'Ume to recerwIiU father^slilesang. 
Not a moment wis no be lost : for, 
thoi^h by the aocounts of the pby- 
Hdans he. might linger fnauibly isr 
Kttve tnon^^, the .prdbobiUty wag 
equatty great, that aiiother pacaly'tic 
shook would terminate ibis days at a 
moment's waraiiig. 

A scDse of filial duty 'Would liavie 
been alone sttf&cioBt to ddtenaint 
Albert; but he so truly loved hb 
fether, 'that every idea of duty and 
«f gratitade were so -bkaded With 
afl&ction, ibe conld scarcely discri" 
noinate between them* A ^ousand 
isstances of his Other's truly parent:^ 
teoder-ness rushed upon'liu^Huad, and 
seemed to reproach him wi^ hn in> 
vt^untary absence, as if it had beea 
a crime. 

All the letters 'rom his vther frieads 

be paused and laid aside ; but a few 

hues 
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lined wrttt^ by a;BtMioger> and subr: 
scribed, iu characters ^ scarcely legi- 
ble, by ; his father's hand, be, after 
baving plentifully bedeivxd with bisi 
tears, placed dn his .besom. Thft 
cdntents were, however, made kno^yn 
to all the party. His .father assured 
him that he viewed the approach of 
death without dismay, though he 
confesscdi that if .it had so ■pleased 
God, he should hav£:been glad -to 
have seal his eldest son of age before 
he died, as on that circumstance de** 
pended his power of makiug' a pro- 
vision fiir his younger children suitr 
able to their birth. He however 
knew, he said, the generosity of that 
heart to which he no^i' commended 
them, and should say no more upon 
the subject, Hg then, after sohm 
tender expressions of affection, con- 
p(iides by thanking God for having 
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in mercy given liim sucli a son, and 
on his head implored a thousand thou- 
sand tjlessings. 

■ All was now ,in the hurry of pre- 
paration for Albert's departure. His 
carriages were drawn out, and only 
waited for the tardy postboys, when, 
as he stood at a window giving di- 
rections to his servants, Frederic and 
Snakeruat being At another windmv 
in the same, apartment, ..they saw a 
small party of armed men driving be- 
fore ihem. a prisoner loaded with 
chains, and followed by a sledge* on 
which Jay a poor wretch apparently 
in great pain, and who was likevyiae 
in fetters. 

Thfc landlord, of whom they in- 
stantly inquired the meaning of what 
they saw, told them that these poor 
fellows weremiiitrs: that they were 
going to be shut up in one of the 
dungeons of the castle, and would, 
probably 
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proKkbly never more see the light of 
day; for that it \ns whispered the 
mines had not gone on welt o'f late, 
and that the baron was in very bad 
humour ; " and whefl that is the 
*' cas*,*' said Josephns, ''.we all of us 
'* knov the consequences. Hh high- 
*' nes* cares no more for the life of 
" a poor ffiin, than I do for that bit 
" of straw," blowing away a piece 
that had been sticking to his whis- 
kiri. 

** Well, but what hare these poor 
** wretches dAne P" 

*' O, a great deal of mischief, to be 
*' sure," retufned Josephus : " they 
" have betwixt them broke the piece 
* of machinery that came all the way 
. ** frota Prague, fbr xvorkJng one of 
" the mines in Valla Pitra. They both- 
** deny ft; but there was no one else 
" to dt> )t ; so it must either have 
" Ireen thfeoi or tlic devil. Indeed one 
" of 
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*' of them swears it was the devil j 
" and that had it not been for Saint 
" Antony, who mude him fall as he 
" was running out Cf Kis way, the 
" evil apirit would have crushed him 
*' to pieces with the bucket, whereas 
** he had power to do no mwe than 
"just to snap his thigh-bone in 
" two." 

** And did the poor fellow actually 
** receive this injury by the fall of 
** the bucket?" exclaimed Albert. 
"How shocking 1 how dreadfully 
•' shocking I" 

" O the broken leg is nothing at 
" alii please ^our lordship, to what he 
" has yet to tteffer," said the landlord. 
" Before it h set he will have the 
" screws put upon his thumbs, I'il lay 
" my life for h ; and——" 

" Come, come," cried Albert, in- 
terrupting him, "let us hasten to 
'' save this poor creature from furtliw 
'* suffering. 
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" suiFeriiSg. Would to God wc could 
" as easily relieve him from the paiQ 
" of his broken.Ieg I Come, Frederic, 
" we must make haste." 

Albert was already at' the door, 
.from: which he was pulled back. by 
hi.i. tutor, who. warmly remonstrated 
on his rashness. 

" Think, my lord," cried he,- *' think 

" tou'hatarisk you expose yourself." 

"Ye3,"Te-echoedSnakeroot, "pray, 

'* my lord, think of the risk to which 

. " you expose yourself." 

" And to which you would expose 
" us all," said Frederic. " I confess," 
added he, '■ I have, for my share, no 
" great taste for the pleasures of- a 
" dungeon. Think, besides, of being 
*' subjected to the insolence of such a 
" fellow as this baron I It would be 
" quite intolerable !'* 

"Think!" repeated Albert in- 
dignantly, ' " think of an innocent 
*' person 
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"person suffering on your account! 
" Would not that be still more into- 
" lerabie r" 

"O but these fellows are used .to 
*' it," returned Frederic affecting to 
laugh. 

" And consider,"^ said the tutor, 
"feow fully, they would be' recom- 
*' pensed bya little money.'* ■ 

*' Yes, pjay.my lord, think of that," 
, cried Snakeroot. '* Money, as this 
"gentleman observes, will do ajiy 
" thing. By enough of that you 
*' could reconcile them to your break- 
" ing every limb of their bodies." 

'' And, sir," said Albert, " I should 
" rather have every bone of my own 
"broken on the rack than make such 
" a' despicable use of the advantage 
" which fortune has given me over 
"such miseJTible wretches ! What! 
" have these taen no feeling because 
•' they happen to be poor? Are they 
"to 



.:i.« Google 



[ 204 ] 

?' to be pCTmitted to su&r torture fri 
"order to save us from a. little per- 
. •* sonal inconvenience ? To anffer, 
." too, pQ our accoaiit ! For shame, 
f gentlEmen. How can any<pf yoo 
" think of such a thing r" 

" I tfaiiik of Dofching for myself," 
itspWeA tbe tator, lowering his tone, 
"but just at tlie present inoirwttt J . 
" rather wonder you shosld seek to 
*' be detained— detained, you dno't 
*' know hov loDg, when if my lord . 
"your fathershould in tKe mean Ume 
" die, I— , - 

" I know what I should in that 
** "event endure,** said Albert firmly; 
*' but dearly .as I priee my father's 
*' blessing, and nruch as 1 sbalt ever 
'' owe my father's memwry, I must 
" not forget what I owe myself. I 
*' in this case "clearly see my duty, 
" and I shall at all events perform' 
" it. 1 go instantly to the baron's, 
" you 
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" you may accompany me or not, as 
" you please." 

" You arc quite right, my dear fel- 
" low,*' said Frederic: "you doa't 
" thiuk [ could be in earnest in op. 
" posing you ? I swear I only wished 
*' to save you the inconvenience' of 
'* dfil^y ; but intended to surronder 
*^ mywlf t^e sionKnt you were gouc 
^Nay, lasNireyou t did. po yon. 
' **. think I care for this paltry baron ?" 

"Fraystop^ my lords," cried ^alce^ 
root, as the two^^otting oobtemen 
were leaving the ■ room* " permit me 
** to settle the fauaioesH for you both. 
*' I sb^U go this moment to the baron's, 
't and take tho ^hole upon myself^ 
" You shall have no further tronble 
" but to supply the cash." 

" An excellent thought !" exckim- 

ed Frederic, " you wilt manage i$ 

" eharmiBgly Siuikef4)oit, I make no 

' doubt. But ttepj you know, y«w 

" must 
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*' must swear you had no one with 
"you." 

" O you may leave that to me," 
returned Snakeroot, nodding his head 
significantly. " But what says At- 
" bert?'.'-- 

" I say," replied Albett,- casting 
Upon Snakeroot -a look of contempt, 
*' I say that I am not sufficiently 
"enlightened to perceire tbediifef- 
*' ence between telling- a falsehood 
•*' myself and permitting another to 
"teil it for me, *nd that 1 should a» 
" soon be guilty of. a base action; 
'* as accessary to one." - . ., ' 

Thus saying, he walked out, and 
■was followed' by the others in silence 
to the baron's hall, where they were 
admitted just as the unfortunate 
miners were sentenced to the torture, 
-in order to extflrt from them a confes- 
sion of their guilt. The baron was 
-still sitting in the seat of judgment. 
- ■ which, 
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^hicli, on being informed of ihfi'rank 
of his visitors, he would have lel'tj 
but was prevcnWd by AllieH; who 
entreated him to. waste no' time in 
eiiperSuous ceren^ooy, but to hasten 
to do justice to the innocent. He then 
turned to the miserable object who 
was stretched upon a litter, groaaing 
-under the pain' of the fractured lirtib, 
&nd trembling with apprehension of 
stiU fiirther tortures. Seizing his hard 
black hand, he kindly bid him be of 
good cheer; for that be should be 
taken care of for life. 

While Albert was thus speaking 
comfort to the unfortunate miner, his 
tutor, anxious to Exhibit hts learning 
Had talents, began to make in Latin a 
long speech to the baron. After a- 
flourishing exordium, he came at 
length to state the facts, but gave 
such a colouring to the narration, as 
to make the lifting of the hasp appear 
purely 
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purely actjdental ; asserting it to hare 
been done by a jostle of his elbow. 

Albert interrupted lum. 

" I lifted the hasp," said he, " with^ 
"out thinking of the consequenceb 
" But X was at some trouble to lift it^ 
*' so were we all. It did not fly up 
" by accMent. It couM aot." 

*' Jt could not, indeed," exclsimed 
the baron. "Noble and ingenuatu 
" youth* I respect your veracityt 
•' You begin life io the career of bo- 
" nour and of glory. Haj^y the fa- 
, " ther of such a son,!" 

The baron then brc^e up the court, 
released the prisoner^, and, having in 
the handsomest manner refused aJI 
compensation for the damage, gftve 
Albent and bis party a cordial mvi- 
tation to spend the day with him, af- 
fording a notable proof that there is 
no mind so callous as not to be im- 
pressed bya generousand nobleactioo, 
Anxious 
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Anxious as he was to set out on his 
journey homeward, Albert did not 
omit to vi&it the poor lame miner, 

- before his-departure ; and though be 
could not at once unite the fractured, 
bone,- he lulled it^ pain by pouring 

, an exhilar&ting cordial on- the heart. 

- Mr.Milner heard with delight all 
the particulars of this traasaction, 

. and ' was greatly pleased to ohserye 
that Frederic spoke with adipiratioa^' 
of the conduct of his friend. Snake- 
Toot. took notice of it likewise and 
wais more loud than either in praise 

. of Albert, " who, were it not," he saidj 
'* for a little vanity, would be an-ex- 
" cellentyoungman, ' As to his being 
" so willing to delay his journey, he 
" owned he would have considered it- 
" in a different light but for the hin^ 
" which his father's letter contained 
" of adding to hjs sisters' fortunes. 
" Albert was too prudent to like to 
p "bind 
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•"'Btad WftiMf by siich ■pM'i&is**. O 
"yes, Albrt-t WasVery pfttaenll tie 
*' wtmldwithiiny hibseiiF. Yetaftir 
■*' all, lie Wis an ekceltent yoUrig 
"■man!*' 

n H thus that the Very {irais^ 6f 
the thalicioiis are convcrt*d into 
^thoaied 'daggers, vhtch give fhore 
dangerods woands than the swdMs 
6( avbwed enemies. With this rt- 
■teartc I lBh6uld concludte the ^jreSftit 
Jetter, but *hit I think it hiay be of itti- 
' ^ortance to ydur futiirfe peite to haVe 
it Imprinted on yOur ttiibS, that to 
'detract <^om the iriefit of a noble 
fectibn, by base insitluationa *ilh ft- 
|*arttfb tbertiotiVe, is tbt: stillest sign 
•iJf a deprared and cdfrtitit heart. 
YoUtnay ^vrth greater safety take a 
'friper to your bosom, tbah snch a 
■person to yotir Confidence. 

Far, far be all thfe venomtJUs-ttilie 
fechoTed frtJtti thdseHoVe! 
I ■ Adieu. 
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LETTER XII. 



3S^ dear Lady EUnAetk, 

Flatterinjj as it may be to me to 
imagine that you feel some desire to 
know a little of the subsequent his- 
tory of the two young gentlemea 
whose opposite characters I have en- 
deavoured to display, I must not at 
present permit myself the pleasure of 
gratifying your curiosity. 

In my earnest desire to impress ypu 

with .a thorough conviction of the 

importance of those first principles of 

religion and morality which form the 

p S basis 
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basis of every virtue, I have thought 
itexpedieut to make use of such illus- 
tratioDS, as might touch the heart 
through the medium of the imagina- 
tion. Truth, in order to render her- 
self pleasing to the youthful mind,- 
must sometimes permit herself to be 
arrayed by the hand of fancy. When 
she appears thus decorated,' some care 
is, however, necessary, lest the atten- 
tion should be so much engaged by 
the drapery, as to overlook the sym- 
metry and proportions of the figure 
M'hich it conceals. 

In order to prevent thi?, it is ne- 
cessary to keep the " mind's eye"' in- 
tently fijted upon the object pro- 
posed ; to mark how far each cir- 
cumstance corresponds with thegene- 
rat design, and how far it tends to 
place the truths it was its avowed pur->> 
pose to illustrate, in a clearer point of 
view. When satisfied upon this bead, 
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it is then oitr duty to apply the mo- 
ral to our hearts. 

In the clwracters whicl) I have ex- ' 
bibited, I bavp trusted little to fancy ; 
they have been sketched fronj experi- 
ence and observation : but when clja- 
racters are drawn forthe mere purposes 
of illustration, notl^ing^ can be more 
absurd than to inquire when oy v/heie 
they lived, or indeed to mind whether 
they ever lived at all. The sole Ques- * 
tion to be asked is, whether such 
and such dispositions arid opiuions 
vould naturally and jiieyi):ably lead ' 
to such and such ponsetjuer.ces. 

It is thus I would have you to exa- 
mine what has jteen said of the cha- 
racters now under review. It is thus, 
indeed, that I would advise you at- 
all times to examine the purport of 
whatever is offered as an illustration 
p£ any moral truth. It is by exer- 
cising your judgment in this way 
that 
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that yon can alone expect to Map any 
benefit from what yon read ; and as 
I am very anxious to enforce upon 
you the observance of a practice 
trhich I believe to be so salntary, 
I shall, without making any apology 
for wearying yon by repetitfoos, in- 
treat your attention to the following 
remarks : 

We see in Frederic and Albeit, 
two persons of very opposite charac- 
ters. We have traced whence the 
difference arose. We have seen that 
though they had the same notions 
respecting right and wrong, the same 
ideas of truth and falsehood, of vice 
and virtue; the same belief in the 
government of the Supreme Being, and 
of a futurestate, and of all the doctrines 
of Christianity ; this knowledge and 
thisbelief was in the mind of one, spe- 
culative ' opinion ; in the mind of the 
other, active principle. 

The- 
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The oliject of igquity thanis, \t^^r. 
ther this circunqstance be ii^ it^]| 
safiicient to a^couuk foe uich. » 4'^^. 
ferenc« of character aa )ias befO 9C^ 
exhibited ? A& oue deci^kw i^A 
this point may ^e of greaiintpc^tanc^ 
it is necessary to praoeed tft ^C ffa- 
minatifm with- all due secloi^sifeeBs afi4t 
circumspection. 

To aid our inquiry, let us see 19 
what manner other pa;ver£>U p^ioct* 
pies operate: ^hatof s^-piF«s;rva;tioni 
fOF instaace, the first wi|^ ^high vre 
are thorou^ly acquatpt^- It is % 
principle implfnto) in 9UI> ntiq^f l}^ 
natuFf, but it is rsguUt^d by rf asQ^ 
aad esperiencc. An iofaiU ifter^y* 
ing been'burn^d dceads (bg fir<; ; l>ufc 
a grown person, of sound ita^laatf, 
would sbuB the danget wi^Qut 4%t- 
ing in his o,i$'a pertaa ex^icQCC^ t}li 
eSectq : nor would, you ox J, It^ vb^ 
we weie walking at tl]6 fi^itl. ^ 9 Bfr 
cipic?, 



.« Google 



cipice, we sav -a huge stone descejid- 
mg, stop to reason upon the propriety : 
of getti;ig out of its way. The prin-- 
ciple of self-preservation woul<J .in-, 
stantly inspire us with the desire of 
running off as fast. as possible. 

The desire of happiness is no less 
strong a principle than that of self- 
preservation : but our knowledge with 
respect to the means by which it is 
to be procured, i? of less easy acquire- 
ment. It is a subject upon which we 
are extremely liable to be mistaken.; 
and as all our mistakes upon it have. 
Ihe force'bf the principle from which 
they proceed, and to which they are 
united, they Cannot .fail. to be at- 
tended with very importadt conse- 
quences. 

Frederic, you will observe, placed 
all his happiness in the gratification 
of every selfish wish — the indulgence 
of e'veiy selfish passion. Albert look- 
' ■ , ed 
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ed beyond these to the approbation of 
God, and of his own conscience, 
and ihe esteero and love of his felloe 
<;reatures. They pursued their diffe^ 
rent objects with equal ardour. Fre- 
deric, without having taken any pains 
to regulate his inchnations, itnpiicitly 
obeyed them, and gave himself com- 
pletely up to the present impulse. 
Albert permitted no desire to harbour 
ID his breast, tliat interfered with the 
fulfilment of any duty which he owed 
to God or rean. The pure principles 
he had embraced were cherished in a 
pure heart; and, by being always 
steadily adhered to, became in a man- 
ner intuitive : they no longer required 
the aid of reflection, but presented 
themselves uncalled for, to regulate 
every thought, every word, and every 
action. The principle of selfishness 
was to Frederic, what the principles of 
religion "and virtue were to Albert. 
U 
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It Operated vitb the same force, and 
with the same certainty ; so that none 
that were thoroughly acquainted with 
the two eharaoters woukl have ex- 
pected any thing but what was noble, 
and geoerous, and virtuous in the one, 
or been disappointed at meeting with 
what was mean, and sordid, and dis- 
honorable in the other. 

No, my dear child, there is nothing 
upon which we can so much depend 
as upon the uniform operation of long 
eherished principle. Virtuous habits 
thataK mepely produced by situatioB< 
w\[\ last just so long, and do longer 
than thesituation remains unchanged. 
But when they are the effects of vir- 
tuous principle, they will be perse- 
vered in through every situation. 
' Tixrve is still another inference of 
ntuch importance to vhich I would 
direct your attention. 1'he know- 
ladge of our duty, or, in other words, 
just 
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just and enlightened notions of ouv 
happiness, will not have in our minds 
tiie force of principles without soma 
pains on our parta. The habit of re- 
ferring to them, must be for some 
time persisted iui before they mil havO 
much influence upon our conduct 
If we have not when young accus-« 
tomod ourselves to do what was right, 
and because we knew it to be Hghl^ 
we will very soon come to do wrong 
though we know it to be wrong. 
Let, therefore, no day, no hour, nay, 
fiot so much as a minute of your time 
be spent without having; bfien lanctU 
fied by a good intention. If you be- 
lieve in God, and believe that he is 
ever present with you, let pleasing 
Cod be the constant object of your 
care. If I ask you how you may 
best please him ; you will answer by 
the performance of every duty. The 
^at-duty of youth is a seatous im- 
provement 
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provement of every opportunity ofiD- 
structioa. Without apptyiag the heart 
unto knowledge, knowledge will never 
be acquired ; but to practise vhat we 
already know, requires no less zeal,. 
no less diligence and applicatton, thas 
to make, new acquisitions in informa- 
tion. Both ought to be considere4 
in the light of primary duties ; but 
the mififortune is, people too often 
jmagiDe that if knowledge of duty is 
given, the practice of (t vyill follpvc 
of course. I have therefore been at 
some pains, to set you right in this 
particular; and hope 1 have succeed- 
ed in convinpihg you, that though 
knowledge may be in a manner forced 
upon us by others, wc must, for the 
formation of our principles, be in 
a great measure indebted to our own 
exertions. 

By the different views of happiness 

that are set before us, we may no 

doubt 
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doubt l>e greatly influenced; and 
■lience arises the chief advantage of 
instruction ; but after we are capable 
of reflectioni we cannot avoid giving 
such consideration to these views as 
renders our adoptitig or rejecting therti 
our own deliberate act. The views 
of happiness that are adopted by a 
mean and narrow mind, are constantly 
circumscribed within the sordid limits 
bf personal and immediate gratifica- 
tion. The person who embraces mote 
enlarged and generous sentiments; 
extends his views of happiness to 
bbjects that ate in their nature infi- 
nite, atid in duration eternal I I leave 
it for you to decide which is likely 
to enjoy the greatest portion "of fe* 
licity. 

In contemplating the opposite ctin* 
duct of Albert and Frederic, you will 
not hesitate where to give the pre- 
ference. But do not imagine that in 
attaining 
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ftttamii^ that ^reatueu of miad, for 
which Ik mts tbrough life remarltablej 
Albert wu nowise indebted ' to his 
own exertions. Many were the teti^ 
lifttioiis with which be had to struggle 
iiefoTe liis habits of virtue were suf- 
ficieatly Confirmed to afford him 
spontaneous -succour and directioo. 
Witho«t Teligioo t^ese habits would 
never have been fonned. Without 
religiion they would not have had 
strength for the conflict. The ad- 
vantages which 'he derived from reli- 
gioB we shall however leave for future 
ccmsidemtioD.; and at present confiee 
ourselves 'to a view of the ob^acles 
which -he had to surmount in perso- 
ver i&g in an babi^al adherence to the 
first priuciples of morality* 

from bis raok in life, he must 

have beenioevitdbly exjuised to the 

seduotJions 'Of flattery. . He saw and 

£(U tbathfe wa^^coosLdsred as a jierson 

' of 
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of 8<^hie consequence by alt abound 
hiin. By 'the partiality of a food 
Tathtr, his virtues Vere extolJed, anti 
. Iiis htXM #ere palliated. But Al- 
bert ^amirfftl \hk foutiifliatioa df 
the pniBc m'hith 'he (^eceived, and 
detetJted the exi^geration. He wrfs 
thttr^te n^er httmbled by a senste 
df its being not fully merited, than 
'efetcd by redeiviug appfause bieyohU 
'Hs'd&erts. IVom knoiving that hte 
eo^ld at ian rtisy tate -secure the ap- 
p'rbbatioii of a partial parent, he vas 
'tatlghtlnot to trust to tltat approbatioix 
ia a -test of his real advancettient in 
knowledge dnd virtue. From reading 
^iiU^ftbin obreivation he collected "the 
'initeHaU for ^ -higher standard df 
'iWtritj'atd tiiough'he contintially fdl 
V*hi6Yt'i6f the perfection it vliicb 1« 
k'undA, he itiiii Tindaubted piersever- 
■Wti'ce 'i-anewtd hh endearvours at at- 
'UWing 'tb ft, 'It is thus tliat all 
noble 
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tioble characters have been formrd. 
I believe there is nothing more cer- 
tain, than that those have ever fallea 
short of mediocrity, who did not 
raise their views very far beyond it 

As the family of Albert bad long 
held a distinguished rank ia society, 
its coonectious were numerous and 
powerful. But Albert resolved to 
rest his claim to respect upon his own 
individual merit; and when tempted 
to pique himself upon the claims of 
birth, he called to mind the numbers 
who, from having depended upon that 
claim, had sunk into conte'Aipt He 
very early observed the difference of 
character that subsisted among those 
with whom he was connected ; but 
was often tempted, by a natural par-* 
tiality, to consider the vice or folly 
that appeared Id any of them, as 
less vicious and less blameworthy • 
' than the vices and follies of others. 
By, 
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Bj a strict iidtorfeate to tlue priitciplcB 
of justice, he corrccMd this nron 
He vdi hmeht to the faults of all ; 
buthQcndeivdBtsd to see and to judge 
of tiling! u th«y really Here; add 
thu«, though no fiiend Wab t^tfr ntore 
aiTectionate, ho stoided beitlg eat- 
ftnated by his affections ioto the con- 
tagion o^ bad exan^I*! 

Albcrt'i loret of tmtli led hiia Sro^ 
his early yooth to prefer the solid, 
esteem of aiich Rs werfe capidile of ap- 
preciating his redl vortb^ to the ttW 
siehtadialii*tioBof the fkkls and wj- 
discertiing itiiltUtude. His isaamn 
were amiable aad eonciliatiag) faiJnt 
it was rather ffoin tbe i^ntlttKts of 
h\s dUptfSttson ti^t th4y vei^sfr, th^h 
from any atudied wish to p^etiMi He 
looked rottdd hini» aad petdciVifadf tb«fc 
Plough artificial vihdTzetJiip mig^t Uk 
atime gain ereditit'iithith^vtn'ld far 
more than they were worthy tilocw 
4 \poverty 
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poverty "ncTer failed, to' be at length 
detected. He therefore never affected 
to appeal other than.- he really was. 
He never spoke what he did not 
think. He never profeaaed 'what he 
. -did not feel .He never promised what 
he did not mean to acaomplish. 

If yoQ examine the conduct of 
Albert, you will perceive, that- so far 
from losing any qf the advantages 
of his situation, he increased their 
value. By adding the influence of 
virtue to that of rank and:fortune, he 
extended the influence of the latter 
far beyond their usual bounds. He 
did this at the expense of a few sacri- 
fices ; for we may be convinced that 
it was not without some pains that he 
acquired such a degree of self-control 
as- enabled, him so firmly to adhere to 
his ' principles* But these sacrifices 
■were made in the begmning of his 
course. . i • 
V . . , ; ; Believe 
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Believe me, my- dear, child, 'ft*"isf 
these • first- ste^s; that' aie the- moist 
important of your IJfeJ Take 'thair 
importance into consideration,' and 
you will guard thim with vigilance. 
Turn neither to the right halid nor 
to the left in search of by-paths 
to happiness. Seek for it in the strait 
road of virtue; and when you are 
tempted from your course, reflect up- 
on the motives which induced you td 
enter it, and you will thus invigorate 
your resolution. "Finally," to use 
the language of the apostle, "what- 
" soever thiilgs are true, whatsoever 
*' things arehonest, whatsoever things 
" are just, whatsoever things are 
" pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
" whatsoever things are' of good re- 
" port ; if there be any virtue, and if 
" there be any praise, I would lead 
" you to think on these things. Those 
a 2 " things 
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^ Uongs which ye have learned and 
** received I would have srou do, 
" and the God of peace AaU be with 
"you." 

Farewell! 
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It nay perhaps appear strafe to mj 
dear young friend, that I hare avoid- 
ed entering into any particulars, with 
regard to the studies I ^rould have 
her to pursue, the books I would re* 
commend it to her to read, or the 
opinions I would wish her to adopt 
upon subjects that have, to many in-'' 
structors, afforded an aniple field of 
declamation and controversy. 

These particulars I might doubtless 

have expatiated upon much to my 

own 
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own satisfaction ; bat I must heg 
leave to doubt whether it would hav^ 
teen much to your advantage. Th? 
studies which I recommended, it 
might not be in your power to pur- 
sue; the books which I approved, 
you might never have an opportunity 
to read ; and the.Ap««:ulative opinions 
to which I gave my sanction, might 
have been found, as speculative opi- 
nions generally are, in sortie points 
efrqnepus, ap^ consequently untena- 
ble. . I.could doubtjessi with vpry 
little, trouble ; to, ipyself, have made 
such a display of ; wisdom and know-. 
Igdge, .as \vQH}4„ha:ye excited your 
admiration, and, raised your concep-, 
tion of the extent |of, my, capacity, 
and ^ttainn>en(^ .f:q,; a; height that, 
would have soared, far bpyond -the. 
truth, ^ad the gratification .of my 
pwn vanity been the object I had in 
view, I should haye^found my ac-^ 
counj 
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count in having, recourse to $iitM in-^ 
gCDiouq djS.yi^M iox establishing vny 
pretensions. But, what benefit would 
have lesuU^d to. you from all this? 
None that T can, see; except iu as faj* 
aa your vanity,- usight h^ve been gra- 
tified in having been the mediuQi 
through w^ich:a lady apparently so 
wise ao4 learnec), chose to ei^hibit her 
attaipmentsto tlje. world. . 

By enforcing. thppriucip{es:]^hicl]i 
I bad with so much success begun 
t;o unfold to you, I expect tp, rei>der 
you a more .essential service.; and 
though in this, I may deceive piyself, 
I shall still have the comfort of re- 
$.ectii)g, that?:^ I. wjis impelledto the 
task by pure affection, I b^ve, i^ 
ei^tecuting it,;laid aside eyery consi- 
deration, bii|t,,how I might render it 
most effpetoaUy beneficial to the dear 
objects t)f rty .tender love 

Rules, however judicious, are only 
applicable 
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atpplleaUeto particaUr oireumHtanccfl} 
but priociplea are of eniv^al appli- 
oatioii. The circum&tanies in vY»t\\ 
you now are placed may be 6uddenty 
altfcred; Yotir bretb^a must, and 
your siatera may, at the aame age, 
be in situations that ar? in manj re- 
^cta dissimtlar* But in no Bit- 
ounistaMes^ iu no Bttuatipn, can the 
pure principles of religion and mora-^ 
iity f^il to be of use. Id wltatcYer 
degree the faeult-ies of your mind may 
be cultivated, whetb^r you are led 
to expand them by tbe aequirementt 
of knowledge, or to empkiy them in 
|fae attainment of aocomplishmeiits, 
these principlee will still be to you 
of equal value' They will still be 
found to form the stamina, the vita) 
cssenec of }'our character. 

I'be opiDtona which you, ferra on 

subjects that are in anywise interest-t 

tng, will generally be found to take; 

their 
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Iheir colouring from j^our prittctples. 
"Die love of truth, and » dctvrmined 
jcsolution 'of adhering to it, never 
fails to give to the judgment a sound- 
ness aud a perspicacity which renders 
it quick in detecting the impoBitions 
•f sophistry, and prevents it from 
espouaing opinions ' merely because 
they are espoused by those in whos« 
judgment' we happen to place confi- 
dence. Upon Bueh subjects as either 
from Want of capacity, or (^portu- 
nity, or inclination, we have not 
thoroughly examined, the principles 
of truth and justice will teach us to ■ 
be silent. Nor will theae principles 
permit us to repeat the opinions or 
observations of others as if they were . 
- our own ; and thua taking credit to 
—TBurselves for a degree of information 
ivhich we do not possessi Were this 
rule to be rigidly adhered to, it would, 
^ is true, put to silence many a very 
eloquent 
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e!oqU(;nt:toQgue. But th« prlisetli^jb 
isdue to.doquence ougbt-'Tiot to se* 
duce us. from the duty that is due to. 
truth. ■ 

Xhe species of imposiiipq to m:Iu(^ 
X have just now alluded holds forth, 
to vanity the.allurlog prospect of' a. 
triuinpb, purchased ateo cheap a rate, 
that we; cannot .^vionder so mapy- 
should /all into the .snar^ Those 
who practise it will say irf. their dcr 
fence, that it hurts no one : that 
the sentiments they bi^rrow are, in- 
trinsically good, and that the know- 
ledge which they retail as their o.wn 
acquisition, loses nothing of its va- 
lue from .the deception. But does ~ 
the mind that is thus.practiseil in de- 
ception losejiothing? Can the spirit 
of integrity remain unsullied amid 
^he consciousness of perpetual im- 
position? No: it is impossible* In 
every false appearance which v(s wil- 
lingly 
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lingly a^sunie, we depart from the 
principles of truth; and in every de^ 
parture from these principles, we 
lesseq their strength, and deprive 
them of their povyer over, our hearts. 
And what do we gain by shining in 
borrowed plumage ? We obtain per- 
haps a momentary admiraiion and ap- 
plause. But if we excite expectations 
which we cannot realize, is there not 
(ome danger that this admiration and 
applause will soon be converted into 
contempt ? Can we hope that those 
vhom we have tricked into a high 
opinion of o^r abilities, or of our- 
knowledge, or pf our virtues, will 
not, when they discover how we have 
imposed upon them, he indignant at 
the imposition ? In proportion as 
they had been induced to think bet- 
|er of us than we deserved, they will 
be inclined to think worse of us than 
^e deserve ; and thus whatever merit 
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mt renlly have, wiU fail «© make tfie 
t ifRprr»sToo whicb it would have madd 
bad we beea cont«ated to asumw 
nothing beyond it. 

Ifi justice to oursfNts, tlien, we 
<niglit to be careful how we subject 
our pretcnsmns to so scvera a 6cru- 
tiny. Let us adhere to the shnplicity 
»f truth, and we shall have nothiag: 
to appreliend. If we filil to produce 
jidmiralion, vft shall produce what t» 
much better than admiration, solid 
aod lattir^ esteem. 

'fheTe perhaps never was a period 
wbeu the general tone of niannera 
was mure adverse to the practice of 
strict and genuine sincerity than the 
present. Those who consider them- 
selves sent into the world for no other 
purpose than to pkase the world, 
must take (he manners of the Av^arld 
as their only rule of aetioii. But 
even those who do not seriously tlrink 
that 
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Uiat thfe Qi^fiDfts of t1»e wqrM will 
justify a .departure from every duty, 
are top apt to deem Uiem a sufficieafc 
apol'C^y f0r relaxing tbe stricteess of 
ttionX principle. 

Without sectiog Qp for a reformetv ' 
tnd without any intention of adviBJag 
you to' such a hopeless undert^kittg 
at any period of your life, I can hare 
BO hesitation ia exhorting }rou ttf 1m 
Qpon your guard against whatever 
has a tendency to lessen the iQfluenca 
of traUi upofi your heart A c<mi> 
Btant practice of perverting the use 
of langu^e appears to me to faavB 
this tendency ; and therefore, how- 
ever it may be authorized by faahton, 
I would idsfm yon nvt to fall into 
it- , 

To frivolous minds, that are iaca- 

yablc of reflecting upon any suhjec<; 

ih« UM 9f general tertni «^ord« indeed 

« ^teat rplief. Xhoic who would find 

it 
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It very difficult to tell why they are 
pleased or displeased, do well to sh'eW 
ter their want of discrimination be- 
hind a set of hyperbolical phrases; 
which their parrots could repeat with 
as good an emphasis, and apply with 
Jittlc less sagacity. ' But it is not 
from fools alone that we hear these 
exaggerations. Fools brought them 
into fasiiion, but fashion taught those 
who ought to set a better example .to 
use the same langnage. M^halever 
falls short of espectaticra must be de- 
testable ! Whatever affords a mty- 
inentary pleasure must be exquisitely 
charming ! Whatever is in the least 
degree serious must be horridly stn* 
pid ! or shoCkfngly dullT It is tiius 
that compositions of all sorts are 
judged of and pronounced npon, 
and this frequently at second-hand*. 
And it would be well 'if these sweep- 
ing invectives tfere con-firicd to such 
objects 
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objects of criticism. But it is 'thus 
that characters, as well as composi* 
tions, are by the lump applauded or 
condemned. I need not teli you , 
-that tJiis is against the principles of 
justice. But it is an act of injustice 
juto wbidi many, who would uot de- 
liberately make, a sacrifice of its prin- 
ciples, are insensibly led, by habitu- 
ating themselves to the constant use 
of exagfjerating epithets. 

In order to avoid this error, young 
people ought very carefully lo abstain 
from giving decisive opinions upon 
what they do iiot thoroughly under- 
stand ; nor ouglit they ever to give 
an opinion unsupporfed by a reason 
which can fuliy justify it. The im- 
pressions madfe upon tTie youthful 
mind by whatever irreatly pleases or 
displeases, is sufticivnlly vivid to bfar 
being expressed in the simple lan- 
guage of truth; without any danger 
"of 
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of its being mtstaken. Accustom 
yourself then, I beseech you, to relate 
and describe with plainness and sim- 
plicity ; and depend upon it, that by 
so doing your deBcriptions will lose 
nothing of their force. 

As to those who have cast off all 
regard to truth from their minds* and 
who believe that all' are equally un- 
principled as themselves, they will 
glory in deceiving, and expect to he 
deceived. Tlie most dangerous de- 
ception which such persons practise* 
is that of assuming the appearance of 
perpetual enjoyment. Considering 
pleasure as the chief good, they arek 
it in tlte gratification of every seJBsfa 
passion : but their vanity must like- 
wise be gratified; and therefore they 
wish to be admired, as the persons 
who alone have discovered the true 
arcana of felicity. When oppressed 
by a. sense of Wearinen and disap- 
pointment, 
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(raifllment, tbty wear tlie smile of 
gafely to hide tbeir aching hearts. 
They are never happy, but it is the 
feshion to seem happy; and happy 
they must therefore, at all events, 
appear. 

Against being deceived by this 
false appearance of happiness, I would - 
anxiously warn you. I have heard it 
lamented by the blind, as a great mis* 
fortnne, that from their being only 
seen when their spirits were exhila- 
rated by society, they lost much of 
that sympathy which sensibility would 
have bestowed upon thetr situation, 
had the melancholy hours they spent 
in retirement been fully known. Were 
the gay votaries of pleasure to be as 
candid in their confessions, I believt 
the description of their lonely hourA 
would prove them still more worthy 
of compassion. Could we read their 
fieirti, should we then see them as 
R le^idJD^ 
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leading a fife of perpetual joy ? No. 
We should perceive nothing but the 
depressing consciousness of a gloomy 
Told. \^e should only hear the fret- 
ful expressions of peevishness and dis' 
content. To avoid this scene of 
darkness, they again dakh into so- 
ciety, or busy themselves in schemes 
of avarice or ambition. Bursting like 
meteors from their cloud, they shine 
for a moment, and again are buried 
ia the womb of night. Inquire of 
such persons if they have experiented 
heart-felt happiness, even when tbey 
appeared most happy; and if they 
have no interest in deceiving, they 
vill frankly tell you ikey have not ! 
Why then have they devoted their 
lives to the pursuit of empty phan- 
toms of felicity ? Because they were 
destitute of the principles which alone 
give strength to tbe mind, and en* 
able it to pursue the glonoos course 
that 
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Ihat lelds to solid and everlastiri^ 

Joy- 

U;i us how texaHiiiie how 'far a, 
Jtrtctadlierence to religious and moral 
principle will detract from oiir en- 
joyment; Let us take a fair and 
candid View of the evils to vhich 
they will eipose ns, and give to eve- 
ry disadvantage its due and proper 
freight. 

If we carefully avoid entering intd 
any pursuit that is not sanctioned by 
God and conscience, we musti iri 
many instances, give offence to the 
worthless. By not fbllowing the. 
multitude to do evil, we obey a pre- 
cept of religion, but our conduct will 
Be cotisidered by the multitude as a- 
tacit reproach on theirs. Those who 
have no principle will endeavour to 
make a strict atiherence to it appear 
ridiculous, to the propriety and de- 
corum enjoined by virtue they will 
H i give 
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givfethcname of prudery; sinCet'itf 
they wil! denominate folly ; and all 
regard to religion thfy will affect :ta 
consider aa weakuess. When wit 
gives to these representations her bril- 
liant colouring, and raillery point* 
their stiog, it requires, we moat con- 
fess, HO small degree of firmness io 
remain uDmoved. 

The sneer of ridicule is keenly felt 
by ingenuous and ardent miuds. Jhe 
young ought therefore to be espe- 
cially armed against it; for I believe 
the fear of it to be the most deadly 
enemy to early virtue- Consider then 
who are these people who take upon 
them to snefr at you for choosing to 
avoid the path of levity and folly ? 
Are their characters such as shoultb 
make you desirous of their approba-. 
tion? Is their c'onthict such -as ta 
render their approbation of any con^ 
sequence? If adversity were to over- 
taker 
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talce you, are they the friends on 
whose judgment you would depend 
for advice ? Are they those to whom 
in the hour ttf sorrow you would 
apply for consolation ? No. Those 
A(^o take upon them to ridicule the 
conduct that is guided by the inte- 
grity of principle, can have no real 
title to regard. They are, at the same 
time, filled with self-conceit, and 
stung with the consciousness of their 
own deficiencies. It is these jarring 
feelings which make them so very 
anxious to keep themselves in conn- 
tenance, and to be kept in counte- 
nance by others ; and how can they 
so easily etfect this, as by throwing 
ridicule on the virtues which they 
have not courage to Imitate? 

If the fear of ridicule should ever 
lead you to be ashamed of acknow- 
ledging that you are influenced by 
the fear qf God, before you yield to 
' the 
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the temptation, consider which wiU 
expose you to the greatest evil, ha, 
member who hath said, " Wbosoeye? 
*' shatl confess me before men., hini 
" shall the Son of Man confess before 
•'the angels of God; but hp that 
'* denieth me before men shall be de* 
^ niod before the anjfela of God/' 
Keflect likewise, that besides iucnrT 
ring the awful, risik. of being thus 
denied by the Saviour of the worM, 
you by every departure from your 
principles lessen their habitual iur 
fluence. Coniparc the inconvenience 
that may result to you from adhering 
to tl em at all events, and in all c'uf 
cunistances, with the cousequeoces 
that will infallibly attend their dcr 
reliction, and I am pei"suacle(l you 
■will be at no loss to determine H-hicb 
of the evils you ought most auxiously 
to avoid. 
An earnest desjrf of doing good t<f 
pther^ 
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Others, a desire necessarily attendant 
ou the principles I have endeavoured 
to enforce, may sometimes, it must 
likewise be confessed, expose us to 
evils from which the selfish are ex> 
empted. Those who are completely 
engrossed by their own interest are 
not only less liable to imposition from 
their superior sagacity in detecting 
it, but are less liable to be selected 
by the de^^ing as objects on whom 
their artifices may be exerted with 
success. An open temper and a ge- 
nerous heart will be more apt to fall 
into the snares of the crafty and per- 
fidious than dispositions of an oppo- 
site cast; and will consequently be 
exposed to many a wound from wluch 
those who are for ever clothed in the 
armour of suspicion wilt undoubtedly 
escape. But though a hearty interest 
in the happiness of others may lead us 
(ntoniM.ch trouble^aud eventuaUy pro- 
duce 
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adhereuce to moral integrity we may 
sometimcB incur preaeut inconve- 
nience, aod suffer from the sacrifice 
of present inclination, yet upon tlw 
whole, the advantages which will re- 
sult to us, from the esteem and con- 
fidence which a course of virtue 
naturally inspires, will far outweigh 
all that we can possibly lose by pur- 
suing it. 
But " life may he short, the present 
*' moment 



3.n.llzedbyGOOg[C 

i 



[ 249 3 

*' momcDt only is outs, ami' therei- 
"fore the happiness of the present 
*' moment is all our aim."' Let us; 
then, otey the impulse of our pas- 
sions. If we are offended, let lis 
avenge the olfonce. Let us 611 out 
breasts with hatred and malice, and 
exert our ingenuity to give them 
vent. If we are-proud, let us gratify 
our pride at the expense of the feel- 
ings and of the interest of others; 
and those whom we cannot rise above, 
let us endeavour to degrade. Let us 
despise the virtue that is a reproach 
to UE ; and the characters which we 
cannot injure by our contempt, let 
us endeavour by our calumnies to de- 
stroy. Our time, our health, our 
fortune, let us waste, as folly may 
dictate, or as selfishness may prompt 
us. And then, if true wisdom con- 
sists in only ccmsultiiig the happiness 
of the- present moment, wlio shall 
dare 
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^arc to say we have not done V'isely ? 
If, however, the present moimeDt is 
to he followed by other momenis that 
will in their turn he present, and if 
it proves that we have embittered 
these, whfre will then be our boasted 
visdom ? Now we happen to be »o 
formed, as never to be able so entirely 
to C9Bt off all regard to conscience, 
83 to feel perfectly at ease without its 
{ipprplwtiQn, llemorse for heinoy* 
primes is not the only cause of this 
ppecies of misery, ^very malignant 
feeling and every selfiah passioq per-? 
turbs the peace of the mind, and reiir 
d)?rs it insusceptible of delight. Kvm 
the very absence of benevolent in» 
tcntipn creates uneasiness and discon.* 
teut It is like a disordered siwuaeJ*, 
which produces a feeling of want, of 
healitit, without any positive nialjujy. 
I leave it to, those who have made ths 
y)o&t a^cui"?,'? o,bs,enfatio,ns on life* 
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tp ioy, whether they h^ve ?vwi 
Icnown a callous and selfish hear( 
illumined by tl;e suoshine of a cb^F- 
fiil tamper. 

As far as I have seen of human 
character, I have ever found those tQ 
be the h!tppies.t \vho took the most; 
lively interest in the happiness of 
others. The consciousness of Ijaviqg 
contributed to the well-being of a, 
fellow-creature, pay, eveii the con- 
sciousness of having e^KQCstly desired 
(o contribute to i.t> produces such » 
degrfce of satisfactipn, ^s thpse who 
look with apathy on a,]l aroupd them 
neve^ can e^^pefieoce- In every ideq 
which we form of a &tate of perfec.C 
happiness, we utiite it with an idea 
pf complete benevoienQe. ^Ve in out 
^maglnatian^ shu^ (h^ gates, of Hea 
yen agaj^ns^ the selfish and vindictive 
pas^siotjis ; and would we ufish to, 
(aite of the happiness of the truly 
Iplessed, 
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fclessed, we must excluHe them from 
our bosoms. 

To regulate these passions and af* 
fections, becomes therefore a' duty 
arising from the principles of justice. 
In justice to ourselves we must en- 
deavour to subdue them ; for, if be- 
nevolence, humility, charity, meelc- 
ness, and forbearance, have a ten- 
dency to increase our happiness, we 
cannot injustice to ouTseU'es neglect 
their cultivation. Formed as we are 
formed, tliis would be true, thoiigh 
we were persuaded that we had been 
thus formed by chance, ant! that 
God neither observes our conduct, 
nor will call us to account for our 
actions. Ihit if we believe that there is 
a God, and that there is a future state 
in which we must be for ever' happy 
or for evtT miserable, the duty which ■ 
\ve owe to oifrselvcs ' wears a siiU 
more serious aspect. ■ - 
•' ■' Thei" 
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- The M5e whieli we make jof ttiC 
short period of probation, fixes our 
fdte.to all eternity. This. period has, 
ts I in a former letter obstrvpd, been 
divided hy God into several distinct 
parts, tlirbugh which we proceed pro« 
gressively to that final-close, beyond 
>'hich we know aotliing more thaa 
God has' been pleased specially to 
declare. Not only each of these 
stages of existence, but every momen,E 
spent ill each of litem, lakes some- 
thing of its colouriog from the past, 
or gives a colouring to the future- 
The manner in which the hours of 
youth are spent, has in general an 
influence upon ev^ry futufe hour. 
If the habit of acting up to the de- 
gree of knowledge possess.ed be not 
then acquired, it ,wlH probably never 
be acquired; and present convenience 
or present iucUoattan will conse- 
quently 
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i^Ui^Qtty bec6m£ the Sole priiicip)e o^ 
actlot). 

To begtD then by times t6 e*a- 
thine yoitt oxrii healt, find td reflect 
tipon the motives and the conse^ 
quences of ybut conduct, is but doing 
Justice to yoiit futUrfe days. If yoii 
look up to God as th& witness of 
youl" actions, and to Heaven as the 
sceb£ oF theif re^ardj your motives 
tvill never fail to be pure, and in 
their purity you will find consolation 
even for the errors of your judg- 
ment But the same good principles 
'Which lead you to reflect upon your 
motives, will lead you to improve 
your judgment, by employing every 
opportunity of instructioo to the best 
advantage. 

I address myself to you as if you 

vcte self-dependant, and as if you 

wen to be indebted to yourself^ and 

-not 
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hot to the care of ycur jirdtcrtius 
ffienrlsj for tlie formation of yout 
prtDciptes. But you must see that I 
do this, not from any doubt of your 
receiring from them all the inslruc- 
tioQ possible, but from a conviction 
that the application of their instruc- 
tions rests entirely upon the exertions 
of your own mind* Even the obe- 
dience due to those whom Providence 
bis ordained to be the directors of 
your conduct, will be the more steady 
and uniform from its beirg the re- 
sult of principle. From a principle, 
higtser tlian that of fear, 1 would 
have it to proceed. By connecting 
it with the idea of the duty which 
you owe to God, it will acquire 
Strength and stability, and prove the 
mcfins of increasing your benevolent 
sffections, by the coiisciduancss of 
having given satiafactidn to those who 
arc interested ifi your improvement. 

Br 



3.n.iized by Google 



i _ 



t 256 ] 

By connecting the idea of evety 
duty with the approbation of God, 
and, of every departure from duty 
*ith his disapprobatiotr, your prin* 
ciples will soon acquire strength to 
resist temptation. But upon wHaC 
grounds docs this connection rest? 
tJpon wliat authority do we with so 
much certainty pronounce our assur- 
ance that God will visit the wicked 
and reward the just? This, my lovcv" 
is a very serious inquiry, and one 
upon Mhich too much depends to be 
shghtly answered. By giving yoii a 
clear and comprehensive view of the 
basis of onr fartli, I hope to assist 
you in answering it to your satis- 
faction. 

You willthen find what reason I 
had to assure you, that it is from 
religion the principles of truth aud 
justice derive their best support. In^ 
the view I shall give you of that re- 
li":ion, 
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ligion, you will see, that to those 
who receive and cherish it, it must 
infallibly become a source of happi- 
ness, never to be exhausted ; a source 
of hope, which, when the world 
smiles upon us, will prevent us from 
being fascinated by its smile; and 
when it frowns, will save us from 
being dejected by its frowns. 

May the efforts of my zeal be 
guided by the influence of that Spirit 
of truth which can work conviction 
where earthly wisdom fails! And 
may a blessing from Him who is the 
God of truth follow my labours ! 

Adieu I 
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